
Here’s Your ‘New Look’ Newsletter 

Hello everyone,   

Welcome to the new 
look community      
newsletter. 

 

Our aim is, to publish a 
newsletter four times a 
year, keeping you up to 
date with what's        
happening in the 
Durham dales, and     
further afield, with news 
from UTASS and various 
other organisations.  

 

Over the summer, albeit 
not a summer to cheer 
about, there have been 
lots going on. There was 
the World War One    
exhibition held at 
UTASS, a glorious      
Middleton Carnival - 
with it’s usual Treasure 
hunt and scarecrow trial, 
the fabulous Yves Saint    

Laurent exhibition at 
the Bowes Museum 
and the Roof of     
England cycle race. 

 

In this issue, we have 
details of training    
being organized by 
UTASS,  a calendar of 
events     happening 
over the coming 
months, details of    
outreach    
facilities &   
support 
groups, and 
also exciting 
opportunities 
of sponsorship 
and some 
news of new 
businesses  
operating 
from the dale. 

 

 

Hope you enjoy the 
newsletter and if you 
have anything for the 
next one, which will 
cover December,    
January and February, 
please email details to 
me at                        
emma@utass.org  

 

Best Wishes,  

Emma  

World War One Exhibition held at UTASS in June. 
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Margaret Bradshaw, aged 89 ¾ years, completes the 
Great North Run for 2 Dales Charities 

Margaret Bradshaw, 
completed the 13.1 
miles, from Newcastle to 
South Shields in the 
amazing time of 4 hours, 
21 minute in aid of 
UTASS and the Tees-
dale & Weardale Search 
& Mountain Rescue.   

Originally, she had set 
her sight on raising 
£2000, however, since 
reaching this target, she 
has raised it to £3000 !  
At 89 years of age, she 

crossed the finishing 
line, finishing 7th out of 
the over 80’s females.  
You still have time to 
sponsor this amazing 
lady. You can visit the 
UTASS office and sign 
the sponsor form, or you 
can visit                      
virginmoneygiving.com 
and search for Emma 
Spry (who set up the 
fundraising page on  
Margaret's behalf) . 
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Supporting our Communities in the Durham Dales  

Durham County Carers Support 
At UTASS 

Support. The next is Friday 9th 
October and it is an ideal         
opportunity for people who are 
unpaid carers for family/
friends/neighbours to pop in 
and have an informal chat. 

 

You can find out more        
information by visiting 
www.ddcarers.org  or contact 
Helen on 01833 600 577. 

For well over a year now, 
Helen Fothergill, a carer 
support worker from 
Durham County Carers 
Support has been coming to 
UTASS every other Friday, 
supporting carers in our 
local community.  

 

The support can vary from  
simply having someone to 
listen and talk to, help with 
getting carer related        
benefits, assistance to access 
grants and funding as well 
as training courses, and 
much, much more. 

 

Helen holds regular coffee 
mornings, for existing    
carers and also for any   
carers who have not already 
registered with the Carers 
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Sheep & Goat Movement Reporting Service  

Movement documents now need to be directed to: 

Animal Reporting & Movement Service (ARAMS) 

South Western, PO Box 6299, Milton Keynes, MK10 1ZQ 

 

Helpline: 08445 730137 and FAX: 01908 664433 for the ARAMS forms 
 

All Animal Health enquiries now need to be directed to: 

Durham County Council, Environment, Health & Consumer Protection 

EHCP [Animal Movements], PO Box 617, Durham, DH1 9HZ 

General enquiries to –Tel 03000 261016 

2015 Durham  

Hedgelaying 

Competition 
 

This year’s Durham Hedgelaying competition is   

taking place on Friday 9th October, 2015 at       

Piercebridge Farm, The Green, 

Piercebridge, DL2 3SE.       

                                              

Competitors & Spectators welcome. 

For full details & registration forms for the Durham 
Hedgelaying Competition contact: 

T:  03000 267143  

 

E: landscape@durham.gov.uk  

Kind Regards 

The Landscape Team  

Sent on behalf of the Durham Hedgerow Partnership 

Mobile Beauty Therapist Emma Richardson 
of  Tranquil Treatments works from UTASS 

every Friday.  

 

Her treatment menu and price list is on the 
UTASS website, www.utass.org. 

mailto:landscape@durham.gov.uk
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Supporting UTASS 
 

You can now support 

UTASS via  

Virgin Money Giving. 

 

You can visit  

www.utass.org  and in 

the “Support uS” tab 

you’ll find a link to 

our Virgin Money   

Giving page. 

 

alternatively you 

can use the QR code. 

Below. 

 

Desmonds Poem… 

We’ll be saving a spot in every newsletter for a 

poem written by our member Desmond Collinson... 

NE First Credit Union Opportunities at UTASS 
 

Did you know you can join NE First Credit Union and pay in to your account via UTASS? 

Adults can join the credit union for a £1 fee and can now apply immediately for a loan up to a maximum of £15,000. 
Loan interest rates are calculated daily on a reducing balance basis. There is also free life insurance with every loan. The 
insurance cover would pay off any outstanding loan as well as doubling the amount of savings for those aged up to 65. 
For those aged between 65 and 75 any outstanding loan would be paid off.  The next 10 people aged between 18 and 
25 years who  open a credit union account via UTASS will benefit from a deposit of £4 from NE Credit Union. 
 

Young people can also save with the credit union and they do not pay any joining fee. Young savers aged under 8 years 
also receive a free piggy bank. 
 

Information about NE Credit Union and application packs are available from UTASS during office hours on    
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and the collection point service is available on Thursdays between 

4pm and 5pm. 

you think about their 
services. 
We tell commissioners 
what you say about 
the services they are 
paying for. 
We pass on our    
findings to the Care 
Quality Commission 
and Healthwatch  
England.  

 

You can find us at 
www.healthwatchcoun
tydurham.co.uk  or 
there are comment 
cards and a box to 
post them in, in the 
reception at UTASS. 

Healthwatch is the 
new independent  
consumer champion 
created to gather and 
represent the views of  
the public.         
Healthwatch will play 
a role at both national 
and local level and will 
make sure that the 
views of  the public 
and people who use 
services are taken into 
account.  

We gather the views 
and experiences of  
local people and see 
what is good and what 
is not. 
We tell providers what 
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OUTREACH FACILITIES 

at UTASS, 9-11 Chapel Row 
 

    Teesdale Citizens Advice Bureau :  Teresa McKnight   

                Fortnightly on Tuesdays - 10am – 1pm 

 

                Durham County Council :   3rd Tuesday of the month [10.30-11.30]   

                                                                Environmental issues;  

                              bus passes; any council services 

 

                  Durham County Carers :  Fortnightly on Fridays 

 

Robyn Peat, Partner, George F White is available on the first Monday of every month for professional and business 
advice at UTASS.   
Free appointments can be made through UTASS (01833 641010 or info@utass.org) or by phoning George F 
White’s on 01388 527966 

Music & Memories 
 

UTASS will be offering fortnightly music and memories 
sessions between 2pm and 3pm starting                     

Tuesday 13th October.  
 
 

The aim of the session is to provide a warm, welcoming 
and caring setting where people can come together for 

a singalong, socialise, cup of tea and a cake.  
The Monday Night Girls Group at UTASS will bake the 

cakes for participants to share,  
at the music and memories sessions.  

 
 

The first session is free and only £1 per session 
thereafter. Transport to and from UTASS may also 
be available if required. If you want to come along 

please contact UTASS on 01833 641010. 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 

AND CHAPERONES NEEDED 
Could you spare a couple of hours once every 2 

months – particularly on a Thursday evening? If so 
we’d love to hear from you. Volunteer Drivers would 
need to be aged over 25 with a clean driving licence 

with D1 (mini bus) category held and appropriate 
Criminal Records Bureau checks will need to be un-

dertaken. Contact Jen at either 01833 641010 or 
jen@utass.org 

SALES, WANTS & SERVICES 

 

Here at UTASS we have a notice 
board, full of Sales, Wants & 

Services.  
 
Feel free to pop into the office 
to view them, or you can see them 

all on our new website: 
 

www.utass.org 
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 Citizens Advice are at UTASS every other Tuesday. 

 Music & Memories at UTASS every other Tuesday. 

 Pilates, UTASS every Wednesday (Except 21st) 

 Durham County Council come to UTASS the 3rd Thursday on the 

month. 

 Tranquil Treatments are at UTASS every Friday (Except 30th) 

 Durham County Carers are at UTASS every other Friday. 

 9th - Durham County Carers  Support Coffee Morning. 

 5th - Barnard Castle YFC meeting, Pre AGM & Games Night, 

7.30pm Marwood Village Hall. 

 13th - Middleton in Teesdale Farmers Lunch. 

 15th - Barnard Castle Farmers Lunch. 

 19th - Barnard Castle YFC meeting, AGM, 7.30pm Marwood 

Village Hall. 

 21st  - St Johns Chapel Farmers Lunch. 

 26th - UTASS Christmas Cards and Calendars      .     

.         ON SALE! 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

October 2015 

Pilates 

Farmers 
market & 
Craft Fair 

DC Carers      
Support          
Coffee morn. 

DC Carers         
Support 

Tranquil           
Treatments 

Tranquil           
Treatments 

Tranquil           
Treatments 

Tranquil           
Treatments 

CAB 

CAB 

MiT         
Farmers 
Lunch 

Barnard  
Castle       
Farmers 
Lunch 

St Johns 
Chapel       
Farmers 
Lunch DCC 

Events 

Pilates 

Pilates 

Music & 
Memories 

Music & 
Memories 

Barnard  

Castle 

YFC 

Barnard  

Castle 

YFC 
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Events 

 Citizens Advice are at UTASS  every other Tuesday. 

 Music & Memories at UTASS every other Tuesday. 

 Pilates, UTASS every Wednesday  

 Durham County Council come to UTASS the 3rd Thursday 

on the month. 

 Tranquil Treatments are at UTASS every Friday (Except 

27th) 

 Durham County Carers are at UTASS every other Friday. 

 2nd - YFC annual bonfire, hosted by Staindrop YFC, 

watch the UTASS Website for further details. 

 10th - Rachel Logan - Chiropodist at UTASS. 

 11th  - St Johns Chapel Farmers Lunch 

 17th - Middleton in Teesdale Farmers Lunch 

 19th - Barnard Castle Farmers Lunch 

 UTASS Office is closed 23rd - 27th (all ARAMS & BCMS 

will be done on a daily basis.) 

 28th - Middleton Mart Christmas Fair, & Christmas 

Lights Switch On. 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

30      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

 

29 

November 2015 

UTASS CLOSED 

DC Carers     
Support 

DC Carers       
Support 

Tranquil           
Treatments 

Tranquil           
Treatments 

Tranquil           
Treatments 

CAB 

CAB 

St Johns 
Chapel       
Farmers 

Barnard  
Castle       
Farmers 
Lunch 

MiT         
Farmers 
Lunch 

DCC 

Farmers 
market 

Christmas 
fair & 
lights 
switch on 

Farmers Lunches: 

UTASS manages men’s CREE lunch sessions for retired / semi-retired farmers or men associated with agriculture: 
 

The Middleton-in-Teesdale CREE lunch, at Middleton-in-Teesdale Farmers Auction Mart.  

 
 

The Barnard Castle CREE lunch, at Barnard Castle Farmers Auction Mart. 
 

 

The St John’s Chapel CREE lunch, at St John’s Chapel Town Hall. 
 
If you would like to attend, please call UTASS (Mondays/Thursdays/Fridays) on 01833 641010 and speak to Anne Scott 

Pilates 

Pilates 

Pilates 

Pilates 

Music & 
Memories 

There are two organised trips 
for those registered with the 
UTASS youth groups to the 
Blue Reef Aquarium, Riot 
Training and the Metro     
Centre. 

More information can be 
found on the UTASS website:                 

Provision on a Wednesday evening will be going under review in the coming weeks.   

If you have any suggestions, please do get in touch.  

We champion ourselves upon the youth sessions working, because they are what the young people want. 

YFC 
annual 
bonfire 

Chiropodist 
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UTASS disclaimer 

Please Note: UTASS cannot take any responsibility and makes no warranties, representations or undertakings 

about the individuals advertising their services, the items for sale or content of any website accessed by hy-

pertext link and links should not be taken as an endorsement of any kind. UTASS has no control over the avail-

ability of the linked pages. 

Upper Teesdale Agricultural Support Services Ltd [UTASS] 

is a Registered Charity 1120120 and Company Limited by Guarantee 6054331. 
 

UTASS gratefully acknowledges the support and financial contributions from Volunteers, The R H Woods 
Charitable Trust, Esmee Fairbairn North East and the Community Foundation serving Tyne & Wear and 

Northumberland,  Durham County Council, The ASDA Foundation, The Sir Tom Cowie Charitable Trust, The 
Andrew Martell Fund, The Ernest Cook Trust, The Lloyd’s Bank Foundation for England and Wales, The Bar-
bour Foundation, East Durham Community Trust, The Sir James Knott Charitable Trust,  HSBC Agriculture, 

County Durham Community Foundation, The Heart of Teesdale, Sponsors and Service Users. 

For further information please contact Julia Stephenson – julia@utass.org or on 01833 641010 
(REMINDER - we close on Wednesdays!) 

  
Sir Tom Cowie Charitable Trust 

Funding (details below &        
criteria opposite) 

Funding for young people to increase knowledge of health & 
safety, improve confidence and help achieve qualifications, in 
preparation for employment. 
Completed application form needed to apply by 16.10.15.  
Open to County Durham residents. 

  

DATES 
  

Lantra Tractor Training (13-16) 6 hr x 2 trainees x 5 days – (10 trainees) From August 15 

Pre-Test Tractor driving (16) 1.5 hr group session + 1 hr individual (4 trainees) From August 15 

ATV Training 6 hr x 2 trainees (2 trainees) From August 15 

Car & Trailer Lessons 3 hr x 3 individual lessons  x 5 trainees From August 15 

Car Driving Lessons 2 hr x 5 individual lessons x 4 trainees From August 15 

Other Training 

NPTC Level 2 Award in Safe Use of Sheep 
Dips Training (2x1hr) (Theory Practical Assessments (7.10.15) 2Oct (eve)+6.10.15 

TAP funded MiDAS minibus training 
(free) UTASS & Middleton Mart for D1 licence holders 12+13 Oct 15 

Educational Visit to Middleton Mart Cockfield Primary School to Middleton Mart 15 October 15 

Educational Visit to Middleton Mart Butterknowle Primary School to Middleton Mart 20 October 15 

Barclays Digital Training UTASS 20 October 15 

Level 2 Award in Safe Use of Pesticides 
replacing Grandfather Rights (post 
31.12.64)  NEEDED TO APPLY PRO-
FESSIONAL PRODUCTS AFTER 
26.11.15 

Mandatory Unit – Unit 1: The principles of safe handling and 
application of pesticides on own land 
  
Training, registration & assessment 

21 October 15 

NPTC Certificate of Competence for the 
Transport of Livestock – Short Journeys Assessments at UTASS – approx. cost £75 21 October 15 

PA6/Unit 2 Hand Held Sprayer (practical) Training, registration & assessment at Middleton Mart 
22/23/26 Oct 
15 

PA2/Unit 3 Mounted Sprayer (practical) Training, registration & assessment at Middleton Mart 
22/23/26 Oct 
15 

Lantra 13-16 Tractor Driving 2 trainees – accredited course at Middleton Mart 14 November 15 

Essential First Aid UTASS – St John’s Ambulance 3hr non accredited course 3 Nov (9.30-12.30) 

Training for volunteers (free) Pilot Course may be held at UTASS TBA? 

TAP Funded Minibus Training D1 Test where needed / Minibus Driver Awareness Training Until June 16 

Visit to British Wool Marketing Board Wool Process Tour at Bradford for Shearing Trainees 18 Feb 2016 

TRAINING UPDATE 2015 


