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Disaster Fund for Mendocino County Guidelines 
 
The Disaster Fund for Mendocino County is managed by Community Foundation of Mendocino 
County and was created by a lead gift from the Community Foundation’s Board of Directors in 
response to drought conditions in the spring/summer of 2014. 
 
Funding will primarily be awarded to family resource centers, senior centers, community dining 
rooms and other non-profits that provide disaster relief and recovery services to households 
impacted by a natural disaster, such as meals, temporary housing assistance, replacement of essential 
household items, and medical care or counseling. 
 
Types of Funding: 
 

1. Grants for family resource centers, senior centers, community dining rooms, and 
other non-profits to repair immediate damage to their facilities and enable them to resume 
their service delivery and provide emergency financial aid and other support to victims of 
natural disasters.  Examples of emergency financial aid for critical household/family needs 
that are not covered by insurance and determined necessary to keep a family housed, a 
person to maintain employment, or for an elder to continue to live independently, include 
the following: 

• Short-term housing assistance or security deposits 

• Food and utility bills 

• Essential household items, like beds or vital appliances 

• Prescriptions, eyeglasses, hearing aids or other medical equipment 

• Car and emergency household repairs 

• Insurance deductibles for medical or car repairs due to disaster 

Other parameters of emergency financial aid: 
 Family resource centers, senior centers, community dining rooms, and other non-

profits will use eligibility guidelines for distributing emergency financial assistance 
that comply with IRS Publication 3833: Disaster Relief, Providing Assistance Through 
Charitable Organizations. 
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 Emergency financial aid can be used to supplement, but not duplicate, other financial 
assistance  

Eligibility requirements for family resource centers, senior centers, community dining rooms, and other non-
profits to receive grants: 

• Must be a 501c3 public charity, or charitable program/agency in good standing 

• Must lack immediately available government (FEMA or State) or other nonprofit funds 
to allow for an appropriate response  

• Must demonstrate a process for screening households for emergency financial aid and 
disbursing the aid, including the process for avoiding duplication, if applicable 

• Must have a track record in providing case management services to households seeking 
financial assistance, if applicable 

• Must be able to coordinate services/receive referrals from the Mendocino County 
VOAD or similar referral source 

Reporting Requirements: Grantees will submit a summary report of services provided and 
expenditures made every three months after receiving the emergency grant until all grant funds are 
expended, or within a year, including: 

• Total number of households and individuals helped and demographics of these 
households 

• Type and amount of assistance provided 

• What was learned as result of providing these services 

• The challenges that arose in connection with providing these services 
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