Data in investigative journalism

How tackling data can advance accountability
and public interest reporting



data journalism is nothing new
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making the complex simple
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‘of-the-web’ not ‘on-the-web’

The UK divided Liberal Democrat seats held and lost

Housing was the most important factor in this election, The vast majority of constituencies
with low levels of council bousing went to the Conservatives. In the remaining constituencies,
Labour wen seats in-areas of high unemployment and lower education levels. Conservatives
took what's left - except in Scotland where the SNP now dominates,

The only party with an interesting swing dynamic is the Liberal Democrats. While Labour
lost Secotland to the SNP and the Conservatives barely moved, the Lib Dems took a hit.
They lost their Scottish seats to the SN P, their vounger constituencies to Labour and their
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we put computing into investigations
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The Rex:enue say they cost the UK £4.5bn a year. The Chancellor says the mos
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aggressive of them are ‘morally repugnant’. The Times reveals the secrets of ...

The tax avoiders

Alexi Mostrous Special Correspondent

Thousands of wealthy people in Britain
pay as little as 1 per cent income tax
using “below the radar” accounting
methods, part of a tax avoidance indus-
try that costs the country billions of
pounds.

An investigation by The Times into
tax avoidance begins today with the
exposure of a single Jersey-based
scheme that shelters £168 million a
year from the taxman.

Jimmy Carr, the comedian who
performed for the Queen at the
Diamond Jubilee celebrations this
montbh, is understood to be the largest
beneficiary of the K2 tax scheme.

Mr Carr shelters £3.3 million a year
through K2, which is used by 1,100 tax
avoiders, according to an accountant
selling the scheme.

When The Times approached Mr
Carr, his lawyers confirmed his mem-
bership of K2. They denied any wrong-
doing and said that the scheme had
been disclosed to the rel bodies i

BARRY MARSDEN/ PHOTOSHOT / GETTY

delighted to inform you that most of
the powerful tax-saving opportunities
survived unscathed.”

Posing as an IT consultant earning
£280,000 a year, a Times reporter
contacted a number of avoidance
specialists offering schemes to people
on salaries above £100,000. Mr Lyness
promised that K2 could slash a
hypothetical tax bill of £127,000 to only
£3500, equivalent to a personal
income tax rate of 1.25 per cent.

“It's a game of cat and mouse,” he
said. “The Revenue closes one scheme,
we find another way round it.

“It’s like a sat-nav. I'm driving to
Manchester, get a message saying
there’s a smash at Stoke, press this
button to re-route. That’s all we do
with tax avoidance. The Revenue puts
ablock in, we just go round the block.”

K2 works by transferring salaries

It's just like a sat-nav.
They put a block il}



‘of-the-web’ investigations

THE SUNDAY TIMES

HE FIFA FILE
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Date

From:

Hoo Chin Yin (AFC)

To:

Najeeb Chirakal (Bin

Hammam's assistant)

Please take note for President's acco..

From:

Eung Soo Kim

(assistant to Chung
Mong-joon)

To:

Mohamed Bin Hammam
(FIFA Exco and AFC), Jenny
Be Siew Poh (AFC)

Invitation from Dr. MJ Chung

RIVAL BIDS

From:

Najeeb Chirakal

(Bin Hammam's

assistant)

To: Somali Football

Re: Bank details of Somalia FA

From:

Anil Joseph
(Kemco)
To:

Categories To

All v Al

From: Hoo Chin Yin (AFC}
To: Najeeb Chirakal (Bin Hammam's assistant)

June 2, 2008 3:43:47 PM

Please take note for President's account with AFC
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From

v Al

CC: Amelia Gan (AFC)
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Please take note for President's account with AFC

From: Hoo Chin Yin

To: Najeeb Chirakal

Ce: Amelia Gan

Sent: June 2, 2008 34347 PM
Dear Najeeb

Please find attached payment voucher for your kind attention as per requested

by Mr Meshadi (cash advances for CAF guesis).
Thank you

Best regard,

Chin Yin

Accounts Executive

Finance Depariment

Tel : 603 [ (-
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#dopingscandal THE SUD TIMES

The leaked database contains

Records of From more than in

12,359 0,000

blood tests athletes countries
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The Sunday Times has uncovered

More than From more than in
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abnormal tests athletes countries



accountability through transparency

THE SUNDAY TIMES

Mo Farah Olympic Medalist (GB)

NEWSPAPEIL OF THT YIAR

"I'm happy to do what it takes to prove I'm a clean athlete."
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accountability through transparency THE SUNDAY TIMES

NEWIRFAPER OF THE YEAR
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Megan Lucero
Data Journalism Editor
@Megan_Lucero



