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STRAWBERRIES 
• Two Spotted Spider Mite females are coming out of diapause in numbers (see 

picture, right), and have been seen in outdoor crops as well as under protection.  It 
will have been warm enough for Phytoseiulus in protected crops last week but be 
careful if thinking about introducing them into unheated structures this week.  
Remember they are active at 14°C but ideally temperatures should reach 20°C at 
some point in the day. Both Bioline Agrosciences and Koppert have good online 
guides to help you get the best out of this specialist predator. 

• Aphids keep appearing in crops so if you are going to spray, really make sure you 
have your sprayer set up properly to get right to the crown of the plant.  Even Batavia 
cannot perform miracles, so good spray coverage is vital. 

• With flower trusses emerging on varieties such as Malling Centenary, then you should be starting your Botrytis 
programme.  Humidity will be high in closed up tunnels and with strong winds and cold temperatures forecast, 
glasshouse crops may not be ventilated as much as would be desirable.  Any crops that are in their second year should 
be getting Powdery Mildew fungicides in the programme as risk will be higher with them, but susceptible varieties that 
have been planted in the last few weeks should also be getting something too. 

RASPBERRIES 
• As with strawberries, aphids and Two Spotted Spider Mites remain the main pest issues. 

• After a fine week, you may actually have to be irrigating soil-grown crops in tunnels.  If you have a borehole, when was 
the last time you had the water analysed?  Borehole water is not always constant, so you should check it annually as an 
absolute minimum.   

BLACKCURRANTS 
• All varieties should have received their first sulphur application south of the border 

(not necessarily as heavy a dose as pictured, right!).   

• Ben Gairn and Vane will be due for a second application.  LRS monitoring traps haven’t 
actually caught any mites yet, though emerged mites have been seen during normal 
crop inspections, as have newly emerged Winter Moth caterpillars. 

• LRS have asked that crops are treated no more than 3 times with phosphite products 
and that a 28 day harvest interval is observed. 

• Our arable colleagues’ monitoring of mineral nitrogen availability in the soil is 
confirming what we expected.  The amount of readily available nitrogen is low, a 
complete contrast to this time last year when dry conditions in 2018 resulted in unused fertiliser, and a dry winter 
meant that in spring 2019 the background amount of available nitrogen in the soil was higher than average.  Discuss 
with your agronomist how nitrogen inputs might be adjusted to take into account these very different conditions. Foliar 
feeding should be part of the conversation as well. 

 
• Early varieties have flower trusses emerged in outdoor crops.  Be ready to get a fungicide on as they come into flower. 

• Remember that blueberry has a very low MRL for phosphonate (phosphite).  After a wet winter, something to help the 
roots will be tempting but do not use phosphite products after flowering. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
• We have seen many appeals on social media for labour to be recruited on to your farms.  It would appear to be a 

successful strategy for some but think about your target audience.  Most 16-18 year olds (who were expecting to be 
doing exams over the next few months) are not on Facebook or Twitter, although their parents may be.  Instagram and 
YouTube probably have the highest penetration in the under 25s.  If you can show them via video what your farm looks 
like, the type of work they may be asked to do and that you are a welcoming employer, it may be even more successful 
than a written appeal for seasonal workers.  It has never been easier to get a message out to the rest of the population 
so make use of all the channels available. 

https://www.biolineagrosciences.com/products/phytoline/
https://www.koppert.co.uk/spidex/

