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Once upon a time there were two people who lived in a garden.  They were very happy. 

They were children of the King, and so that made them a prince and princess.  They had

everything they needed.  The King would walk with them in the garden and they knew they

were very special.

One day, the princess and the prince heard the voice of someone else in the garden.

This other voice suggested that they could have something the King told them not to have. 

They would be disobeying the King if they took this, but the voice said that their life would

never be the same, and it sounded so appealing.  So they took it.

Then they realized how wrong it had been to disobey the King.  Life was definitely not

the same.  They felt shame and sadness and hurt , things that they had never felt before.  The

King knew they had disobeyed them and he sent them out of the garden.  Life became very

difficult and sad.

Being sent out of the garden made it seem like the King did not like them anymore. 

They certainly did not think that they were a princess or prince anymore.  But they could sort

of remember a promise the King made.  But they didn’t really understand.

Years passed.  The princess and prince had children and their children had children, for

many generations.  Sometimes the people remembered the promise of the King and

wondered.  Could they be a princess again?  Could they be a prince again?

Sometimes the people forgot about the King and his promise.  They didn’t care.  They

didn’t care about being some princess or prince.  They would be king on their own and do

whatever they wanted.  They didn’t care about some King they didn’t know and couldn’t see. 

They didn’t care about some King who lived far away.

But the King cared.  He cared very much about the people who used to live in the

garden and their children and their children’s children.  He still loved them and somehow

wanted them to know that.  He wanted these people to know that they were really special and

important and, in fact, they were still princesses and princes.

Then the time came for the King to keep his promise that he had made so long ago in

the garden.  He had made a promise about a child.  This child would do what the first prince

and princess did not do.  He would obey the King in everything.  

1



The King sent the child.  The child obeyed the King, in everything he said and did, all

through his life.  But it meant he also had to obey the King in the way he died.  That was very

sad.  Even though he had done nothing wrong, he was judged and condemned to die, as if he

were a terrible criminal.  While he was dying, the King himself looked at the innocent man and

left him to die, as if he were guilty.  It was painful to be rejected by the King.

But there was something going on here that the people did not understand until later. 

You see, the child did what the first prince and princess did not do: he obeyed the King

perfectly.  Because of what this man did, the King could show all people how much he wanted

everyone to be his princes and princesses.  

This very special person now spoke the message of the King’s love for his people.  This

special person lived the King’s love for his people.  In fact, this child was the Son of the King!

The King made it known that the Son paid all the punishment for the wrong of the first

prince and princess and everyone else.  Because the Son was perfectly obedient, the wrong

that people do would no longer get in the way of the relationship with the King.

In fact, anyone who would believe in the King’s Son and in his perfect obedience could

be a prince or princess.  That’s what the King wanted when the first prince and princess were

in the garden.

Now what happens to princesses and princes who love the King and listen to what he

says?  They enjoy all the good things that the King gives.  They enjoy knowing that there are

many princes and princesses, and they enjoy being with those who love the King.  

Just like the first prince and princess, they can walk with the King and know his love. 

They can know that the King will take care of them every day, in everything.  

But there’s more to being a prince or princess than just getting something.  What’s

really special is who a person is; it is being someone.  It is being a prince, a princess.  It

means being like the King: being kind like he is kind, being trustworthy like he is trustworthy,

loving other people like he loves, being generous like he is generous.  

And there’s something else about knowing the King and being a prince or princess. 

There’s the promise the King gives that princes and princesses will live happily ever after. 

You see, the King promises that anyone who believes and trusts him will live with him in an

experience of wonderful and perfect joy forever.

Now, all of this sounds a bit like a fairy tale: once upon a time, princes, princesses,

happily ever after.  I know it’s missing the part about someone kissing someone else.  But it

does sound a bit like a fairy tale.
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But the wonderful thing of it all is that this is not a fairy tale.  Everything I have said

today is true.  I didn’t make this story up.  You know that the King I am talking about is God. 

You know that the King’s Son is Jesus.  And you and I are the princes and princesses, when

we believe in God as our King and in his Son, Jesus. 

Now sometimes we’re tempted to not believe what God says. Sometimes we think God

is far away and has forgotten us.  Or since we can’t see him, he can’t see what we do. 

Sometimes we might be afraid of God, as if he is someone who is mean and punishes us. 

We might think that bad things that happen to us are caused by God because he is angry with

us.

But God tells us in the Bible that there will be sad things and difficult things and painful

things that will happen in this life.  Like a virus and people getting sick and people dying. 

That’s because the first prince and princess, Adam and Eve, disobeyed him.  And so God’s

enemy, who was that voice in the garden so long ago, is still at work in the world.  He is using

all these bad things to make us question the love and care of God.  He is using these things to

make us question whether we are princes or princesses.

But God is not punishing us for the bad things we do.  Jesus has taken that punishment. 

God is not angry with us.  Jesus took that anger.  We might suffer the consequences of our

disobedience, but we are not paying a punishment to earn the love of God.  Jesus did that.

So we can know, not just wonder, but know, that we are children of the King, of God. 

That means that God, loves us. 

We just sang the song “Jesus Loves Me.”  How do I know that?  The Bible tells me so. 

You are loved.  Period.  It’s not “You are loved. If.”  If you obey.  If you follow all the rules. If

you are good enough. If you are pretty enough.  If you are popular enough.  If you are smart

enough.  If you get good grades.  

Sometimes we think God will love us only if we are good enough.  But that’s not what

God, the King says.  “How great the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be

called children of God.  And that is what we are.”

God is our Father.  We are his sons and daughters.  We are loved.  Period.  That’s no

fairy tale.  The Bible tells me so.  That’s the word of God to you, his child.  

Loved. Period.  That is who we are!

Amen.
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