
1884
By age 25, Oscar Friedheim had 
developed a love and knowledge 
of the paper industry and settles in 
London to satisfy his ambitions. Just 
paces from Ludgate Hill & Fleet Street, 
a centre for the print, publishing, and 
paper trade in the Late Victorian era. 

By the end of the decade Oscar’s 
name was laid to his first machine - The 
British & Colonial Printer & Stationer 
dubbed this ‘Mr Friedheim’s Machine’.

135 YEARS IN THE MAKING  

1890’s
Declaring as a paper merchant 
of 7 Water Lane, Oscar and his 
wife are naturalised. By 1893 
he could offer blocking 
& embossing presses, 
card punching machines, 
cornering machines, a 
plethora of card & paper 
cutters, perforators & 
die stampers. One could 
produce 100,000 visiting 
cards a day - a huge level 
of productivity at the time.

1900’s
Oscars’ first five employees 
would serve the company 
for a combined 230 years 
- a testament to the loyalty 
and success each found 
with Friedheim. 

1910’s
By the end of the 1st World War trading had ceased, 
but Oscar Friedheim survived in both substance and 
reputation. They took on more technologies and 
manufacturers, Friedheim now met the demand for 
bronzing - pioneeringly, Friedheim’s was ‘dustless’ 
thus meeting conditions of the new Factory Act. 
Production was impressive; 6,000 feet/hr for 
bronzing, while it took just 8 hours to fold 30,000 
sheets. Optima guillotines with a patented radial 
movement, automatic folders with an output 
of 5,000 sheets/hr, while rotary printers were 
working at 9,000 sheets/hr.

1920’s
In 1927, Oscar travels 
back through the 
Baltics to his final 
resting place near 
Berlin. On the 17th 
of May 1928 Oscar 
Friedheim dies at the 
age of 69.

1930’s
Infrastructure and communication advancements levelled 
the playing field. The list of specialised machines had 
grown: aniline printing presses (flexographic), envelope 
making machines, window punching & patching, bag 
making machines and of course bronzing machines. 
Hunkeler adds itself to Friedheim’s portfolio – a 
relationship still thriving 90 years on.

1940’s
The Blitz of 1940 saw Blackfriars 
reduced to rubble resulting in 
the death of Mr Hermann Pohl, 
an industry legend and one of 
Oscars’ original five employees. 
Before the end of the war damage 
control was already underway - at 
the time industrial red tape meant 
manufacturing on British soil.

1950’s
Revival was in the air, 
Friedheim had new staff, 
new machines, and the 
Festival of Britain: held 
in London’s Southbank. 
Friedheim continued to 
invest in the knowledge 
and skills of the engineers.

1960’s
Oscar Friedheim makes its first 
million, a far cry from the 1944 
balance sheet of £15 7s 4d. In 
May 1963, Friedheim opened the 
doors to its new Headquarters: 
250 Waterloo Lane. Shortly after, 
the Blumer and MBO distribution 
agreements were made – today 
we enjoy almost 60 years of 
mutual success.

1970’s
By the end of 1971, the rapid growth 
of Friedheim meant extensions 
were needed on all floors, including 
the showroom roof. A big year for 
Friedheim and for the industry - three 
exhibitions from 1971-72, based across 
Olympia and Earls Court, Friedheim 
had multiple stands and over 80 
machines. 1977 saw Peter Morris begin 
his long relationship with the company. 

1980’s
1980 saw IPEX held at the NEC for the first 
time.  Friedheim took 15 Stands and hundreds 
of tonnes of machinery. The mid 80’s called for 
market agility, the industry was just discovering 
the virtues of digital technology, Hunkeler and 
Friedheim formed the Digital Department; and 
to run it Robin Brown. This was a significant time 
for Friedheim; most notably, 1987 marked the 
start of Mark Bristow’s career at the company.

1990’s
Print finally catches up with 
innovation and Digital Print 
becomes a game changer. 
Friedheim remained agile 
to the needs of the industry 
and diversified with it, in the 
coming years Friedheim would 
evolve to the entity it is today.

2010’s
The last decade has seen the shape of the print industry change 
dramatically. 2015 saw the passing of Peter Morris, Mark Bristow 
subsequently took over ownership of Friedheim to provide a steady 
leadership. By then the UK saw an almost 50% decrease in the 
number of printers leading them to diversify their own services. 
Friedheim has been the cutting edge every step of the way and 
launched the Converting division with KAMA, Duran (2016) and now 
Scodix (2018) being the latest of the class leading companies to be 
made part of the Friedheim family. 

Looking ahead
Friedheim International 
looks to the future with 
the same optimism held 
by Oscar Friedheim 135 
years ago. Where do we 
see ourselves in the future? 
Right where we’ve always 
been, on the leading edge – 
helping our customers realise their processing 
requirements, to help guide them through 
the obstacles of changing economies, shifting 
markets, new industry challenges, political and 
financial turbulence. 

Friedheim’s commitment to excellence in 
print finishing and our customer-first attitude 
has never wavered and we welcome the next 
century of success.
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2000’s
Moving to Hemel Hempstead was a success. 
2005 saw Friedheim International take its final 
form, a management buyout from Bobst Group 
was implemented. Thanks to the expertise of 
Mark Bristow & Pete Morris, Friedheim survived 
the devastation that the 2008 financial crash 
caused the print industry and set about retaining 
its place as the market leader. They introduced 
numerous new manufacturers, and the formation 
of the Packaging division.


