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NEit/SLETTER OJ\RP's newsletter editor , Tnm Pulsifer, has picked "the 
6:53" as the title of Oii.RP ' s quarterly publica tion . This 
will be the official nrganiz a tion newslet t e r and will con
tain OARP news items for the informa tion of all members of 
OARP and other intere sted persons . In addition to reports 
from officers and committee s, "the 6:53" we lcomes timely 
contributions from members for use in futuro i ssue s , 

OARP IS! The OHIO ASSOCIATION OF Rii.ILROI,D PASSENGERS became official 
at a February 9th meeting of the (1rg'm~_ Z C\~; i on ,1l committee 

r- plus other interested individuals a t Lincoln 1odge in Colum
bus , President of OARP is Daytoni an David s. Marshall , the 
prime figure in getting OARP "on the track" during mid-197.3 • 
Rndger Sillars is tho Vice -Presiden t , Dean Denlinger is the 
Treasurer, and Thomas Pulsifer is t he Secret ~ry, Jim Mann 
is appninted tn tho post of Membership Chairmang Other ap
pointments include Rodge r Sillqrs as Libra ri an, Harry Sova a s 
Public Re l a tinns Chairman , Rick Franc avi glia e1s Geography 
Chairman , Bill Snorte l and a s Clevel and Area Coordinator , Ron 
Garner as Cincinn8ti Area Coordinator , and Bill Hunt and Dave 
Lebnld as Cnlumbus & Central Ohin Arc~ Coordinatorso 

Guest speakers at the February 9th meeting were Mrs. Judy 
Mnhr from the r ailroad division of the Public Utiliti es Com
mission nf Ohin and Mr. Jame s Rhinehart , representative of 
DART (Dayton Area Rail Transit) . Both gave excellent and in
fnrmative pre sentations to tho group , 

I CC HEARING Oii.RP S e ~re tary Tom Pulsifer delive r ed a prepared sta tement 
nn behalf nf OARP at the ICC hearing on tho Northeast Rail 
Renrganiz a tion Plan held in Columbus on Monday evening , 
March 4th. OARP ' s t es timony r e ce ived both r ad io and press 
c~ve rage the following day in several Ohio citi es , OARP 
President, Dave Marshall arr anged the gppo i n tment to t e s 
tify and accnmpanied Pulsife r a t the hearing4 

STATE COMMITTEE On Monday, February 25th , OJ\RP representatives Dave 
r Marshall, Ron Garner, and Tom P~lsifer testified be 

fore Senator Cal abrese ' s Urban Transportation Study 
Committe e in Columbus . A written pr oposal was sub
mitted and Dave Marshall doliveree spoken tes timony , 
Oii.RP ' s conce rn is with exp3nd ed AMTRAK se rvice in the ~ 
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3-C Corridor, connecting at Cleveland with the proposed 
restored Chicago-Boston service, at Cincinnati with the 
George Washington/James Whitcomb Riley, and at Louis· 
ville with the Floridian for points south. Even with
out the conne ctions, restoration of rail passenger ser
vice in the Cleveland-Columbus-Dayton-Cincinnati cor
ridor would be a significant step forward in expanding 
the AMTRAK network. A few copi e s of OARP's written 
proposal are left, available from the OARP headquarters 
upon request. 
In the morning, Marshall, Garner, and Pulsife r me t with 
Mrc Gordon, Mr. Feddern, and Mrs. Mohr of the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio a t the PUCO offices on 
North High Street for an exchange of current information. 

MAPS/TIPS OARP is preparing helpful how-to-find-the-station maps and 
including valuable local information for rail travelers on 
the reverse side. MAPS/TIPS for LIMA, DAYTONJ CINCINNATI, 
and CRESTLINE a r e done. Those for CANTON, COLUMBUS, LOUIS
VILLE, and INDIANAPOLIS a r e in the works. Prepar ed at the 
initial r equest of several AMTRAK ticket agents and travel 
bureau office s, OARP's MAPS/TIPS ar e already s erving a use
ful purpose in assisting the r ail pas senger in Ohio, Mem
bers may r equest singl e copi e s by s ending a l egal-size SAS 
envelope to OARP headquarters u The compl e t e se t should be 
ready by summero 

PATIENCE & Since OARP is a non-profit organi za~lon staffed by un-
UNDERSTANDING! paid volunteers doing OARP busine ss largely in their 

f ew moments of spar e time , we ask tha t eve ryone (espe
cially as we go through this time of ge tting underway 
a s an offici al organiz ation) be sympathetic and pa
tient. We may not be able to answe r your l et t er as 
f ast a s you'd liken We are right now processing t he 
memberships tha t have been coming in and the member
ship certifica t e s and r e ceipts ar e on their way. We 
a r e also now working on an e conomical, ye t effici ent, 
means of addre ssing and mailing communica tions t o mem
bers and to the pre ss, Ther e may be some snags, al
though we are working car efully t o avoid probl em sa 

COMMUNICATIONS Mailing headquarters for OARP is P . 0 . Box 653 in Xeni a ,. 
Ohio 45385a From he r e all communications will be for
warded to the appropri a t e office r or committee for 
action, When you write , PLEASE be sure t o include your 
cnrre ct r e turn addre ss and we MUST have your Zip Code , 
For f ast r e sponse on an urgent matter include your 
phone number and ar ea codeb Your OARP Pre sident may be 
r e ached a t 513-222-1215 (bus~) or 513-252w0481 (res.). 
OARP 1 s Secre t ary may be r eached a t 51 3-372~9868 in 
Xenia. 

A REQUEST Until we become affluent (?) OARP would appreci a t e it very 
much if, when you write r equesting a copy of a r eport or a 
proposal, or a bulk order of the MAPS/ TIPS, you would kindly 
enclose a postage stamp (or two or three ) to he lp us out. 
Th~nk you ve ry much! 
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BE A "CLIPPER" All members are encouraged to contribute to our library, 
~ forwarding any resource mat eri als, clippings, copie s nf 

letters, and other items of interest or containing facts 
to our Librarian, Rodger Sillars, c/o OARP's addre ss. 
If you run across mention of OARP in your local paper 
please do us a favor by clipping the article and mailing 
it (or a photocopy will do fine ) to OARP. Both a clipping 
file and a library of pertinent mat erial can be valuable 
assets to our work, 

C~NTRIOOTIONS We wish to include in "the 6:53" listings of activitie s 
by our members including any visits to offici als, r ef
erences to communications and othe r items (which are not 
confidential) to demonstra t e the scope of work in this 
area. We would also like to carry names and addresses of 
contacts which would be valuable for corre spondence by 
our members, OARP's Secretary has a 3M copier which will 
handle all copying jobs up to 8!xll in s ize , If you have 
something to contribute , e ither to the OARP Library or to 
"the 6a53", and have no access to a copi er, s end it in. 
We will make the c~py and r e turn the original to you. 
Please be sure to specify if you want this done. 

CHARTER MEMBERS The first one-hundred applicant s for membership in OARP 
will receive by return mail a handsome certificat e 
suitable for framing. The OARP sta ti onery and charter 
membership certificat e s are printed by Chantry Press 
and G. M. Otto Designs of Springfi eld, Ohio, whose own
ers believe in a strong future for r ail passenger ser
vice in the Buckeye Sta te! 

NE'I'C AFFILIATION Thanks to initial donations by concerned OARP members, 
your organiza tion is now affili a t ed with the NORTHEAST 
TRANSPORTATION COALITION which is coordinating efforts 
to support better public transportation and improved 
rail service in the Northeast. NETC intends to make 
available further information about the substance of 
the new Northeast r ail l egi s l ation, how to fight stat
utory abandonments, hearings, and steps tha t can be 
taken with Congre ss to prevent approval of such massive 
abandonments of r ail lines to the de triment of the 
Northeast communities involved and of the Nation itself 
in t erms of meeting the ene rgy crisis. NETC held a 
mee ting in Pittsfield, MA, on Sa turday, February 2Jrd. 
News from this mee ting wa s heard over the CBS Radio 
News Network the following day. OARP wa s unable to 
send a delega te to t his mee ting . 

$ $ DONATIONS Along with their $5 memberships, some persons have al
ready made additional mone t ary contributions to further 
support the work of OARP, Be assured t hat your donation 
will be carefully alloca t ed to proj ects promoted by our 
Project Review Committee with fin al approval by your 
Associ ation officers. 

~ tMTRAK RELATIONS Mr. Ron Garner, OARP's Cincinnati Area Coordinator, 
arranged a mee ting with Mr. J ames F. Cl ayton, Amtrak's 
Gener al Supervisor in Cincinnati. This mee ting on 
March 9th at the new AMTRAK station was also attended 
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by OARP's President and Secretary. A lively exchange 
of information, ideas, and discussion of concerns and 
problems took place. OARP came away from this meeting 
with Mr_. Clayton with a sense of definite hope for the 
improvement of AMTRAK services in the area and that we 
are definitely "on the right track" in doing what we 
are doing presently in urging the expansion of AMTRAK 
services in Ohio. 

SPEAKERS BUREAU OARP is planning to organize a speakers bure au within 

and 
SLiDE SHOW 

the organization. Upon request, OARP representat ives 
would present a short talk and slide show to community, 
church, school or civic groups in return for a donation 
to OARP by the group. OARP can do much to enlighten 
the public about rail passenger service in this way. 
OARP woUld appreciate donations of 35mm slides on a 
loan basis for use in the slide show. Subjects should 
generally have something to de with stationst AMTRAK, 
passenger trains, equipment, faciliti es • rail r apid 
transit, applicable to Ohio (past~present~future). 
We would edit what we could use and either return the 
rest or hold them for future use• If you are willing 
to share some of your slides (duplica t es , perhaps?) 
for this purpose, you may send them to cur headquarters 
in a secure envelope till :parcel& _ Mark each slide , with 
your . name and address, or some definite identifying 
matk' If you have some ideas about a slide show you'd 
like to share, please write, In l a ter i s sue s of "the 
6:53" we may put out requests for slides of specific 
subjects for use in the show. 

AOORESSES YOU MIGHT NEED1 
AMTRAK (National Railroad Passenger Corporation) 

955 L'Enfant Plaza North, s.w., Washington, D.C. 20024 
NARP (National Association of Railroad Passenge rs) 

417 New Jersey Avenue, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003 
United States SENATORS 

Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 (202)224-3121 
United States REPRESENTATIVES 

H8use Office Building, Washington, D.c. 20515 (202)224-3121 
~hie SENATE or HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

State House, Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 

111 Nnrth High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 (614)466-2401. 
Ohi~ Department of Transportation 

25 S~uth Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Northeast Transportation Coalitio~ 

c/~ James Ullman, 95 East Main St., Meriden, Conn. -06450 
Ohio Association of Railroad Passengers 

P. 0~ Box 653, Xenia, Ohio 45385 
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