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        Our staff have knowledge and experience of 
value to clients around the world. We have an 
office in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia from which we 
serve Oyu Tolgoi LLC (Rio Tinto & Ivanhoe) 
on its world class copper and gold mine 
development as well as large coal  
developments such as Ukhaa Khudag for  
Energy Resources LLC (Mongolian Mining 
Corporation) and Ovoot Tolgoi on  
behalf of SouthGobi Sands.

RPS is an international consultancy providing advice upon:

the exploration and production of energy and other natural resources

the development and management of the built & natural environment
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This Review contains a small sample of the 

diverse range of work we do around the 

world. There is not a more talented group 

of professionals anywhere. At a time of 

continuing economic uncertainty RPS is well 

funded with a strong balance sheet. You can 

trust us to deliver. 

Brook Land - Chairman
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Occupational Safety Risk Mode 
Analysis of over 20,000 work-related  
accidents helped to produce the risk model 
developed for the Dutch Ministry of Social 
Affairs in The Netherlands. 

Mine Closure Plan 
Assessment of final void pit lake water levels 
and water quality as part of development  
of a mine closure plan in Mali.

City	Growth	Plan 
Town Planning, Urban Design, Landscape 
Architecture and Environmental  
Services in Port Hedland.

Port	Design 
Design and administration of the construction 
of Stena Line’s new £54m Roll on - Roll off 
Ferry Terminal in Loch Ryan, Stranraer.

	Falkland	Island	Oil	&	Gas 
Assessing potential environmental impacts  
and testing Oil Spill Contingency  
Plans and Emergency Management  
Plans in the Falkland Islands.

Multimedia Project Management 
Assisting White Stallion Energy Center to 
construct a power plant producing  
electricity to 650,000 homes in Texas.

Health,	Safety	&	Environment	 
Management System 
Review of systems, procedures and  
standards resulting in the development  
of an HSEMS implementation 
manual in the United Arab Emirates.

11 15

16

17

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

5

5

Countrywide	Reserves	Audit 
Auditing proved, probable and possible oil and 
gas resources submitted by all E&P companies 
operating in the country in Columbia.

Current Measurements 
A series of current measurements at 30  
sites to update the Tidal Current Tables  
in the area in Hawaii.

Seismic Survey 
A major exploration survey utilising  
expertise in the fields of human  
relations, cultural sensitivity and  
seismic survey in Mongolia.

Institute	of	Australia	Awards 
Key consultant for a number of award  
winning projects at the Urban  
Development Institute of Australia  
2011 Awards for Excellence.
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Local Knowledge
international expertise

RPS has grown into one of the world’s pre-eminent consultancies by maintaining  
its local connections whilst underpinning these with the resources and knowledge  
of a global business.

We employ more than 4,750 people in the UK, Ireland, the Netherlands, the United 
States, Canada, Brazil, Africa, the Middle East, Australia and Asia. Our international 
presence allows us to undertake co-ordinated and integrated projects throughout 
the world. Since the beginning of 2010 we have undertaken projects in 123 countries 
across six continents.

7

20

2

3

10

13

21

1

2

3

4

10

5

7

6

9

8

Renewable	Energy	 8 
Continuing involvement in significant  
offshore renewable energy  
projects in the North Sea & Irish Sea. 

Coal	Seam	Gas	 9 
Playing a critical role in all aspects of  
exploration and development of Coal  
Seam Gas in Queensland. 

	Flood	Reconstruction	 12 
 Helping restore the infrastructure in  
Queensland following the disasters  
of 2010/11. 

Urban	Regeneration	 13 
Working with the Olympic  
Delivery Authority for  
2012 in London. 

Potash Mining 16 
Potash exploration mining projects  
in Southern Saskatchewan  
& Ethiopia. 

Securing Water Supplies 17  
Implementing water supply  
strategy in Dublin.

HPHT	Oil	&	Gas	 18 
Helping to resolve the demand for  
energy supplies in the Krishna  
Godavari Basin, India. 

Responsible Manufacturing 19 
Assisting Coca Cola Enterprises  
deliver its business and  
sustainability goals in Wakefield. 

Maximising	Resources	 23 
A review of all exploration data over  
the past 40 years for hydrocarbon  
potential in Nova Scotia. 

Waterfront	Development	 23 
Masterplanning a large-scale urban  
renewal project to redevelop the  
Cairns port area. 



Since the early days of North Sea exploration RPS has worked 
with UKCS oil and gas operators providing a wide range of 
consultancy services for project management, site investigation, 
seismic survey, HSE management support and survey support 
to their offshore exploration, construction, inspection, 
maintenance and production operations. In 2011 we undertook 
approximately 300 projects for over 80 clients in the region. 

Offshore drilling rig, North Sea.

Energy
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RPS is a global, multi-disciplinary consultancy. We provide integrated 
technical, commercial and project management support in the fields of 
geoscience, engineering and HS&E to the energy sector. Our aim is to 
help clients develop their energy resources across the complete life-
cycle, combining our technical and commercial skills with an extensive 
knowledge of environmental and safety issues.

Energy 

We provide a unique resource covering single discipline expertise or 
experienced multi-disciplinary teams.

Operations Support

Cost effective operations are the key 
to successful energy projects, in both 
oil & gas and renewables. RPS has 
been instrumental in providing project 
management and technical support as 
well as expert quality control for seismic 
surveys, site investigation, well operations, 
positioning and infrastructure projects.

Technical	Studies

RPS has worked in almost every 
petroleum basin in the world, 
undertaking projects ranging from 
niche specialist work to large multi-
disciplinary E&P studies. This mix of 
experience and expertise comes from 
highly-experienced staff and associates, 
comprising a wide range of surface and 
sub-surface disciplines.

Advisory

We provide independent, technically-
led advice and management support, 
using experienced consultants to 
work individually or with clients’ teams. 
Whether working on business process, 
specific assets or portfolios, we provide 
high-level support across the complete 
E&P value chain.

Emerging	Areas

The diverse resources available from 
within the broader RPS Group, including 
the Environmental and Planning & 
Development teams, enables us to 
deliver focused advice on complex  
areas of new and emerging business 
both in the oil & gas and renewable 
energy industry.



UK	Renewable	Energy
The RPS renewables team has been involved in over 250 onshore  
and offshore wind farm projects in the UK. 

We were recently appointed to undertake the Environmental 
Impact Assessment for the world’s first co-development of gas and 
wind energy planned in the Irish Sea. Centrica approached our 
experts for environmental, planning, geotechnical and engineering 
support in the development of their Project.

Heavy lift crane installing wind turbine blades at North Hoyle, in The Irish Sea.

Energy
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Unconventionals
Oil & gas exploration & production throughout the 
world is undergoing a fundamental change – with 
a new and growing emphasis on unconventional 
sources of these fuels. 

A good example of this is the Eagle Ford Shale in 
the Western Gulf Basin of South Texas, the most 
prolific shale found in the USA to date – producing 
not only gas, but also significantly more oil than is 
typically associated with shale resources. More than 
700 rigs are already drilling this deposit.

RPS has completed a wide range of projects, 
including: asset valuations as part of due diligence; 
integrated geoscience & engineering studies of  
shale bodies; supplying wellsite geologists to  
assist in maximising well production through 
geosteering – and supporting area refineries in 
securing the permits needed to process the liquids 
being harvested.

Queensland

Coal	Seam	Gas
The production of coal seam gas, its liquification 
and transport around the world, involves a highly 
complex set of processes including major investment. 
Queensland is one of the largest coal seam gas 
producers in the world. RPS is involved in several of the 
largest projects in the region. 

Onshore rig drilling in South Texas.

As the LNG market grows rapidly the fleet of carriers 
continues to experience significant growth.



Great Barrier Reef  
Marine Park Authority project:

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) has 
appointed the RPS Climate Change & Sustainability team based 
in Queensland to assist in the integration of climate change 
considerations, environmental assessment and management 
systems approvals. RPS has previously co-authored the  
Climate Change, EIA and Great Barrier Reef paper for 
the 2011 International Association for Impact Assessment 
Conference in Mexico.

Reef Clam Gardens at the Great Barrier Reef, Queensland.

Environment
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RPS is one of the world’s leading multi-disciplinary consultancies advising 
on all aspects of the built & natural environment. With a network of local 
offices spread across Britain, Ireland, the Netherlands, North America, the 
Middle East and Australia, RPS offers a unique range of professional and 
technical expertise. 

Built & Natural
Environment

Planning	and	Development

Our experts deliver value through  
an integrated approach to  
development. We help our clients to 
meet the challenges of infrastructure 
planning and property development, 
drawing on our teams of planners, 
masterplanners, transport planners, 
economists and specialists in climate 
change, sustainability and  
cultural heritage.

Engineering,	Design	and	Surveying

Our integrated approach focuses on 
thorough research and creative design  
to ensure our solutions meet the needs 
of our clients, the local community and 
the local authority. Our in-house team  
of architects, landscape and urban 
designers, civil, structural, mechanical, 
electrical and transport engineers 
provide high quality, innovative designs  
at all stages of scheme development. 
Our surveyors, supported by LIDAR  
and GIS mapping specialists,  
provide clients with information 
fundamental to projects.

Environment	Assessment	 
and Management

During the course of 40 years 
of involvement in environmental 
assessment and management, we 
have gained a deep insight into the 
commercial challenges as well as the 
political, ethical and legal issues facing 
our clients. Whether these issues relate 
to site selection, water management, 
renewable energy, sustainability or 
biodiversity our approach is systematic 
and our use of stakeholder engagement 
is award winning.

Risk Management

Our risk management services are 
provided across the full business lifecycle 
from inception, through planning and 
building to operations and eventually 
decommissioning. We provide a 
complete range of safety, health 
and hygiene services, qualitative and 
quantitative risk assessment techniques, 
safety cases emergency planning, 
permitting and environmental due 
diligence. Our extensive laboratories  
in the UK and the Netherlands supports 
both independent clients and our in 
house specialists. 



Queensland

Flood	Reconstruction
In December 2010 and January 2011 a series of floods hit 
Queensland, displacing thousands of people, with large parts of 
the state declared a disaster zone.

RPS has helped with the flood recovery, by producing hydrology 
reports for insurance companies and detailed surveys of damaged 
infrastructure. Our specialists used high definition mapping 
technology to enable reconstruction activities to be prioritised. 
Although restoring Queensland’s infrastructure will take time, RPS 
played a central role in enabling recovery activities to commence 
swiftly and remains involved in a wide range of projects.

Brisbane River in flood at the Story Bridge.

Environment
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Olympic Park, London

Urban	Regeneration
Westfield Stratford City is the gateway to the Olympic 
Park and the largest retail-focused urban regeneration 
project developed in the UK. The 2012 Olympics 
has accelerated the transformation of this area, with 
significant infrastructure improvements taking place to 
make this a world-class venue. 

This development is part of a package of lasting 
benefits for the area designed to leave a permanent 
legacy. It includes commercial, retail and leisure 
developments, housing, hotels, parkland and additional 
public transport. Stratford will become one of the 
best-connected locations in the UK. 70% of  
Olympic visitors are predicted to pass through 
Westfield Stratford City. 

RPS has been involved in this project from the outset 
providing strategic planning advice and securing 
planning consents, in a collaboration with the London 
Borough of Newham and the Olympic Delivery 
Planning Authority. The development required 
intense consultation with the public to ensure first-
class designs, access for all and high standards of 
environmental sustainability. 

Also in the Olympic Park, RPS helped secure planning 
permission of the Athletes Village and designed the 
Olympic International Broadcast Centre. Our Project 
Management ensured that construction timescales set 
by the Olympic Delivery Authority were met.

Transforming East London for 2012 - Westfield and the Olympic Park.



Salamata Bagyan and friends show off their shea nuts harvest, 
in Palakaye village, Burkina Faso. Salamata is planting shea 
trees to support her shea nut enterprise. RPS is supporting 
TREE AID in helping thousands of rural women like Salamata 
to set up micro-enterprises and these sustainable income 
streams help families pay for healthcare, education and food.

Creative People
making a difference
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RPS conducts business in a responsible and sustainable way, through 
effective interaction with our clients and suppliers, the wider community 
and the environment.

Tree	Aid	
TREE AID is a forestry development charity, 
helping Africans living in poverty understand 
the importance of trees. Over the past six 
years RPS has supported TREE AID through 
donations to some of Africa’s poorest regions.

We have adopted the Trees for Change 
and the Tominian Trees for Trade projects 
in Mali, where a lack of tree management is 
leading to deforestation.  These enterprises 
are helping locals make money from the 
products that grow on trees. 

Our latest sponsorship is to help the River 
Trees Project in Bongo, Ghana. TREE AID’s 
prime objective for the project is to illustrate 
how healthy river trees can be an asset for 
the families of Bongo. Villagers will learn 
both new skills in non-timber enterprise, 
and discover the value of trees in protecting 
traditional farmland.

Through our contributions in 2012, we will 
be making possible projects to the value 
of £0.9m, helping communities in Africa 
become more independent. RPS is proud 
of its continued support of people and the 
environment in the fight against poverty.

World Champion
RPS HSE Manager and Senior Oceanographic Technician Gavan Wise is part of the 
Australian Mens Underwater Hockey Team, who won the 2011 Underwater Hockey 
(UWH) World Championships. 

Gavan who is the teams vice Captain,  has been playing UWH for over 22 years and 
2011 is the seventh time he has represented Australia at a World Titles event, this year 
with RPS as a team sponsor.

Creative 
People
making a difference

Rukaya Mahama, Tonjing, Northern Ghana, 
spreading kapok leaves and shea nuts to dry in 
the sun. Kapok and shea both sell for a good 
price at market so Rukaya’s family can afford to 
send her to school. 



Delivering focused and cost-effective advice on both well understood problems and 
emerging challenges enables us to maintain long-standing partnerships with our clients.

Successful Partners
delivering quality results

Potash Extraction

Helping	to	Feed	the	World
By 2050, the world’s population is forecast to be 34% higher than 
today with the greatest growth in developing countries. In order to 
feed this larger population, food production must increase by 70%, 
mostly by increasing yield and cropping intensity. Farmers today face 
the challenge of meeting this increasing demand for quality, safe foods, 
grown by cost-effective methods that protect the environment.

Potassium in the soil plays a vital role in plant growth and ensures a 
good quality, high yield. Potash is one of the three most important 
fertilizers used in agriculture today and demand is increasing. 

Potash is abundant in nature, being found in seams in the Earth’s crust 
at depths of up to 1500m. The industry relies on seismic surveys to 
help identify and solve operational problems related to mining potash.

RPS is a leading seismic consultant, with an unrivaled understanding 
of potash-related geological information and involvement in potash 
exploration projects across the world. Our seismic service specialises 
in mapping potash zones for risk analysis and mine planning, including 
identifying collapse areas and void space mapping.

Our geophysicists supported by 3D modelling tools and interpretive 
software, are helping our clients find potash resources around  
the world. 

Potash evaporation lakes in Southern Saskatchewan. 

Potential for large potash resources in the Danakil Basin in Ethiopia.
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Dublin

Securing Water Supplies
RPS has been a key partner with the Dublin Region Water Supply 
Local Authorities in implementing the region’s water supply  
strategy, to sustain social and economic development of this 
metropolitan region.

We are engaged by Dublin City Council to advise upon how to 
meet the water supply medium and longer term needs of the 
region. The Dublin Water Supply Area serves over 1.2 million 
people. This is expected to grow to over 1.6m in 20 years. RPS 
worked with Veolia Water to develop a comprehensive strategy 
for the region in 1996, updated in 2000. Since that time, RPS has 
been engaged in implementation of the key recommendations. 

Currently, this involves:

•  Overseeing the expansion of the region’s largest water 
treatment works (Liffey Works at Ballymore Eustace) to its 
ultimate capacity of 318 million litres / day. RPS carried out full 
detailed design and is supervising construction  
and commissioning.

•  Overseeing a major watermains rehabilitation programme 
following strategic modelling and design. 

RPS has delivered a major Preliminary Report and Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) for a new major water source 
for the region based on abstraction from Lough Derg on the 
River Shannon, creation of strategic water storage in a cutaway 
bog site in the Midlands, treatment and transmission to Dublin. 
This scheme offers a sustainable long-term solution to the water 
supply needs of the region. The RPS Stakeholder Engagement 
team has led an extensive communications programme alongside 
RPS Engineering and Environmental consultants. 

rpsgroup.com      17

‘Poulaphouca Reservoir’ created from  
the damming of the River Liffey.



Successful Partners
delivering quality results

KG Basin, India

HPHT	Oil	&	Gas
In India, the rapid pace of development is driving demand for oil & gas, 
with the country forecast to be the worlds 5th largest consumer of 
hydrocarbons within two decades.  There is an urgent need to tackle 
energy demand requirements. As a result, exploration efforts are focused 
on reaching deeper, more challenging reservoirs. 

The lucrative Krishna Godavari Basin is one of the world’s most exciting 
exploration areas. Oil India plans to drill a number of High Pressure High 
Temperature (HPHT) exploratory wells. RPS has a strong reputation 

for frontier oil & gas development, undertaking well construction and 
completion design for energy companies. Our extensive experience in 
complex well projects span a wide range of operating conditions and 
technology applications with experience and competency in the design 
and execution of deep, hot, high pressure wells.

RPS has won the contract to manage onshore HPHT well engineering 
and site supervision for the proposed exploration wells in the KG Basin. 

Heavy-duty deep drilling pipes from an onshore rig.
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Wakefield, UK

Responsible Manufacturing
Coca Cola Enterprises Ltd (CCE) make, sell and 
distribute soft drinks in Great Britain, selling over 4 
billion bottles and cans in the UK every year. The 
majority of its beverages are produced in the UK at 
the company’s largest European manufacturing, bottling, 
warehouse and distribution plant in Wakefield. A 
major employer in this region, the local community is 
dependent upon safeguarding jobs at the plant, whilst 
CCE is also committed to limiting the impact of its 
products and operations on the environment. 

A £25m extension to the plant will enable CCE to 
deliver its business and sustainability goals. RPS is 
responsible for the design of the specialised high-
bay extension to increase capacity and consolidate 
the storage of their product in the UK.  It includes 
environmentally friendly innovations such as sustainable 
water stewardship and recycling. As an important 
contributor to the UK manufacturing industry, CCE 
can continue to support the recovering UK economy 
through good practice routes.

Coca	Cola	Enterprises	Plant	 
in Wakefield.



Implementing	EU	
Legislation
Applying for EU membership is the start of a long, 
rigorous process. When EU legislation is transposed into 
national legislation, it is essential that it is implemented and 
enforced effectively through appropriate administrative 
and judicial structures.

With the new wave of Accession Countries in SE- Europe, 
RPS is helping on a three-year EU-funded project – RENA 
(Regional Environmental Network for Accession). The 
assistance covers a number of countries in the Western 
Balkans, including Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
Serbia, Kosovo under UN Security Council Resolution 
1244 and Turkey. RENA’s overall objective is to enhance 
regional cooperation over environmental issues.

The project is based on priorities set by environmental 
Ministers in the region – with close guidance from the 
European Commission. Major subjects are strategic 
planning and investments, climate change, cross-border 
cooperation, multilateral agreements and environmental 
compliance & enforcement. The project is being carried 
out by a consortium with RPS’ Netherlands office playing 
a pivotal role.

Macedonia; one of the countries in the  
Western Balkans receiving environmental guidance.

Successful Partners
delivering quality results

Occupational	Health	
Programme
Transocean, a multinational drilling and oilfield support 
company, is investigating the feasibility of installing audiometric 
testing booths on offshore rigs – where noise, vibration and 
limited space present special difficulties.

Because of the potentially large investment costs, Transocean 
approached RPS to provide advice on which to base a design 
specification for booth suppliers – and we subsequently 
carried out extensive noise and vibration measurements on 
a rig located in the Arctic Circle. The data we collected saved 
Transocean significant amounts of money by avoiding the 
purchase of over-specified booths. The booths will enable an 
occupational health programme for its workforce whilst they 
are on the rigs – resulting in even more cost savings.

Noise and vibration  
measurements carried 
out on rigs in the 
Arctic Circle.
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RPS Waternet TM an essential tool in analysing and  
reporting on Water Assets in the UK.

Smart Analysis
RPS is helping its water utility clients to fulfil their 
information management and statutory reporting 
objectives through the implementation of WaternetTM.  
This multi-user, fully spatial information system facilitates 
the robust integration and validation of multiple 
corporate data sources whilst allowing users to develop 
and customise outputs and asset management reports to 
meet their immediate requirements.



Successful Partners
delivering quality results

Ocean going support vessel in Halifax Harbour, Nova Scotia.
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Nova Scotia

Maximising	Resources
The Offshore Energy Technical Research Association, 
Nova Scotia, Canada (OETR) is dedicated to fostering 
geoscience research. Its central objective is to renew 
interest in the hydrocarbon potential of the offshore 
Nova Scotia region.

RPS has managed a successful Play-Fairway Analysis 
project in the region on behalf of the OETR. The goal of 
this project is to stimulate maximum participation in the 
forthcoming offshore licensing rounds. 

The project involved a review of all exploration data 
collected over the past 40 years.  The analysis and data 
produced in the research project indicates that Nova 
Scotia’s offshore is an attractive area for development 
providing geoscience analysis, evidence and analogues to 
support further exploration in the region.

Cairns

Waterfront	Development
Cairns is a popular destination for travellers to the islands 
of the Great Barrier Reef. Tourism plays a major part in 
the local economy and the city attracts large numbers of 
visitors every year.

The Cityport development is a large-scale urban renewal 
project to redevelop the Cairns port area into a world-
class waterfront facility.  The project is the initiative of 
the Cairns Port Authority, and comprises pedestrian 
walkways, hotels, shops and restaurants together with 
Reef departure terminals and an expanded marina.

RPS coordinated the development of the Cityport 
Masterplan and managed the government approvals 
process. Having drafted the Land Use plans for the 
Port’s strategic land holdings including the Cityport, 
Seaport and Airport, we continue to work with the Port 
Authority within the Cityport area.

This investment in Cityport leaves a waterfront legacy for 
the whole community to enjoy and will boost tourism 
numbers to Cairns, reinforcing its reputation as the 
‘Gateway to the Great Barrier Reef ’.

Cityport waterfront development in Cairns.



RPS Platinum Sponsors at the  
2011 Green Business Awards –  
celebrating excellence in green  
practice, strategy and products.

Trusted Leaders
of our professions
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PJ	Rudden,	Group	Business	Director	
in	Ireland,	was	inaugurated	as	
President	of	Engineers	Ireland	–	the	
representative	body	for	over	24,000	
engineers	across	industry,	the	public	
service,	semi-state	organisations	and	
academic institutions. 

PJ is Project Director for both the 
European Green Capital Award for the EU 
Commission and the Irish Scottish Energy 
Links Study on offshore renewable energy 
for the Governments of Ireland, Northern 
Ireland and Scotland. 

RPS has a reputation for meeting the challenges posed by large complex projects 
and problems and conducting business in an open and responsible manner. 

RPS staff hold memberships in more than 250 professional bodies across the 
world, as well as numerous highly-respected, senior advisory and professional posts.

Trusted 
Leaders
of our professions



 
Close-up view of an exposed coal seam  
from an open cast mine.

Energy	 
The exploration and production  
of energy and other natural resources

Environment 
The development and management  
of the built & natural environment
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