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HFI Update

“Immerse Yourself in the World of Aviation”

Christine Brown can’t remember 
a time she wasn’t interested in 

flying. But while on a trip to Africa in 
2004, a helicopter tour over Victoria 
Falls changed her career path.

“It was my very first time in a 
helicopter, and I absolutely fell in love 
with it,” Brown says.

While obtaining her B.S. in 
civil engineering from California 
Polytechnic State University, Brown 
also pursued her fixedwing training. 
“I washed airplanes to make extra 
money for flying,” she says.

Brown applied for HFI’s 
Commercial Helicopter Rating 
Scholarship in 2011 and in 2012 began 
working on her helicopter rating. 
Most of her helicopter flight training 

was completed at Mountain Ridge 
Helicopters in Logan, Utah.

She currently holds a private, 
instrument, commercial, certificated 
flight instructor, and certificated flight 
instructor – instrument rotorcraft 
ratings, as well as a private airplane 
rating. “At some point, I would like to 
finish my fixedwing ratings and obtain 
my rotorcraft ATP,” Brown says.

After obtaining her helicopter 
rating, Brown started as a flight 
instructor flying the Robinson 
R22 and R44 out of Linden, New 
Jersey. She is currently a pilot and 
the director of flight operations for 
NYONair, where she flies the Airbus 
AStar 350 as well as the TwinStar 355. 
The Kearny, New Jersey, company 
specializes in aerial production and 
photography. Brown also works part
time as a tour and charter pilot for 
Liberty Helicopters.

“I love flying the Airbus products. 
I have a fantastic mentor who is 
beginning to teach me how to fly 
the camera systems for production 
work,” she says. Brown hopes to one 
day fly for a wildlife conservation or 
antipoaching company.

For those considering helicopter 
aviation, Brown advises, “Jump in 
headfirst! You have to immerse 
yourself in the world of aviation in 
order to be successful in this 
industry.” 

Allison McKay is 
vice president of 

Helicopter Foundation 
International.

Upcoming HFI Events

SCHOLARSHIP GOLF 
TOURNAMENT
All proceeds will fund scholarships for 
future pilots and mechanics
ff Cowboys Golf Club
Grapevine, TX • Sun., March 5
Check‑in 10 am

Shotgun start at 12:00 pm

Register at rotor.org/golf

HERITAGE OF HELICOPTERS
Take a break from aviation’s latest on 
the HAI HELI-EXPO show floor and 
visit this display of vintage rotorcraft
ff Static Display 50 
Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention 
Center 
March 7–9

ONLINE SILENT AUCTION
Support HFI’s missions of preserving 
the past, ensuring the future
ff Bid 24/7 at 
www.biddingforgood .com/HFI
Mon., Feb. 27, 12:00 pm CST
Thu., Mar. 9, 4:00 pm EST

CAREER ROUNDTABLE
Thinking about a career in the 
helicopter industry? Looking to take 
your rotorcraft career to the next 
level?
ff Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention 
Center, D167 
Tue., March 7, 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

HELICOPTER INDUSTRY 
CAREER FAIR
Find the job that will advance your 
career
ff Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention 
Center, D167 
Tue., March 7, 10:30 am – 5:00 pm 
Free for attendees but registration 
is required 
Register at rotor.org/careerfair

Christine Brown, HFI scholarship recipient 
and helicopter and fixed-wing pilot. 

“You have to immerse 
yourself in the world of 
aviation in order to be 
successful in this industry.”
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