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THE TENAX SCHOOLS TRUST 
Local Governing Body for Bennett Memorial Diocesan School 

 
2017/18 

 

NAME TERM OF 
OFFICE 

APPOINTMENT RELEVANT BUSINESS OR PECUNIARY 
INTERESTS including  governance 
roles in other educational institutions 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY ATTENDANCE 
2017/18 

3 Meetings 

Mr Simon Curtis 01.09.2015 – 
31.08.2019 

Appointed by Trustees Trustee Tunbridge Wells Street 
Pastors, Member St John’s Church 
Tunbridge Wells PCC (Chair), Trustee 
Bennett Memorial School Charity 
(Chair) 

Chair of Governors 
Staff discipline & grievance, Pupil 
discipline & grievance 

3/3 

Col William English, CBE 13.02.2017 – 
12.02.2020 

Appointed by Trustees  Trustee Royal Lancers (Queen 
Elizabeth’s Own) Charitable Trust, 
Trustee Friends of Wateringbury 
Church, Fellow Chartered 
Management Institute (Strategic 
Direction Level 8), City and Guilds 
(Leadership and Management Level 7) 

SEN governor, Staff discipline & 
grievance, Pupil discipline & 
grievance 

3/3 

Rev Bryan Knapp 11.11.2015 – 
10.11.2019 

Appointed by Trustees Vicar and Trustee The Anglican and 
Methodist Church of St Andrew 
Paddock Wood, Rural Dean of 
Paddock Wood Deanery. 

Admissions (Chair), Safeguarding 
governor 

3/3 

Mr Dave Pate 01.09.2015 -
31.08.2019 

Appointed by Trustees None Staff discipline & grievance, Pupil 
discipline & grievance 

2/3 

Mr James Shaw-Hamilton 01.09.2017-
31.08.2020 

Appointed by Trustees Employee Teach First (Head, 
Government Contracts), Director & 
Trustee Concern Worldwide (UK) 

Pupil Premium governor 3/3 
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Mr Jon Sparke  Ex-Officio Headteacher, Bennett Memorial 
Diocesan School 

Headteacher 3/3 

Mr Peter Town 19.09.2016-
18.09.2019 

Staff Governor (elected) Employee Bennett Memorial School  3/3 

Mrs Hilary Smith 01.09.2015 - 
31.08.2019 

(stepped 
down 
September 
2018) 

Parent Governor 
(elected) 

None Altius teaching alliance 2/3 

Mrs Sarah Walker 1.9.15-1.9.19 

(stepped 
down 
September 
2018) 

Parent Governor 
(elected) 

Director Cedar Associates Ltd, Panel 
Member for School Appeals in East 
Sussex, Governor Burwash Primary 
School 

Altius teaching  alliance 3/3 

Clerk to the Local Governing Body: Mrs Michele Lee (stepped down September 2018) 
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