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BEST PROJECTS  n  WINNERS

Settlers Trail Wind Farm was 
constructed during extremely cold 
winter weather, with crews fighting 
freezing rain, snow and tempera-
tures as low as -20˚F.  

Building a wind farm is inher-
ently dangerous due to, well, the 
wind. Despite the cold snap, crews 
managed to pour foundations for 
the 96-turbine project. Although 
spring weather brought some re-
lief, erection crews still battled the 
winds.

In all, crews for the 20,000-acre 
installation lost 25 days to high 
winds, though the contract only al-
lowed for 10.  

Longer work days were required 
to keep the project on schedule.  
When winds howled during the 
day, crews worked at night. When 
forecasts projected calmer winds, 
they shifted to weekends to make 
up lost time. With both the weather 
and schedule churning, safety was 
paramount during construction.   

Among other measures, job 
hazard analyses were required 
for each crew member, each day, 
prior to commencement of work.  
Accordingly, each supervisor met 
briefly with individual crew mem-

bers to identify potential hazards 
through the course of the day. 

Likewise, weekly “all hands” 
meetings notified crews of activi-
ties scheduled to occur on site and 
related hazards they might en-
counter during the week. 

White Construction, the proj-
ect’s contractor, requires all super-
visors to be trained in accordance 
with its behavioral-based safety 
program, and the Settlers Trail 
project was no exception.  

A safety steering committee 
comprising the owner’s senior 
field supervisors, White Construc-
tion management, representatives 
from all subcontractors and key 
craft personnel met biweekly to 
evaluate jobsite safety and address 
related concerns.  

In addition, the contractor dis-
tributed special awards to the 
crews when they achieved periodic 
safety milestones.

In all, the project logged 151,574 
working hours while achieving 
OSHA and lost-time rates of zero. 

The completed 150.4-MW in-
stallation now supplies energy 
sufficient to power about 45,000 
homes annually.

Safety Measures Help  
Wind Farm Stay the Course

BEST SAFETY 

SETTLERS TRAIL WIND FARM 
Watseka, Ill.

KEY PLAYERS
Owner: E.ON Climate & Renewables, Chicago

General Contractor: White Construction Inc., Clinton, Ind.

Designer: White Construction Inc., Clinton, Ind.
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