


SOLIDSPACE MANIFESTO

THE BIRTH OF RADICAL

This is my development philosophy and manifesto. It's o description of
o radical approach fo development, informed by my long-term persanal

expenence as an archilect and developer

I'make development os arl. The market desperolely needs inspiration,

and il needs products that will retain their volue. Some developers strive to
achieve this by employing star designers or architects. With Selidspace, |
am the orfisl-developer, and | use my experience lo commission challenging

architects who share my way of working

We don't design to meet targets. Rather, we make housing for discerning
buyers — people who, given the low quality of new housing stack on the
market, currently lack choice. | think of them os collectors, who need to be
provided with well-designed producls that are not currently available. In
meeting the demand to house more people, it is crucial that opporiunities
are faken to develop excellent residential homes. | work with Sclidspace to

respond to that challenge.

Qurs is a radical proposition. | have developed the talent and experise to
make beoutiful buildings - development as arl - and have an abiding inferest
in the hand-made, the individual and the bespoke. It is my belief that quality

will always be recognised ond desired.

Roger Zogolovitch Chairman, Solidspace
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RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE GAINS A NEW SPIRIT

The housing industry needs to change. As the downturn continues 1o bite, we
con no longer expect poorly-designed homes fo sell, merely because they fill
o gop in the morket. Witness the new-build urban aporiments developed to

satisfy the buy-ta-let market now filling ouction salerooms.

The reason why we believe in our future is that we build for peaple - thinking,
home-owners whe care aboul design and the environment. There is o
substantiol group of home-buyers who want bespoke, intelligent, good-
looking pieces of architecture that retain their cullural and financial value

over hme.

We take the long view, Our buildings will endure, to become the heritage of
the future. In fact, we are confident that our homes will gain and maintain

their prices, despite these recessionary times

This is not just rhetoric. We have looked at how ofher indusiries respond

la their eustomers. From cars fo catering, foshion to furniture — all of these
industries hove changed, ond have created business models thot offer choice
and don't patronise their customers. They freat customers as they want to be

treoted

The housing industry has logged behind. It still works fo the old paternalistic

premise: that the public gets what it is given. Solidspace believes thal, af this
point, the public are ahead of the house-building indusiry. We are committed
lo meeting the demands of this new generation of buyers, and we are

confident that our approach will help to change the industry for the better.
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EXCELLENT DEVELOPMENT

Solidspace wonls to creote excellent residential buildings that express our

values

We use a collaberative managemen! process that brings together architects,
suppliers, crafispeople, visionaories, surveyors, consultants and specialists
Each development is the resull of integrated teamwork. We are progressive,
responsive and accountable. This process reduces risk and improves

profitability.

Our role is to act os creative director, leading our developments and

contracting expertise at every level. We project manoge by directing a pool of
skill and tolent. Our buildings respond fo locality and the demands of each

site. Every development is bespoke
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CREATING OUR MARKET

The markelplace has changed - permanently. Many developers do not yat

understand that shift

Solidspace believes that the paradigm of speculative building hes to turn.
We believe that customers’ tastes have been underestimated by the volume
developers. There is a new generotion of archileclurally-oware home
buyers who want freshness, excitement, innovation. Solidspace offers
buildings that display a high degree of thought: homes that are inspiring,
accessible and fulfilling. Our homes anticipate and answer customers’

queshions.

Design drives the product. The Solidspace brand offers the kind of home
that the new consumer can trust. Customers are hungry for new ideas
and have been sold shorl; they wish to exercise their faste, as they do

elsewhere in life.

The public interest in residential architecture has blossomed in the past
decade. Solidspace developments are a response to this sophistication.
We understand customers’ needs for quality and for sustainable, efficient
buildings. We also understand their desire for surprise, drama and
ariginality. These are people who noice the difference befween the
handmade, the crafted, and the inditference of the volume developments

built solely for the bottom line.
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LIFTING THE SPIRIT

Solidspoce believes that hames should raise the spirits of their inhabitants,

We think that when you owake, your home should uplift you with i1s light,
volume and space. Therefore, Solidspace homes are designed to receive
the moximum of natural light, and achieve a sense of space. They are not

cramped, gloomy boxes.

Our homes are alwoys buill to enhance their neighbourheods, to be
indivisible from their locotions. They are built to losl, and made lo acquire o
sense of character. They provide the security for all the tamily as they grow F

together. They are homes for family memories
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ENGAGING SOCIAL ORDER

Qur homes respond to the patterns and disciplines of madern life.

The terraced home orose os o housing response to the needs of Victorian
fomily life. Similarly, Solidspace homes reflect the chonged sacial order of

our own erg

We are oware that domestic life has grown more complex. Therefore, we
make homes that respond to the flexible needs of today's homebuyers. For
example, we use the holf-level section as o device 1o allow the extended
family to live together, while retaining degrees of autonomy. Thaught

is always given to the differing needs of parents and children, and the

requirements of working from home.

Qur homes are designed to allow the balance of privacy and sociability.
We design homes that encourage communal values. Work, play, leisure,

retirement - Solidspoce homes adopt to help support every life demand.
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USING TECHNOLOGY

Solidspoce hames are intelligent — mixing high-lechnalogy with the aplimum

use of natural resources,

Solidspace homes integrate function-driven technology - the white goods,
the enterfainment needs, the services — with the passive use of nature. Light
air, the daily erientation of the sun: our homes draw from natural benefits,
ond Solidspace designs to maximise them. We keep carbon usoge down and

efficiency up.

Solidspace homes don't boffle, or offer pretentious gimmicks. They behave as

you wish them to behave - intuitively, intelligently, simply

As with other well-designed technologies, our homes are sasy to upgrode
We build them to last. Therefore, they are designed so that new features can

be added.
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MATERIALS MATTER

Sensual, lough, taclile = our i)ui|d1r|g materials are always right for the job.

The malerial specifications for Solidspace hames show the results of long
research. They are durable. We know they age well, as we have tested them
They have olso been chosen o hove a low environmental impoct and where

possible, they hove been recycled

Mareover, these materials hove been selected 1o work in the context of our

homes.

They help build the specific character expected from o Solidspace home: and
by the interplay of texture, colour and quality, they add immeasurably to the

sense of archilectural theatre.
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ALLURING ARCHITECTURE

We make architecture that combines the ingenuity of a railway cauchets witk

the <§|fp|'|t|d_-||| ofa r|-1|r1l|:|| recephon room

Solidspace mokes small mosterpieces of damestic architecture. Gur homes

are enjoyacble, informal, flexible, surprising. They draw fram o deep study of
domestic traditions, and fit seamlessly inte their contexts. They offer a sense
of security, communily, belonging. It is vilal tho! they harmonise with their
locations: Solidspace homes will always moke a good fit. They take every

advantage of the site, and anticipate the fulure. They look as if they have

always been there.

The aim of gaining pleasure from the home is ot the forefront of each
Solidspace development. They are imaginatively-designed, elegant, and
infimate: never poky, cramped, ungainly. Propartion, velume, composifion
are vital in o Solidspace development. As with the best domestic architecture
each home offers its inhabitants a primed canvas upon which they can

personalise their homes.
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ALLURING ARCHITECTURE

We make architecture that combines the ingenuity of o railway couchetie wilh

the grondeur of a palatial reception room.

Solidspace makes small mosterpieces of domestic orchitecture. Our homes
are enjoyable, informal, flexible, surprising. They draw from a deep study of
domestic Iradifions, and fil seamlessly inlo their contexts. They offer a sense
of security, community, belonging. It is vital that they harmonise with their
locotions: Selidspace homes will alwoys moke o good fit. They toke every
advantage of the site, ond anficipate the fulure. They look os if they have

always been there.

The aim of gaining pleasure from the home is at the forefront of each
Solidspace development. They are imaginotively-designed, elegant, and
intimote: never poky, cramped, ungainly. Proportfion, volume, compaesition
are vital in o Solidspoce development. As with the best domestic architecture,
each home offers ils inhabitants o primed canvas upon which they can

personalise their homes.
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COME AND BE PART OF THIS MOVEMENT FOR BEAUTY -
DEMAND IT, PARTICIPATE IN IT, COMMISSION IT, INVEST IN IT.
HELP U5 ALL TO MAKE HOUSING FOR OURSELVES THAT CAN
BECOME OUR NEW HERITAGE.

www.solidspace.com
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solldspece

Solidspace was founded by Roger Zogolovitch, architect, developer. In

2003 Solidspoce was the developer of four apariments cast in concrete at
‘One Centaur Streel’ London SE1 which won a RIBA National Award, London
Reaion ‘Building of the Yeor', Housing Design Award, Building for Life Award

ond AlA award for Design Excellence.

Zogolovitch has taught on the London School of Economics graduate cities
programme: been president of the Architectural Association: is o frustee of
the Royal Institute of British Architects Trust: o member of the Design Review
ponel for the Stratford City development which includes the Olympic Villoge:
serves on the Design Review Panels for Plymouth, Southwark and the West
Midlands: and is Chair of the Southwark and Southbank hub of the Londen

Festival of Architecture 2008.

Zogolovitch’s aim with Sclidspace is fo offer new housing ond, by example,
fo introduce a losting shift in the woy that British housing is produced and

consumed
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