
ACHIEVEMENTS/SUCCESSES 

Special points 
of interest: 

 Term finishes for Easter 
12.35pm Fri 5 Apr 2019.  All 
pupils return Tues 23  
Apr 2019 

 Study Leave - Thurs 25 Apr - 
Fri 31 May 2019 

 May Day holiday - Mon 6 
May 2019 

 Parent Council Meeting 7pm 
Wed 8 May 2019 

 Inservice Day - Mon 3 June 
2019 School closed to pupils 

 New timetable starts Tues 4 
June 2019 

 P7 Visit Mon 17 - Tues 18 
June 2019 

 P7 Disco/P7 Parents Evening 
7pm Mon17 June 2019 

 Awards Ceremony 7pm Tues 
2 July 2019  

 School closes 12.30pm Thurs 
4 July 2019. Summer Hols 
Fri 5 July - Mon 19 Aug 
2019.  Pupils return Tues 20 
Aug 2019 
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Academy 
News 

On Wednesday, Nairn 
Academy hosted two 
HMIE Inspectors who 
came as part of a fact-
finding programme over 
Scotland to identify how 
schools involve young 
people in their own 
learning, and how we 
engage with parents and 
partners.   
 
We are delighted to 
report that the feedback 
from the inspectors was 
extremely positive: Pupils 
have the opportunity to 
lead their learning and 
to take responsibility for 
school 
developments.  Our 
work with an increasing 
number of partners- IC 
UHI, Farmer Jones 

Academy, Highland 
Catering, Greenhive, The 
School of Forestry, 
Nairn Books and Arts, 
Highland Highlife, the 
Prince’s Trust and local 
businesses- has resulted 
in a wider range of 
learning opportunities 
and courses for pupils 
which fulfil their needs 
and those of the 
community. Parents 
have positive and 
productive relationships 
with the school, and 
most importantly, our 
young people feel 
empowered.  The 
Equality Forum, Pupil 
Council and Climate 
Change groups were 
praised for their input at 
local and national 

level.  Their “passion 
and commitment” was 
emphasised.  
 
Pupils enjoy “the 
freedom the school gives 
them to explain and 
express how to make the 
school better.” We could 
not be more proud of 
Nairn’s young folk and 
the difference they make 
today and will make in 
the days to come. 
 
#Togetherwewillsucceed 
#Team Nairn 
 
The findings from this 
research will be 
available in an 
Education Scotland 
report due out in June 
2019. 

HMIE Thematic Inspection: Pupil Participation, 
Parents and Partnerships 

HMIE Thematic Inspection 



On 7th March, the 
school were awarded the 
Runner’s Up Prize in the 
Secondary School 
category for education 
for land-based learning 
at the prestigious 
LANTRA awards in 
Dunblane. The trophy is 
on display at reception, 
and the cheque for £250 
will be put towards a 

large shed which is 
needed to house tools 
for the poly-tunnel and 
garden. S3 masterclass 
pupil Aiden Fraser 
travelled to the award 
ceremony with Mrs 
Abenheimer and staff 
from the Farmer Jones 
Academy.  Our outdoor 
learning developments 
continue apace with an 

orchard being planted 
on Thursday 14th 
March with the support 
of Nairn Greenhive, and 
trees from the 
Woodland Trust forming 
the start of a new 
woodland area to 
complement the new 
tree nursery and 
planned wildflower 
meadow. 

valued by employers and 
involve work-experience 
but do not have exams. 
Details can be found in 
the Courses Booklet on 
the school website.  New 
courses include Science 
in Health and Science in 
Technology at Level 4, 
Practical Science at 
Level 5, Rural Skills at 
Level 5, and Foundation 

The new curriculum map 
was given to all S2-5 
pupils at assemblies in 
early February, and is 
available on the school 
website.  New this year 
are several National 
Progression Awards and 
Foundation 
Apprenticeships in the 
Senior Phase.  These 
awards are highly 

Apprenticeships in 
Business Skills and Food 
and Drink Production. 
Some of the courses will 
delivered by UHI staff in 
school as part of our 
timetable. BGE additions 
include ICT into S2 for a 
period a week, and 
drama into S3. 

The Rock Challenge 
team ranges from S1-S6 
pupils with them all 
involved in a variety of 
roles from staging, 
costume, music, hair/
makeup, and dance/
performance. 

We are extremely proud 
of the group this year 
who won many 
individual performance 
awards.  Highlights 

included the leadership 
award for pupils leading 
and supporting the act.  
Our School also won the 
‘Spirit of Rock 
Challenge’ award for the 
school who shared the 
best friendship to all 
other schools during the 
day at Eden Court.   

Well done to you all.  
(please see back page 
for picture) 

A huge well done to all 
our pupils who 
performed at Eden Court 
on Monday 1 April.  
They put on a fantastic 
performance on the 
theme of equality and 
diversity.  Supported by 
a group of staff they 
have put in many hours, 
weeks and months of 
rehearsal to perfect their 
8 minute performance.  
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Beach Café  
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Academy.  At the 
moment the café is 
open  10.00am – 2.00pm 
for S5/6 pupils and 
staff.  We hope to extend 
this over time.  In the 
interim, we welcome any 
senior pupils (S4-S6) who 

are in  school during 
May / study 
leave.  Seniors are very 
welcome to use this space 
for a cuppa when they 
need a break from their 
studies.  

We are delighted to now 
have our school café open 
for business.  This is a 
fantastic new project 
linking with Highland 
Catering and also 
building on our work with 
the Farmer Jones 

Beach Cafe 



This event was held on 
the 7th of February and 
was a great success, 
showcasing numerous 
local and national 
industries and sectors, 
and further and higher 
education providers 
alongside school 
departments. Almost 
200 pupils and their 
parent carers attended 

the event and feedback 
was extremely positive.  
Hospitality pupils 
catered the event, 
completing an 
assessment with flying 
colours.  
 
Positive destinations 
Figures are out for 2017
-2018 and show (again) 
that Nairn Academy had 

100% positive 
destinations for leavers.  
This figure sits against 
Highland 96% and 
Scotland 94.4%.  We 
are delighted that we 
support pupils into 
placements beyond 
school eg. Employment, 
Further/Higher 
Education training or 
voluntary work. 

provided the opportunity 
to make an alternative 
choice if necessary. 
Cross-setting involves 
trying to maximise the 
number of pupils able to 
have their first choice of 
classes by switching 
columns in which these 
are taken to improve 
efficiency.  There is an 
even greater need for 
the timetable to run at 
maximum efficiency, 
however, staff will 
always try to ensure as 

Work on next year’s 
timetable is well 
underway with all S2 
into S3 cross-setting 
complete and many 
classes at capacity.  
Senior Phase course 
choice form deadline 
was Friday 8th March, 
and cross-setting is now 
underway.  This process 
identifies any classes 
which are 
oversubscribed, or which 
cannot run due to low 
numbers- pupils are then 

many pupils can have 
their first choices where 
possible. 
Our new timetable starts 
on Tuesday 4 June. 
 
More details on the 
process can be found in 
the Course Booklets 
which are found on the 
school website.  Any 
queries with timetables 
or course choices should 
be made to Guidance 
staff or Mrs Abenheimer 
promptly. 

by Mrs Fleetwood from 
Rosebank Primary, Mr 
Macdonald from 
Millbank, Mrs 
Abenheimer from the 
Academy and, most 
importantly, the 
Millbank Digital 
Leadership pupil team.  
Pupils demonstrated four 
key applications of 
Chromebooks and the G-
Suite apps for education 
to parents and carers: 

Google Drive, Google 
Docs, Google Classroom 
and TT Rockstar. 
Feedback from attendees 
was very positive, and 
we have shared all the 
resources and links from 
the event on the school 
website and social media 
pages.  We hope to 
repeat this event over 
the course of next 
session. 
 

The ICT provision in the 
school continues to 
prove challenging, 
however, a date has 
now been confirmed for 
the Swan network 
upgrade next term, 
which should allow the 
Chromebook rollout..   
 
Parents and carers from 
the Academy and ASG 
primaries attended an  
ICT Information session 
on 26th February, run 
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Career and Learner Pathway Event 

Figures are out 

for 2017-2018 and 
show (again) that 

Nairn Academy 

had 100% 
positive 

destinations for 

leavers.   



the school.  Equally the 
school here will also 
have the opportunity to 
work with a new Head 
Teacher.  The start date 
has yet to be confirmed 
but is likely to be some 
time in May.  I will 
update once I have 
further confirmation. 

Recent and significant 
damage to three of the 
sets of pupil toilets led 
to a temporary closure 
of some of the facilities 
whilst investigations 
took place and repairs / 
cleaning was arranged.  
We have spoken with 
Pupil Council 

representatives to look 
at solutions to the issues 
as we do appreciate the 
situation is far from 
ideal and facilities that 
are closed for repair 
affect everyone in the 
school.   The cost for 
these repairs also comes 
from the school budget 

which means money is 
not then available for 
other school resources.  
Any pupils with 
information about the 
damage are urged to 
speak to their Year Head 
or Guidance teacher in 
confidence.  

School improvement/
transition work, it is 
with mixed feelings that 
I leave my post here for 
the year.  With almost 
10 years in post at 
Nairn Academy, the 
time away will give me 
new opportunities and 
ideas to bring back to 

I informed staff and the 
Parent Council last week 
that I have accepted a 
12 month secondment 
to work at Highland 
Council as part of the 
new Change Team.  
Where this offers me a 
great opportunity to be 
part of the Council 

school.  We are aware 
that some pupils have 
devices of significant 
value.  We would not 

advise bringing these to 
school to avoid risk of 
damage or loss. 

A reminder that pupils 
are responsible for any 
mobile phones/electronic 
devices they bring to 
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Mobile Phones 

HT Secondment 

Toilets 

We would 
advise not 

bringing 
these to 

school to 
avoid risk 

of 
damage 

or loss. Course-work’ and ‘Your 
Exams’ which provide 
useful advice and exam 
protocols, for example –
prohibited items, 
punctuality for exams 
and conduct in the exam 
room. Electronic copies of 
these booklets can be 
found on the school 
website.  
 
Easter revision/study 
support is on offer in 
the following subjects:  
Science- 
8th, 9th, 10th, 11th April 
8.45am-3.10pm  
P.E-  
17th April 9am-1pm 
Maths-  
11th April 11am-3.30pm 

this. As in previous years, 
pupils are welcome to 
access school facilities 
during Study Leave for 
support/private study. 
Pupils are reminded that 
they must sign in/out at 
reception if they are in 
school for study.   Full 
dress code is expected for 
both study and for 
exams.  
 
Pupils and parents can 
access a range of SQA 
support information on 
the SQA and school 
websites, including 
information regarding the 
SQA Post Results service. 
Pupils have been issued 
with booklets ‘Your 

The exam diet starts on 
Thursday 25 April 2019. 
Full details of the exam 
dates/times are available 
on the SQA website 
(www.sqa.org.uk).  
Pupils will receive their 
personalised timetable 
prior to Easter holidays.  
The period of Study 
Leave, as agreed by 
Highland Council, runs 
from 25th April – 31st 

May (inclusive). Pupils 
with an exam on the 25th 
April can study at home 
on the 24th April. The 
number of SQA exams a 
pupil is sitting will 
determine the period of 
Study Leave available. 
Pupils will be advised of 

SQA 
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Dates for your diary 

 An invite to pupils who are available to help with a community project taking 
place on Sunday 7 April.  Green Hive are organising a litter pick at 10.00am at 
Tradespark Woods in Nairn.  They would welcome any volunteers keen to pop 
along and help. 
 

 Friday 5 April 2019 term finishes for Easter at 12.35pm 
 Tuesday 23 April 2019 All pupils due to return for Summer term.  

 Senior pupils are also due in for vital last 
 minute advice/support ahead of SQA exams 
 starting. 

 Thurs 25 Apr - Fri 31 May 2019 Exams/Study Leave 
 Monday 6 May 2019 May Day holiday 
 Wednesday 8 May 2019 Parent Council Meeting 7.00pm in the 

 staffroom.  New parents very welcome to 
 attend. 

 Monday 3 June 2019 Inservice day for staff.  School closed to pupils. 
 Tuesday 4 June 2019 New Timetable starts  
 Mon 17 - Tues 18 June 2019  P7 pupils transition visit  
 Monday 17 June 2019 7pm P7 Disco/P7 Parents Evening  
 Tuesday 2 July 2019 7pm Awards Ceremony 
 Thursday 4 July 2019  School closes 12.30pm for Summer Holiday 

 reopens on Monday 19 August for Staff and 
 Tuesday 20 August 2019 pupils. 

  

SQA exam dates are available on the SQA website (www.sqa.org.uk) 

Please note, the activities day will not take place this year (noted as TBC on the 
School Calendar).  Following a review last year, pupil uptake was variable, travel 
costs have increased plus we have several teaching vacancies outstanding (as across 
a number of Highland schools) which creates difficulty in planning an event this 
year. 
 
There have been a number of other activities and trips on offer across the year.  We 
will review the situation again for 2019/2020 
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Contacting the School 
Please note there are several ways 
to contact the school.  If you phone 
reception, Office Staff will take a 
message for a teacher to call you 
back at their earliest convenience.  
Please note that Guidance and    
Senior Staff are now more class 
committed so not immediately    
available.  If you wish to arrange a 
meeting with staff please phone or 
email -
nairn.academy@highland.gov.uk 
Thank you. 
 
Wishing all pupils and families an 
enjoyable Easter break.  To note, if 
you have a Highlife Highland 
membership card, this can now be 
used in some other Councils - 
Moray, Western Isles, Argyll and 
Bute and Orkney. 

Nairn Academy 
01667 453700 
nairn.academy@ 
highland.gov.uk 

Nairn Academy 
Duncan Drive  
Nairn 
IV12 4RD 

Phone: 01667 453700 
Fax: 01667 453128  
E-mail: 
nairn.academy@highland.gov.uk 
 

We’re on the 
Web! 
https://nairn 
academy.word
press.com 
https://en-gb. 
facebook.com/
Nairn-
Academy 

Rock Challenge 2019 


