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Chlorhexidine Reduces Infections in 
Knee Arthroplasty2

 “A higher chlorhexidine concentration in contact 
with bacterial components leads to rapid death of the 
organism, resulting from precipitation of cytoplasmic 
components. Lower concentrations alter the osmotic 
gradient of the cell wall, thereby causing inhibition of 
growth, but not death.”

Preoperative Shower Revisited: Can 
High Topical Antiseptic Levels Be 
Achieved on the Skin Surface Before 
Surgical Admission?3

“Failure to achieve effective skin antiseptic activity 
would likely contribute to a persistent microbial burden, 
especially in areas of high bacterial colonization (groin, 
perineum, and axilla) at the time of admission.”

Time-dependent effect of chlorhexidine 
surgical prep4

“Our results clearly demonstrate that chlorhexidine has 
a strong immediate effect, as well as a persistent effect, 
with continued reduction in bacterial load throughout 
the entire duration of the study.”

“Our data suggest that contact time is important and 
could potentially further reduce the risk of SSIs due to 
persistent antimicrobial effect.”

Research indicates that bacteria live on a patient’s skin 
and the CDC implicates eight pathogens that cause 80% of 
the most common healthcare-acquired infections (HAIs).1 
When a patient has bacteria on his or her skin, it can 
lead to increased risk for the patient and compromised 
outcomes for the facility. 
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2% CHG Cloths
The effect on bacteria    

Effective against prevalent pathogens5

Staphylococcus aureus	 99.9%

Enterococcus faecalis & faecium	 99.9%
(including VRE)
 
Acinetobacter baumannii	 99.9%

Escherichia coli (E. coli)	 99.9%

Surgical site infection data 

Total Knee Arthroplasty (TKA)	 72% reduction2 

Total Hip Arthoplasty (THA)	 63% reduction6 

Neurosurgery	 71% reduction7

Colorectal	 68% reduction8 

Cesarean Section	 73% reduction9 


