
 
 
 
A request to imams: 
 
In light of the ongoing violence in Masjid al-Aqsa, please dedicate a khutba about 
Masjid al-Aqsa so that your congregations can be reminded of the struggle in Palestine. 
 
 
 

من شروورر االحمد ! نحمدهه وو نستعیينھه وو نستغفرهه وو نستھهدیيھه, وو نعوذذ با! 
أأنفسنا وو من سیيأتت أأعمالنا, من یيھهدهه الله فلا مضللھه وو من یيضللھه فلا ھھھهادديي 
لھه . وو نشھهد أأنن لا إإلھه إإلا الله ووحدهه لا شریيك لھه وو نشھهد أأنن سیيدنا وو نبیينا وو 

مولانا محمداا عبدهه وو ررسولھه.  
أأما بعد:   

 
قالل الله تعالى في االقرآآنن االمجیيد وو االفرقانن االحمیيد:  

نَ االْمَسْجِدِ االْحَرَاامِم إإلِىَ االْمَسْجِدِ االأْقَْصَى  سُبْحَانَن االَّذِيي أأسَْرَىٰى بعَِبْدِهِه لیَْيلاً مِّ
مِیيعُ االْبصَِیيرُ  ◌ۚاالَّذِيي باَرَركْناَ حَوْلھَهُ لنِرُِیيھَهُ مِنْ آآیياَتنِاَ  إإنَِّھهُ ھھھهوَُ االسَّ  

 
وو قالل االنبي صلى الله علیيھه وو سلم:  

ُ عَلیَْيھِه وَوسَلَّمَ عَنْ أأنَسَِ بْنِ مَالكٍِ قَ  ِ صَلَّى اللهَّ جُلِ :الَل قاَلَل رَرسُولُل اللهَّ صَلاَةةُ االرَّ
فيِ بیَْيتھِِه بصَِلاَةٍة وَوصَلاَتھُهُ فيِ مَسْجِدِ االْقبَاَئلِِ بخَِمْسٍ وَوعِشْرِیينَ صَلاَةةً وَوصَلاَتھُهُ 

عُ فیِيھِه بخَِمْسِ مِائةَِ صَلاَةٍة  وَوصَلاَتھُهُ فيِ االْمَسْجِدِ فيِ االْمَسْجِدِ االَّذِيي یيجَُمَّ
االأْقَْصَى بخَِمْسِیينَ أألَْفِ صَلاَةٍة وَوصَلاَتھُهُ فيِ مَسْجِدِيي بخَِمْسِیينَ أألَْفِ صَلاَةٍة 

  وَوصَلاَةةٌ فيِ االْمَسْجِدِ االْحَرَاامِم بمِِائةَِ أألَْفِ صَلاَةةٍ 
ررووااهه أأحمد  

 
In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate. 
 
My dear respected ‘ulama, elders, brothers, mothers, sisters and youngsters: Assalamu 
‘alaykum wa rahmatullah wa barakatuh, 
 
It is with great pain that I stand here today in front of you.  
 
In the comfort of our beautiful homes and mosques, dressed in finery, my heart bleeds and 
cries at the thought of what is taking place in the al-Ard al-Muqaddasah, Bayt al-Maqdis and 
Masjid al-Aqsa—the Holy Land, Jerusalem and the Farthest Mosque. 



 
O believers: 

• This is the land of our patriarch – Sayyiduna Ibrahim (peace be upon him), 
• This is the place from which our beloved and blessed Prophet (peace be upon him) 

began his ascent to the Heavens, 
• This is the place that was the qiblah in the early stages of Islam, 
• This is the place that was the abode and refuge of all Prophets from time immemorial, 
• This is the place from where wahy, revelation, descended, 
• This is the land of resurrection, mahshar, 
• This is the place where the blessed Prophet (peace be upon him) led salah with the 

closest angels to Allah behind him, 
• This is the land which is home to the third Holiest site in Islam, the Third Haram of 

Islam – Masjid al-Aqsa. 
 
My respected and dear ones, my heart pains and cries at the thought of what is taking place 
there at this moment in time. 
 
A site that is Islamic and has been Islamic and Muslim for over 1400 years, today it cries out 
to the Ummah for help and yearning, and it has been doing so since 1967 when Israeli 
Occupation began. 
 
As its sanctity and holiness is violated repeatedly, Al-Quds and Masjid al-Aqsa cries out to 
the Ummah. 
 
As the rights and honour of Muslims, who have lived in its vicinity and worshipped there for 
1400 years, are violated repeatedly, Al-Quds and Masjid al-Aqsa cries out to the Ummah. 
 
Our Condition 
 
As it cries out, our condition remains indifferent.  
 
We have become desensitised to what is taking place in Palestine, and in Jerusalem and 
Masjid al-Aqsa specifically.  
 
The constant seeing and hearing of violence in the vicinity of Masjid al-Aqsa has made us 
indifferent to what is taking place. 
 
Blood and killings and violations—they have little impact on our hearts. 
 
Our younger generation is such that it has been born and nurtured in a way that Israeli 
Occupation is seen as the norm. We have become desensitised to the issue. It is sad, but this 
is the case. 
 
Our younger generations are growing up without realising that along with the two Harams in 
Makkah and Madinah, Masjid al-Aqsa is also a sacred Islamic site. However, when we look 
at the corpus of Islamic literature – the Quran and Hadith – we see the fadail of Masjid al-
Aqsa time and again. 
 
 
 



 
Merit 1 

 
عن أأبي ھھھهریيرةة ررضي الله عنھه عن االنبي صلى الله علیيھه ووسلم قالل : ((لاَ 

حَالُل إإلاَِّ إإلِىَ ثلاََثةَِ مَسَاجِدَ : سُولِل صَلَّى  تشَُدُّ االرِّ االْمَسْجِدِ االْحَرَاامِم ٬، وَومَسْجِدِ االرَّ
ُ عَلیَْيھِه وَوسَلَّمَ ٬، وَومَسْجِدِ االأْقَْصَى  ((اللهَّ
(Narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
 
Translation: Abu Hurayrah relates that the Prophet said, "You should not undertake a special 
journey to visit any place other than the following three Masajid (with the expectation of 
receiving greater reward); the Sacred Masjid of Makkah (Ka'bah), this Masjid of mine (the 
Prophet's Masjid in Madinah), and Masjid al-Aqsa (of Jerusalem).” 
 

• We see that along with the Harams in Makkah and Madinah, the third Haram of 
significant Islamic importance, as detailed by the Prophet (pbuh) is the Haram in 
Jerusalem. 

 
Merit 2 
 

ِ أأيَيُّ مَسْجِدٍ وُوضِعَ فيِ  عن أأبي ذذرر ررضي الله عنھه قالل : قلُْتُ یياَ رَرسُولَل اللهَّ
لَل ؟ قاَلَل : (( االْمَسْجِدُ االْحَرَاامُم )) قاَلَل قلُْتُ : ثمَُّ أأيَيٌّ ؟ قاَلَل : ((  االأْرَْرضِض أأوَوَّ
مَّ االْمَسْجِدُ االأْقَْصَى )) ٬، قلُْتُ : كَمْ كَانَن بیَْينھَهمَُا ؟ قاَلَل : (( أأرَْربعَُونَن سَنةًَ ٬، ثُ 

لاَةةُ بعَْدُ فصََلِّھْه فإَنِنَّ االْفضَْلَ فیِيھهِ  أأیَْينمََا أأدَْدرَركَتْكَ االصَّ  
 
(Narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
 
Translation: Abu Dharr reported that he asked the Prophet, “O Messenger of Allah, which 
Masjid was built first on earth?” The Prophet e replied, “The Sacred Masjid of Makkah.” Abu 
Dharr again asked, “Which was next?” The Prophet said, “The Masjid al-Aqsa.” Abu Dharr t 
further asked “How long was the period between the building of the two Masajid?” The 
Prophet e said, “Forty years.” Apart from these, offer your prayers anywhere when it is time 
to pray, as excellence lies in it.” 
 

• From this Hadith we see it was the second masjid built on the earth. 
 
Merit 3 
 

ُ عَلیَْيھِه  وَوسَلَّمَ فعن االبرااء ررضي الله عنھه قالل : ((صَلَّیْيناَ مَعَ االنَّبيِِّ صَلَّى اللهَّ
نحَْوَ بیَْيتِ االْمَقْدِسِس سِتَّةَ عَشَرَ  أأوَْو سَبْعَةَ عَشَرَ  - شَھْهرًاا ثمَُّ صَرَفھَهُ نحَْوَ االْقبِْلةَِ  -  

(Narrated by al-Bukhari) 
 
Translation: Al-Bara’ narrates, “We prayed along with the Prophet facing Bayt al-Maqdis 
(Jerusalem) for sixteen or seventeen months. Then Allah ordered him to turn his face towards 
the Ka’bah (in Makkah).” 



 
• When the Prophet (pbuh) arrived in Madinah, he would lead the Companions in 

prayer towards Jerusalem. This remained the case, according to this Hadith, for 16 or 
17 months. Then the Qibla was changed. We understand from this that Masjid al-
Aqsa was the first Qibla of the Muslims. 

 
Merit 4 
 

سُبْحَانَن االَّذِيي أأسَْرَىى بعَِبْدِهِه لیَْيلاً مِنَ االْمَسْجِدِ االْحَرَاامِم إإلِىَ االْمَسْجِدِ االأْقَْصَى }
[1حَوْلھَهُ } [االإسرااء:االَّذِيي باَرَركْناَ   

 
Translation: “Exalted is He who took His Servant by night from Masjid Haram to Masjid Al-
Aqsa, whose surroundings We have blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is the 
Hearing, the Seeing.” 
 
Allah mentions Himself in this Quran that He Himself has blessed this masjid, it is because of 
this that it is said: if this was the only fadilah that the Masjid al-Aqsa had, then it would be 
sufficient. 
 
Merit 5 

 
ِ أأفَْتنِاَ فعن میيمونة مولاةة االنبي صلى الله علیيھه ووسلم  قالت : قلُْتُ یياَ رَرسُولَل اللهَّ

فيِ بیَْيتِ االْمَقْدِسِس ؟ قاَلَل (( أأرَْرضُض االْمَحْشَرِ وَواالْمَنْشَرِ ... ))  
(Narrated by Ibn Majah) 
 
It is narrated in a Hadith that Maymunah (ra) asked the Prophet (pbuh) regarding Jerusalem, 
Bayt al-Maqdis. He replied: It is the land of the gathering and resurrection. 
  
Merit 6 

 
فعن أأنس بن مالك ررضي الله عنھه أأنن ررسولل الله صلى الله علیيھه ووسلم قالل : 
((أأتُیِيتُ باِلْبرَُااقِق وَوھھھهوَُ دَداابَّةٌ أأبَْیيضَُ ططَوِیيلٌ فوَْقَق االْحِمَارِر وَودُدوونَن االْبغَْلِ یيضََعُ 

مُنْتھَهىَ ططَرْفھِِه قاَلَل فرََكِبْتھُهُ حَتَّى أأتَیَْيتُ بیَْيتَ االْمَقْدِسِس قاَلَل فرََبطَْتھُهُ  حَافرَِههُ عِنْدَ 
باِلْحَلْقةَِ االَّتيِ یيرَْبطُِ بھِِه االأْنَْبیِياَءُ قاَلَل ثمَُّ دَدخَلْتُ االْمَسْجِدَ فصََلَّیْيتُ فیِيھِه رَركْعَتیَْينِ ثمَُّ 

سَّلاَمم بإِنِاَءٍ مِنْ خَمْرٍ وَوإإنِاَءٍ مِنْ لبَنٍَ فاَخْترَْتُت خَرَجْتُ فجََاءَنيِ جِبْرِیيلُ عَلیَْيھِه اال
ُ عَلیَْيھِه وَوسَلَّمَ ااخْترَْتَت االْفطِْرَةةَ ثمَُّ عَرَجَج بنِاَ إإلِىَ  االلَّبنََ فقَاَلَل جِبْرِیيلُ صَلَّى اللهَّ
مَاءِ))  االسَّ
(Narrated by Muslim) 
 
Translation: Anas ibn Malik relates that the Prophet said, “I was brought the Buraq, a tall 
white beast, bigger than a donkey but smaller than a mule. It could place its hooves at the 



farthest boundary of its gaze. I mounted it until I arrived at Bayt al-Maqdis. I tied it at the 
ring where the Prophets tied it before (i.e. the Buraq Wall or Western Wall). I entered Masjid 
al-Aqsa Sanctuary and prayed salah (two rak’ah there).” 
	  

• Masjid al-Aqsa is the place where the Prophet (pbuh) travelled by night to and from 
there he transcended upwards towards the heavens on the Night of Isra and Miraj. 

 
Merit 7 
 
في حدیيث عبد الله بن عمروو بن االعاصص ررضي الله عنھه عن االنبي صلى الله 
 َ ا فرََغَغ سُلیَْيمَانُن بْنُ دَدااوُودَد مِنْ بنِاَءِ بیَْيتِ االْمَقْدِسِس سَألََل اللهَّ علیيھه ووسلم قالل: ((لمََّ

یيصَُادِدفُف حُكْمَھهُ ٬، وَومُلْكًا لاَ یينَْبغَِي لأَحََدٍ مِنْ بعَْدِهِه ٬، وَوأألاََّ یيأَتْيَِ ثلاََثاً : حُكْمًا 
ھهُ  لاَةةَ فیِيھِه إإلاَِّ خَرَجَج مِنْ ذُذنوُبھِِه كَیيوَْمِم وَولدََتْھهُ أأمُُّ ھھھهذََاا االْمَسْجِدَ أأحََدٌ لاَ یيرُِیيدُ إإلاَِّ االصَّ

ُ عَلیَْيھِه وَوسَ  ا ااثْنتَاَنِن فقَدَْ أأعُْطِیيھَهمَُا ٬، وَوأأرَْرجُو أأنَْن )) فقَاَلَل االنَّبيُِّ صَلَّى اللهَّ لَّمَ : (( أأمََّ
یيكَُونَن قدَْ أأعُْطِيَ االثَّالثِةََ))  

(Narrated by al-Nasa’i) 
 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr related that the Prophet said, “When Sulayman ibn Dawud constructed 
Bayt al-Maqdis, he asked Allah three things. He asked Allah adjudication in line with his 
ruling, which he was given, He asked Allah, an empire which cannot be attained by anybody 
after him, which he was given and he asked Allah when he completed the construction of 
Masjid al-Aqsa, that whoever comes solely to perform Salah in this Masjid He forgives his 
sins, leaving him like the day his mother gave birth to him.” 
 
Final Comments 
 
My respected brothers and sisters, the merits of Masjid al-Aqsa are many. Likewise there are 
merits in relation to the people who are completing the fard on our behalf in defending it, 
praying there and looking after it on our behalf.  
 

رْردَدااءِ ي أأبَِ  عَنْ  ِ  رَرسُوللُ  قاَللَ  :قاَللَ  االدَّ ُ  صَلَّى اللهَّ  االشَّاممِ  أأھَْھھهلُ  :وَوسَلَّمَ  عَلیَْيھهِ  اللهَّ
وَوذَذرَراارِریيھِهمْ  وَوأأزَْزوَوااجُھهمُْ   
ِ  سَبیِيلِ  يفِ  مُرَاابطِوُننَ  یيرَةةِ جزِ اال مُنْتھَهىَ إإلِلَ  وَوإإمَِاؤُؤھھھهمُْ  وَوعَبیِيدُھھھهمُْ   ااحْتلََّ  فمََنِ  اللهَّ
  جِھهاَددٍ  يفِ  فھَهوَُ  االثُّغُوررِ  مِنَ  ثغَْرًاا مِنْھهاَ ااحْتلََّ  وَومَنِ  رِرباَططٍ  يفِ  فھَهوَُ  مَدِیينةًَ  مِنْھهاَ

(Narrated by Ibn Asakir)  
 

Abu Darda’ related that the Messenger of Allah said, “From al-Sham to the furthest point of 
Upper Mesopotamia, the inhabitants therein, along with their spouses, children and servants 
(men and women) are in a state of ribat (guarding the Muslim frontier) in the path of Allah. 
Whoever occupies any land therein is in ribat. Whoever occupies any frontier therein from 
the many frontiers is in Jihad.”  
 
 



 
Respected brothers – spare a moment thinking about what is taking place within Jerusalem, 
within Masjid al-Aqsa. The people there are our brothers. Their struggle is our struggle. 
However, today we remain in slumber and indifferent. This should not be the case. 
 
I pray that Allah Most High grants me and one and all the tawfiq to understand the fadail of 
Masjid al-Aqsa, to understand and feel the plight of Masjid al-Aqsa, to understand and feel 
the plight of the people who defend Masjid al-Aqsa, to understand and feel the plight of those 
who inhabit with ibadah and salah Masjid al-Aqsa on our behalf. This is the sacred Islamic 
duty that we should all feel in the least with heart and mind. 
 

وو آآخر ددعواانا أأنن االحمد * رربب االعالمیين  
  


