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Fire Guidance development-Why?  

 
 

•  To improve awareness and risk management for all health & 

    social care practitioners 

 

•   Challenge the ‘Its not my job’  mentality & ‘blinkered’ approach 
    to assessment & interventions 

  

• To enhance clinical reasoning in all aspects of environmental 

adaptation, considering the person, their environment, routines, 

& support systems 
 

•   To support realistic care plans to support service users in their 

     chosen activities 

 

•   To build a more integrated & standard approach to fire 
     prevention & management    



How did we approach this? - multi 
agency working   

AT Peer Supervision Group, &   

Forum: 

 

 
• Peer support 

• Telecare specialists working with 

other agencies  

• Sharing experiences & knowledge 

• Joint problem solving 

• Examining the evidence base 

• Development of good practice 

• Cascading information to support 

good practice 

 

  



Dementia /memory problems: 

Challenges for fire prevention    

• Memory & attention – unattended pans, distractions, 

reduced ability to respond to risks/situations   

• Judgement & problem solving – inappropriate 

behaviours, tampering  

• Lack of mental capacity 

 

 

 

• Lack of insight & awareness – reduced ability to use 

electrical & other devices safely 

• Poor organisation, sequencing and planning    

 

 



Brain-Behaviour Relationships 

Frontal Lobe 
• Initiation 

• Problem solving 
• Judgment 
• Inhibition of behavior 
• Planning/anticipation 
• Self-monitoring 
• Motor planning 
• Personality/emotions 

• Awareness of 
  abilities/limitations 
• Organization 
• Attention/concentration 
• Mental flexibility 
• Speaking 
  (expressive language) 
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Parietal Lobe 
• Sense of touch 
• Differentiation: 
   size, shape, color 
• Spatial perception 

• Visual perception 

Temporal Lobe 
• Memory 

• Hearing 

• Understanding language 

  (receptive language) 

• Organization and   

 sequencing 

Brain Stem 
• Breathing 
• Heart rate 
• Arousal/consciousness 
• Sleep/wake functions 
•Attention/concentration 

Brain             

Stem 

Cerebellum 

• Balance 

• Coordination 

• Skilled motor 

activity 

Occipital 

Lobe 
•  Vision 



Nuffield Council on Bioethics (2009) p 10  

How activities of daily living deteriorate 
as dementia progresses 



Physical Health Conditions-Challenges for fire 

prevention  

  

 
  

 

 

v   Is there a physical  disability   

             impacting upon the persons mobility?   

v   Is the person being hoisted or assisted       

             with transfers?   

v   Does the person live alone?   

v   Can anyone in the property assist them    

             to leave in an emergency?   

v   Does the person sleep upstairs and rely      

             on a  stairlift to get downstairs?   

v   Does the person have uncontrolled      

             epilepsy and cook independently?   

v   Is th Is there evidence of hoarding?   

  



 
 

Importance of cooking: retaining some 

independence in food & drink preparation   
  

  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.theguardian.com/money/2011/dec/16/older-people-suffering-fuel-poverty-scheme&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=sTY9VMz4MeHj7Qbr8ICYCQ&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNHZsOXTKJHaJlf4GA6_i9IU-aPQSQ
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://imgarcade.com/1/old-people-drinking/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=qj89VKC9FceM7Aaap4DIDg&ved=0CDYQ9QEwEDgo&usg=AFQjCNH72fit2LKsbwtCmgdcZzY2MK9Ocg


  Risk of fire from electrical & other 

appliances 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.firesafetysearch.com/news/fire-prevention-report-measures-to-protect-the-elderly-from-house-fires/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=Gjc9VNvxHqqu7Abe7IGYBA&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNEi7kMOZ-svjTI6F1Uj3jBpiwqn4Q
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.swindonlink.com/news/is-your-electric-blanket-endangering-your-life&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=5Tc9VIV_huPtBvj-gdgE&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNHqXxOQCUkkt7Z-eJWXkdSs7VBtxQ
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.sodahead.com/living/have-you-ever-burned-something-in-a-microwave/question-3231015/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=ozk9VO-BDsTZ7gatqYHwDQ&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNFIu5K48HHr3b-q6zMBJDiI9RujmQ
http://www.bitterwallet.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/washing-machine1.jpg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://rossohairesconcepts.blogspot.com/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=Q4w-VKTbDK-u7Aafy4DgBA&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNHROmfcR8RVRhiQ49IpI9kWpZ_2YA


 Enablers for fire prevention 

• Range of electronic AT integral to support/care plans to 

facilitate a positive risk taking approach 

 

• Focus on adapting existing environment due to familiarity & 

limitations on ability to adapt to changes 

 

• The importance of early diagnosis, good risk assessment 

procedures, & multi-agency working   

 

• Accessible & timely access to expert & independent advise,   

appropriate signposting to support services 

 

• Skills development for all agencies involved in supporting 

vulnerable people & people with memory problems 
 







The Dependability Telecare Assessment (DTA) Tool 

Guy Dewsbury 

How do we ensure reliability in 
equipment & systems 



 

Evidence base: ATTILA - Assistive Technology and 

Telecare to maintain Independent Living At home for 
people with dementia 

 • A multi-site, pragmatic randomised control trial (RCT)  

• NIHR funded (research arm of NHS) sponsored by King’s College 

London and SLaM 

 

• Objectives: 

 To establish whether AT can extend the time that people 

 with dementia can continue to live independently in their 
 own homes and whether this is cost-effective.  

 

• Secondary objectives: 

• To measure carer  burden 

• To measure the Quality of life of carers  

• To record the number and severity of serious adverse events 

 

 



  Thank you for listening 

  


