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What is the new USCG Mandate?
The new rule requires that certain categories of commercial vessels, such as 
� shing boats, tugs, and ferries operating in US territorial waters install a USCG 
certi� ed AIS transceiver. Some categories of vessels are required to install a 
Class A type transceiver and others an AIS Class B type device.

When does the law come into force?
As of March 2, 2015, commercially self propelled vessels, operating on U.S. 
navigable waters, must have a properly installed Automatic Identi� cation 
System (AIS) by March 1, 2016. Failure to do so could subject a person to civil 
penalties not to exceed $25,000.

What is AIS?
AIS signals are transmitted over two dedicated VHF frequencies with a 
typical range from a Class A unit of 20NM. AIS positively identi� es a target 
with MMSI, call sign and name to aid communications. Class A AIS provides 
automated AIS communication from ‘ship-to-ship’ and ‘ship-to-shore’, 
transmitting and receiving vessel, voyage and safety related information. 
Vessel voyage, position and course information is automatically transmitted 
and the AIS information provided by other ships in the vicinity, shore based 
stations and AIS equipped aids to navigation are clearly displayed.

Where did AIS come from ?
AIS came about when the IMO mandated in 2005 that every vessel over 300 
tons had to be � tted with an automatic positioning reporting/communication 
service, intended to warn of collisions and approaches by other ships .

What’s the di� erence between class A & B Transceivers ?
The type of transceiver has a number of impacts on AIS capability, primarily 
information from a class A transceiver  will always be prioritized and be shown 
to other ships in the area, whereas AIS information from a class B transceiver 
may not be shown until or if there is room on the AIS channel.
Class B transceivers are cheaper and transmits less frequently as they listen 
for a couple of milliseconds to hear whether a large ship is transmitting before 
it transmits its own message.
Class A AIS transponders transmit at 12W and transmissions are sent every 
few seconds. Class B units are fully integrated into the AIS system but have 
a lower 2W transmit power and only send their data every 30 seconds. They 
also require a chart plotter to display target data. Large ships can choose not 
to show AIS stations of class B on their displays.



How do I know if I am class A or B ?
Vessel Type Minimum AIS Class Requirement 
Commercial Fishing (65 FT or over) Class B
Commercial self propelled vessels (65 ft or over) certi� ed to carry 
over 150 passengers

Class B (unless operating in VYS 
in excess of 14 knots were it is Class A

Dredges operating near commercial channels Class B
Towing vessels of 26 feet or more in length and more than 600 HP Class A
Vessels with certain dangerous cargoes Class A
Other commercial self propelled vessels (65 ft or over) not 
mentioned above Class A
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Can I use my AIS in an emergency or for 
distress messaging?
Yes, but, be aware that AIS safety related text messages 
are not -currently- received, processed, recognized or 
acted upon as Global Maritime Distress Safety Systems 
(GMDSS) messages by the Coast Guard. Nonetheless, 
AIS remains an e� ective means to augment GMDSS and 
provides the added bene� t of being ‘seen’ (on radar 
or chart displays), in addition to being ‘heard’ (via text 
messaging) by other AIS users within VHF radio range.

Are there additional requirements AIS 
users should be aware of?
Yes, if you are a US registered vessel and are required 
to have MMSI # then you are also required to have an 
FCC Ship Station License & Restricted Radio 
Operators Permit.

What Vessels are impacted by the new law?

Dredgers operating 
near commercial 

channels.

Vessels engaged in 
the movement of 
dangerous cargo, 
or � ammable or 

combustible liquid 
cargo in bulk.

Towing vessels 
of 26 feet or more 
in length and more 

than 600 HP.

Vessels certi� ed 
to carry 150 or 

more passengers.

Vessels of 65 feet 
or more in length.

McMurdo’s compact and competitively 
priced AIS electronics are USCG accredited 
and therefore meet the requirements of the 
mandate. The color screen and embedded 
map feature aids visibility of key information.
McMurdo brought the � rst AIS MOB to market 
three years ago and has led the � eld in the 
adoption of AIS as a Search and Recovery tool. 
By combining the M5 with McMurdo’s Smart-
Find S10/20 you will satisfy the new law 
with the added bene� t of a ‘crew list’ feature, 
allowing display of the vessels AIS MOB IDs 
and associated crew name along with ‘a steer 
to rescue MOB casualty target screen’ on 
compatible chart plotters.
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Why should I choose the McMurdo SmartFind M5 Class A or M10 class B AIS electronics?



What features should I be looking out for in an AIS Transceiver?

AIS Features McMurdo’s SmartFind M5
Ease of Interface  The comprehensive interface capability of SmartFind M5 supports connection 

to a vessel’s existing navigation sensors; connection of Electronic Chart Display 
and Information System (ECDIS), or Electronic Chart System (ECS) using 
NMEA, NMEA2000 or USB interfaces

Meets USCG Legal Requirements  SmartFind M5 is suitable for all vessels that are required by legislation to � t AIS 
equipment and is high seas and Inland waterways certi� ed

Information Visibility  The SmartFind M5 AIS Class A Transponder gives mariners the ability to view at 
a glance the AIS status of vessels all around them and provides access to a host 
of detailed vessel navigation information via the color screen

Additional Safety Features  SmartFind M5 incorporates a fully comprehensive AIS MOB and AIS SART alarm 
to aid MOB recovery. It provides on screen indication and internal buzzer when 
any AIS SART/MOB TXID is received, an optional remote waterproof (MOB / 
alarm) sounder is also available. It also allows a “crew list” of the vessels own 
AIS MOB IDs and associated crew name and has a steer to rescue MOB casualty 
target screen. The AIS MOB alarm feature is compatible with the McMurdo 
SmartFind S10 & S20 AIS MOB devices.

Recognized Brand Name  McMurdo Has over 150 years combined experience in the development and 
manufacture of Search and Rescue equipment. McMurdo’s AIS M range is a 
trusted brand by boat owners around the world.
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McMurdo Group  – The industry’s � rst end-to-end life-saving and tracking solutions provider
Distress Beacons • Satellite Connectivity Infrastructure • Monitoring/Positioning Software • Emergency Response Management

Learn more about our portfolio of products visit www.mcmurdogroup.com

For more information on the USCG AIS Mandate 
 www.mcmurdomarine.com/ais_mandate_US_Coast_Guard

 USCGAISmandate@McMurdomarine.com

 1-240-790-0619 or 1-844-MCMURDO (toll free)
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