
NEWSLETTER No.9 NOVEMBER 1968 

Editor: M r s .  S. Swift, Hamfields, 
Withyham, Hartfield, Sussex, TN7 4BH. 
Tel: Groombridge 754. 

Le t te r  from t h e  Chairman 

Dear Feilow Members, 

In EE?, a t  a we!l at tended meeting a t  
t h e  Royal Pavilion.Brighton, WfRG was 
born. Twentg one gea r s  have passed 
since t h e n  and we might feel some 
justification f o r  a glance back a t  what 
ha s  happened during t h a t  time. No 
more t h a n  a glance, mind, fo r  too 
much looking back inhibits our forward 
vision. 

The original aims of t h e  Group; 
surveying of known si tes ,  exploration, 
records searching and excavation, all 
cont.i*ue and a s  ' t he  primary st . ructure 
of t h e  Group has  developed from a 
confederation of, what turned out  t o  
be, a few local sections t o  more 
centralised oroanisation, so  too has  

imminent publication of reports, on 
t h e  excavations a t  Broadfield and 
at Beauport Park, and t h e  very  
recent  excavation a t  Elackwater 
Green Forge ( the f i r s t  of a 
water-powered s i t e  fo r  t e n  years)  
will pi--evoke f u r t h e r  discussion arid 
pose f u r t h e r  questions fo r  WIRG t o  
seek a n  answer. 

Furthermore, Wealden Iron is a n  
important element in t h e  heri tage 
of South East England and public 
knowledge of t h e  industry is, on 
t h e  whole, ve ry  limited. I was 
amused and .somewhat amazed a t  
t h e  sl-\rprisk, evinced by t.he 
repor te r  of a lecture I gave in 
Guildford l as t  March, t h a t  t h e r e  
had heen a n  iron industry in t h e  
Weald a s  earl2 a s  Roman times! We 
do have a n  educative roie and must 
be more effective in it ,  but  our  
primary purpose, t h a t  of research,  
should have f i r s t  claim on our 
at tent ion.  and t h a t  is why both 
t h e  pt-ogramme of forays cai-.I-.ied 
out  by t h e  Field Group and t h e  
researches  of individual members 

d 

t h e  na tu re  of t h e  membership. with a a r e  equaliy important eiements in 
smaller nucleus still in t h e  weald bu t  t h e  Group's coiitinued existence. 
a g r ea t e r  number b e y x d  its 
bo:-~ndaries= What- h a s  alsn changed is 
t h a t  t h e  goal of a book t o  supercede 
Sti-akei-'s h a s  been attained. 

To t r a c e  t h e  history of t h e  Group 
would be superfluous a s  t h a t  has  
already appeared a s  a n  appendix t o  
' the Eook'. More important, in my 
view. is t-hat t-he fu tu re  continues t o  
hold exciting opportunities fo r  WIRG. 
The number of i:eceiit publications 
listed below is a tes tament  t o  t h e  
lively in te res t  in Wealden Iron t h a t  
exis ts  in academic circles, and t h e  

Please keep t h e  Committee informed 
of any aspec t s  of Weaiden Iron and 
its related subjects,  especially 
recent  publications, locations of 
locallrj gleaned information about 
s i t e s  and also possible t h r e a t s  t o  
them. A s  usual, I wish you all a 
ve ry  pleasant Christmas and a n  
interest ing New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Jeremy Hodgkinson. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratu!ations t o  Edmund Teesdale on 
t h e  award of a Doctorate of Philosophy 
f o r  h is  s tudy of t h e  Wealden 
Gunfounding industry in t h e  s ix teen th  
cen tury  [see below). 

WINTER MEETING 

The Winter Meeting was held on 23rd 
January in t h e  Friends' Meeting Home 
in Lewes, where we had a most 
intet-esting ta lk  about t h e  lives of 
members of "The Westernes and Gotts: 
two inter-re!ated fami!ies of 
ironfounders" given by Ms.  Ruth Brown, 
a senior cura tor  a t  t h e  Royal 
Armouries, Tower of London. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held on 25th 
July 1988 

Iii t h e  morning we met at t h e  Rye 
Foundry and were given a very  
interest ing guided tou r  by M r .  Tom 
Lucas of t h e  foundry. wnich, 
fortunately,was closed down f o r  its 
annual spring-clean so  we were able t o  
have a good look rrlund in safe ty .  He 
took u s  through t h e  process of 
casting, from making t h e  mould from 
sand mixed with resin t h e n  t o  t h e  
fu rnace  where t h e  iron is melted and 
t h e n  t o  t h e  casting bed and finally we 
saw where t h e  finished products  a r e  
tidied up by having t h e  rough edges 
filed down. M r .  Lucas had made a 
special' fireback with t h e  initials 'DMM' 
oii i t  which he presented t o  M r s .  Dot 
Meades. 

After lunch we met again a t  t h e  Rye 

Community Centre Association Hall 
where we iistened t o  a n  il lustrated 
ta lk  about  t h e  Armada connection 
with Rye by M r .  Kenneth Clark who 
had many slides from t h e  Armada 
exhibition in Greenwich. 

The AGM followed. The following 
were e!ected: 

Officers and Committee fo r  1988/89 

Chairman: J. Hodgkinson, 7 
Kiln Road.Crawley Down, 
Crawley,Sussex. 

Vice Chairman: Mrs. D.M. Meades, 
Brackenside. Normansland. Fairwarp, 
Uckfield. Sussex. TN22 3BS 

Hon. Treasurer:R. Houghton. 
17 Woodland Close. Crawiey Down. 
Crawley. Sussex. RHlO 432 

Hon. Secretary:Mrs. S. Broomfield. 
8 Woodview Crescent. 

Hildentrorough, Tonbridge. Kent. 

Hon. Editor: D. Crossley, Division 
of Continuing Education. The 
Univei-sity, Sheffield, 510 2TN 

Executive Committee: 

D. Comhes, B. Hei-bert, A. Scott ,  A. 
Stevens, E.Teesdale, Mrs. S. Swift, 
Mrs. D. Hatswell. 

FIELD GROUP ACTIIJITIES 

The annual meeting of t h e  Field 
Group was held on 11th September 
and ideas were discussed f o r  t h e  
coming foray season. 



The following programme was arranged: TEBBUTT RESEARCH FUND 

22 October 

A foray t o  Cocking Forge, near  
Midhurst t o  be led by Mi-. T.E. Evans. 

26 November 

A foray t o  Bardown, a Roman 
iron-working si te ,  t o  be led by Dr. H. 
Cleere 

17 December 

A foray t o  Panningridge Furnace t o  be 
led by Mr.B.Herbert 

21 January  

A foray t o  Heathfield Furnace t o  
examine t h e  s i t e  thoroughly, t o  be led 
by M r .  J. Hodgkinson and M r .  R. 
Houghton 

25 February as above 

18 March a s  above 

22 April 

An excavation of a bloomery in t h e  
Sharpthorne  a r e a  t o  be led by Mr.  J. 
Hodgkinson. 

Field Group members please note  
different  description of act ivi ty on 
t h e  22nd April foray t o  Sharptharne.  

Fur ther  detai ls  of t h e s e  forays  may be 
obtained 

from Mrs. S.Swift, Hamfields. Withyham. 
Hartfield, Sussex, TN7 4BH. 

Applications are invited from 
individuals and groups f o r  g r a n t s  
from t h e  Tehbutt Research Fund 
towards research into t h e  kr'ealden 
Iron Industry. 

I t  is an t~c ipa t ed  t h a t  approximately 
W O D  wil l  be available from t h e  
fund in 1983 and anyone in teres ted  
in receiving a g ran t  should write a 
s u ~ t a b l e  l e t t e r  of appl~cat ion,  
gluing detai ls  of themselves 
together  with relevant information 
of t h e  research envisaged. 

Applications should be s e n t  t o  t h e  
Hon. Secre ta ry  of WIRG. Mrs.5. 
Broomfield. '8 Woodview Crescent. 
Hildenborough. TonbridgeAent. TNll 
9HD. t o  reach  he r  by 31st March 
1989 when s h e  will pass  them on t o  
t h e  Research Fund Panel f o r  
consideration. 

YOUNG ARCHAEOLOGISTS OF SUSSEX 

YAS has  j u s t  been formed as p a r t  
of t h e  Sussex Archaeological 
Societg and wants t o  hea r  from 
young people in Sussex. I t  h a s  two 
sections, one f o r  8 - 12 yea r  olds 
and one fo r  13 - 17 yeat- olds. It is 
hoped t o  start act ivi t ies  in various 
p a r t s  of Sussex during 1988/89. If 
you a r e  looking f o r  a lively. 
informative introduction t o  
archaeology and his tory  t h e n  t h i s  
could be t h e  club f o r  you. 

Membership of YAS will bring: 

The YAS Newsletter - and t h e  
chance t o  write your own art icles .  



Fieldwork. 
in t h e  present  cramped 
accommodation. 

Workshops and Events. 

Exciting Outings and Field Trips. 

Digs. 

The YAS Badge. 

Local History. 

Membership of YAS will cost #2.50 a 
year. A small charge will be made for 
some activities, and t r ips  will be 
priced according t o  demand and cost  
of t ransport .  

If you, o r  anyone you know, a r e  
interested in becoming a Young 
Archaeologist of Sussex please send 
your name and address and age 
toge ther  with a n  S.A.E. to: Paul Smith. 
Educat~on Officer, Barbican House, High 
S t ree t ,  Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 1YZ. 

DO NOT SEND ANY MONEY YET you will 
be s e n t  a proper application form in 
due course. 

NEW PREMISES FOR THE WEST SUSSEX 
RECORD OFFICE 

In Spring 1989 t h e  West Sussex Record 
Office will be moving into a new 
purpose-built building. The new Record 
Office is already rising on a s i te  not  
f a r  from t h e  present  office. When 
completed i t  will provide more spacious 
searchi-ooms. and be t te r  facilities for  
visitors. By bringing all t h e  Record 
Office's holdings under one roof, i t  will 
also enable a more' efficient production 
system t o  be provided, t h a n  is possible 

Moving t h e  en t i re  Record Office is 
of course a mammoth job, involving 
a s  i t  does t h e  removal of 
t housa t~ds  of boxes of precious 
original documents from both t h e  
John Edes House, and t h e  archives 
out-repository and Modern Records 
Section at Tangmere Airfield. 
outside Chichester. Interruption of 
t h e  Office's service t o  t h e  public is 
inevitable, although every e f fo r t  is 
being made t o  keep i t  t o  a 
minimum. 

The timetable of closure and 
res t r ic ted services is dependent on 
t h e  completion da te  of t h e  new 
building. A t  t h e  moment i t  is 
anticipated t h a t  t h e  Record Office 
will be completely closed from 20 
February t o  31 May 1989. From 1 
June i t  is hoped t o  be'able t o  
provide a very  res t r ic ted service. 
I t  will still no t  be possible t o  
produce any original documents, 
since t h e y  will st111 be in t rans i t  
or  being re-stored. However the  
Office's large collectron of 
microfilm and parish reglster  
t ranscr ip t s  will be available. 

There will be slight delays in 
dealing with correspondence 
throughout t h e  period of t h e  move, 
when all available s ta f f  a r e  fully 
occupied with re-boxing, re-storing 
and compiling indices for  t h e  
original document collection. From 
October 1989 we hope t o  resume our 
full services t o  t h e  public. 

Any changes in th i s  timetable will 
be announced as they  a r e  



decided,and firm d a t e s  f o r  t h e  closure 
p e r ~ o d  and t h e  res t r i c ted  service will 
be given a s  soon as i t  is possible t o  
do so. Some disruption t o  people's 
research i s  inevitable, bu t  t h e  County 
Archivist hopes t h a t  all pas t  and 
potential  u se r s  of t h e  West Sussex 
Record Office will appreciate t h a t  t h e  
purpose and t h e  end resul t  wi!l be t o  
provide a n  even b e t t e r  service t o  our  
public. 

Fur ther  detai ls  of d a t e s  may be 
obtained from M r s .  McCann of t h e  
GJest Sussex Record Office, tel: 0243 
777983. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS - compiled by 
J.S.H. 

H.L. Blackmore. The Boxted Bombard. 
Antiquaries' Journal 67;l (19871,86-96: 
with photographs and ilfustrations 
from contemporary manuscripts. 

The provenance, construct ion and 
possible origin, of what is b e t t e r  
known in t h e  Weald a s  t h e  Eridge 
Mortar, a r e  discussed. Mr.  Blackmore 
reveals  t h a t  t h e  piece, which was 
recovered from Boxted Hall in Suffolk 
in 1979, is indeed a wrought ir@n 
bombard, and can  be compared t o  a 
number of similar exampies in Europe 
which da t e  from a lengthy period 
between t h e  end of t h e  four teen th  
and t h e  middle of t h e  s ix teenth  
century.  From contemporary pictorial 
and documentary evidence of pieces of 
t h e  same type, he  places t h e  example 
from Bbxted in t h e  mid-fifteenth 
cen tury  and suggests,  such was t h e  
increased act ivi ty in t h e  Wealden 
ironworks of t h a t  period, t h a t  t h e r e  is 
no reason t o  suppose otherwise t h a n  

t h a t  t h e  bombard was a product of 
t h e  Weald. The piece i s  now on 
display in t h e  Tower of London. 

An in teres t ing  footnote  points t o  
t h e  demi-culverin preserved a t  
Pevensey Castle being amoiig 26 
such pieces c a s t  by William Levett  
in 1548. Thus t h e  'ER' below t h e  
tudor  rose on t h e  barre i  might 
r e f e r  t o  Edward VI and no t  t o  
Elizabeth I. 

R.M. Willatts. I ron Graveslabs: a 
sideline of t h e  early iron industry, 
Sussex Archaeological Collections 
125 (19871. 99-113; with tables,  map 
and photographs, and a catalogue 
of ear!y Wealden iron graveslabs on 
microfiche. ' 

The subject  of t h e  WIRG Summer 
meeting in 1987. M i s s  Willatts 
considers t h e  geographical 
distribution, design, execution and 
subject  mat te r  of t he se  plates. Of 
t h e  106 known t o  t h e  author ,  all 
b u t  20 a r e  of Wealden orlgin (the 
107th plate, subsequentiy 
discovered in Essex, is also from 
t h e  Weald). 

The catalogue re fe r red  t o  above 
r r n  n . I B - ~ :  h a s  been i-eprinted iii r l i r r G  DLrlraLln 

2nd Ser. S (19881 16-47. 

B.G. Awty. A Cast-iron Cannon of 
t h e  15405, Sussex Archaeological 
Collections 125 (19871, 115-23; with 
photographs. 

Brian Awty, who is  well known t o  
WIRG members, ha s  drawn together  
ev~dence  fo r  t h e  provenance of a n  



iron saker .  of unusual dodecagonal 
section, which has  been brought t o  t h e  
Tower of London from Padstow in 
Cornwall. He concludes t h a t  i t  was 
probably c a s t  in late  1544 a t  Buxted, 
possibly by Arcangelo Arcano, an  
Italian bronze foundei- responsibie foi- 
a number of pieces of contemporary 
ordnance chars-cterised by pnlc~gonal 
sections. I t  would t h u s  be t h e  
earliest  e x t a n t  example of c a s t  
Wealden ordnance. 

R.F. Tylecote The Early Histoi-y of 
Metallurgy in Europe Longman; 19eE; 
391 pages with diagrams, tables,  
photographs, index and bibliography. 

Professor  Tylecote's l a t e s t  book is. t h e  
flyleaf s t a t e s ,  intended primarily a s  a 
pract ical  aid t o  t h e  professional 
archaeologist, and a s  a reference  
source  f o r  t h e  s tudent .  After a n  
initial discussion of t h e  oriains of 

I metallurgy and t rade ,  t h e  s'Jubsequent 
1 chap te r s  iriclude ores, t h e  oi-ioins and - 

design of smelting furnaces ,  t h e  
smelting of iron, f o r g ~ n g  and 
hammering techniques, slags, and  t h e  
coming of c a s t  iron t o  Europe. 

I t  h a s  o f t en  been said tha t  our  
i n t e r e s t  in Wealden iron should be 
examined more in t h e  wider- context  of 
British and European technology, and 
w ~ t h  t h i s  volume and Professor 
Tylecote's r ecen t  Prehistory of 
Metallurgy in t h e  British Isles' 11986). 
t h e  t e x t s  f o r  such a n  examination a r e  
t o  hand. 

E.B. Teesdale Wealden Gunfounding in 
t h e  Sixteenth Century with reference  
t o  Ralph Hogge and o t h e r  Leading 

Gunfounders. Unpublished Brighton 
Poiytechnic D.Phii. thesis. 201 pages 
inc. 2 appendices, 8 tables, 3 maps, 
references  and bib!iography: no 
index. Copy a t  Sussex 
Archaeoiogicai Society Library, 
Bai-bican HOUSE, iewes. 

In t h i s  irnports.nt st-udl;l, Dr. 
Teesdale examines t h e  rac to rs  
which led t o  t h e  growth of t h e  
gunfounding industry of t h e  Weald, 
and detai ls  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  
indust ry  in t h e  las t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  
16th centui--y. HE dzsci-ibes, i i i  
part icular ,  the career  end 
importance of Ralph Hogge through 
a n  analysis of t h e  accounts  of 
Hogge's ironworks kept  by John 
Henslowe, avd compares t h e  Buxted 
gunfounder '  with his  
contemporaries. 

I n  company with t h e  work of 
Crossleg, Awty, Cattell and Goring. 
t h i s  is a major contribution 
towards our  undei.stai~ding of what 
ha s  become t h e  most extensively 
researched period of t h e  Wealden 
iron industry. It deserves t o  be 
more widely available. 

P. Drewett, D. Rudling & M. Gardiner 
The South East t o  AD 1OOO 
Longman; 1988; 384 pages with 
photographs, maps, plans. drawings, 
index and bibliography. 

One of a nex ser ies  which examines 
t h e  reglonal his tory of England. 
Each region (except t h e  West 
Midlands & Welsh Borders) is 
covered in two volumes, pre- and 
post-AD 1OOO and t h e  one in 
question examines t h e  counties of 



Kent, Sussex and Surrey. The au thors  
will be .weli known t o  many WIRG 
members, being off icers  of t h e  Field 
Archaelogy Unit with which WIRG h a s  
had many con tac t s  over t h e  pas t  few 
years,  and t h e  t e x t  i s  fairly well 
equally divided between t h e  three.  

A s  might be expected t h e  evidence of 
archaeology is crucial t o  t h e  period 
covered and, although t h e r e  a r e  places 
where over-indulgent description of 
t h e  evidence masks its in terpre ta t ion ,  
t h e  development of society is t raced 
cleat-ly and evenly, with effect ive use  
of theoret ical  models. It would have 
been useful in a n  introduction t o  
describe briefiy t h e  ex t en t  t o  which 
t h e  various p a r t s  of t h e  region had 
been studied, by archaeolagists in 
part icular ,  a s  in t h e  earlier chap te rs  
i t  might be thought  t h a t ,  in his  choice 
of examples, t h e  author was biassed 
towards one p a r t  of t h e  region. The 
unfolding of t h e  political landscape of 
t h e  South-East in t h e  early Saxon 
period was particularly lucid and I 
suspect  t h a t ,  t o  many a s  t o  myself, i t  
will reveal a n  aspect  of our  history 
which h i the r to  has  been r a t h e r  vague. 

From t h e  point of view of t h e  iron 
industry, t h e  use  and manufacture of 
iron in t h e  pre-Roman period a r e  dealt  
with appropriately, a s  is t h e  s c a n t  
evidence of ironworking in t h e  
Saxo-Jutish South-East. However t h e  
comment t h a t ,  in addition t o  t h e  s ix ty  
or  S O  known Roman sites. '...there a r e  
o t h e r s  which a r e  thought  t o  be 
Roman ...' considerably unders ta tes  t h e  
evidence of t h e  WIRG survey published 
in t h e  Sussex Archaeological 
Collections in 1981 under Fred Tebbutt's 
authorship. In t h a t  paper 16% of 246 
bloomery s i t es  were dated. 82% of t h e  

sample were found t o  be of 
Romano-British date. By 
extrapolation, some 200 of t h e  246 
s i t e s  could be of similar d a t e  and. 
on t h e  same basis, taking all t h e  
known bloomery sites (nearly 500 
listed in Cleere 8: Crossley's book), 
as many a s  400 could be 
Romano-British, suggesting a very 
extensive iron industry in t h e  
Weald a t  t h a t  time. Nowhere in t h e  
chap te r  on t h e  Roman period in t h e  
South-East is i t  suggested t h a t  t h e  
indust ry  could have been on 
anything like t h a t  scale. 

There will always be cr i t ics  of 
regional s tudies who wiil claim t h a t  
regions change the i r  boundaries 
and the re fore  cannot  be identified 
as d i s t ~ n c t  'ent i t ies  simply because 
of t he i r  ~eograph ica i  position. But 
t h i s  volume recognises t h e  
fallibility of t h e  region and t h e  
au thors  a r e  prepared t o  look 
beyond t h e  bounds which have been 
imposed on them and include t h e  
South-East in wider a reas ,  a s  well 
a s  recognis~ng t h e  sub-regionality 
of t h e  k'eald, t h e  Downs, t h e  
Kingdom of Kent or  t h e  land of t h e  
Haestingas. J.S.H. 

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE from WIRG 
a r e  available from: 

Mr. B.K. Herbert. 1 Stirling Way, 
East Grinstead, Sussex, RH19 3HG 

PRICE by post (at meeting) 

The Excavation of a Late 16th/early 
17th Centui-y Guir Casiing Furnace 
a t  Maynard's Gate, Crowborough, 
Sussex 1975-76 By: 0. Bedwin 
0.78 (0.601 



A Middle Saxon Iron Smelting Site a t  
Millbrook, Ashdown Forest. Sussex By: 
C.F. Tebbutt 0.93 C0.75) 

Wealden Bloomery Iron Smelting 
Fur-nacas. Survey of Wealden biijoue~-.ies 
In a n  a r e a  of approx. 200 km. By: C.F. 
Tebbutt 0.78 C0.60) 

The Finch Foundry Trust and 
Sticklepath Eluseurn of Rural Industry. 
(A Water powered Smithing Forge on 
Dartmoor). By: R.A. Brown 1.18 (1.00) 

The Fieldwalker's Guide and a n  
Introduction t o  t h e  Iron Industr ies  of 
t h e  Weald. By: B.K. Herbert  2.90 
(2.501 

A Gazetteer of Charcoal-fired Blast 
Furnaces in Great Britain in use since 
1660 By: Fhilip Biden 340 (3.00) 

The Bewl Valley Ironworks, Kent, 
1300-1730. By: D.W. Crossley 3.20 
t2.50) 

The History of Watermills, t h e  Wealden 
Iron Indust ry ,  and Geology of t h e  
Southeast ,  Third updated edition. By: 
C.E. Woodrow, B.K. Herbert  & C. Smart  

1.09 (0.80) 

VOLUMES 2, 3. 4, 5 ,  6. 7, 8, 10. 12, 17 
ARE OUT OF PRINT AND WILL NOT 
BE REPUBLISHED. 

Henry Clesi-e can obtairr copies of 
t h e  book "The Iran Indus t ry  of t h e  
Weald" by H. Cleere 8, D.W. Crossley 
f o r  t h e  sum of g31.68 pius postage 
of ttl.70, t o t a l  = g33.38; a d is t inc t  
saving on t h e  published price of 
#47.50. This o f fe r  is available t o  
WIRG members only, who should 
seiid "money with oi-der" to: Dr. H. 
Cleere. Acres Rise. Lower Platt ,  
Ticehurst,  Wadhurst, East  Sussex. 

HADRIANS WALL 

Bulletins of t h e  Wealden Iron Research 
Group: , 

hAunle 1, 9, 11, 13, 14, 15 8, 15 :) 9 each 0.75 (0.501 

Volume 1 t o  3,  new series  

The Sussex' Archaeological S o c ~ e t y  
a r e  ar ranging a s tudy t o u r  of t h e  
wall from 29th  March t o  3rd April 
1989. 

Travel will be by coach with 
accomodation a t  Dui-ham Castle, t h e  
t o u r  will be led by Mark Hassall. A 
few places are still available: 
con tac t  t h e  membership s e c r e t a r g  
[Mrs. J a n e t  France] a t  Barbican 
House f o r  f u r t h e r  details. 

r ,  nn, each 1.16 U.UW 

-< , 
~ n l u m c  4 t o  )qTew serlea 
each 1.6B ~1.50j 


