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hen I started the busi-
ness, steeplejacks were
in great demand as we
had work on churches, con-
vents and we had several manu-

_facturing plants with tall chim-

:
:
.

—

ney stacks.

We were so busy that my hus-
band John left his secure pension-
able job as a Garda and joined me.

The first two vyears passed
quickly as I was pregnant bur still
travelled around Ireland with my
suitcase packed just in case I went
into labor while up the country.

However, | was back in
Limerick when our danghter
Susan was born soon after my
appearance on the Late Late
Show.

Life then got very busy and
wonderful but not for long as I had
a serious car accident when travel-
ling back from Millstreet, Co. Cork
and Susan was five months old
when a lorry backed onto a main
road and I got badly injured.

I had to get ninety-eight stitches
on my face, which was a setback,
bur life went on.

The following year I received a
telephone call from an American
gentleman who arrived in Ireland
t0 Carry out a contract near
Shannon Airport quite close to
where my parents originally came
from and close to my own home.

I took the call and immediately
knew he wanted "Man Talk” but [
persisted and made an appoint
ment with him.

I arrived to meet him on the site

which was at the top of a moun-
tain. He was a lovely man, very
gracious but I was scared that I
would lose out being a woman. [
talked - I could talk for Ireland! but
he evenmually asked when is Mr.
Collins coming? and I had to
explain and say [ was the
Managing Director of Collins
Steeplejacks and there was no Mr.
Collins and then conwvinced him
my company could carry out the
work.

He hired us, and a lifelong
friendship began, which was amaz-
ing as my face was badly scared
and [ had little confidence.

He returned to America and not
only did we get that contract but
he went on to hire my steeple-
jacks, John and myself to do instal-
lation work all over the world
That was a real surprise and I
could not believe my good fortune
but better was to come.

Knowing now that they were
happy with our steeplejacks and
the service we gave, [ decided one
Christmas to visit Boston with
John and try and meet the owner
of the company to persuade him of
the advantages in having a
European base in Ireland.

I also tald him and his direcrors
of the grants given to start-up
companies by the IDA Industrial
Development Authority.

I explained that there were cap-
ital grants, training grants and that
Ireland had sales offices through-
out the world (then called CTT,
now Hnterprise Ireland) who can

assist in selling products manufac-
tured in Ireland.

Also, Ireland had a low tax rate
of twelve and a half percent which
Was Very attractive.

The Americans were Very
happy to hear of this and came
here, built their manufacturing
tacility, and awvailed of these bene-
fits and, of course, Ireland’s highly
skilled and educared work force.

I offered four-acres at a very
reasonable price and for that I
received shares in the company.
Life could not have been better. 1
kept wondering: how did all this
come about?

[ was Managing Director of this
new factory, and of my own
Collins Steeplejack company and
went on to have our son John and
another daughter named Martina
and Hilda over the following
years. So, life was hectic but enjoy-
able.

Many visitors and buyers visited
the plant and one group asked to
go golfing and though John or 1
had never golfed we took them to
the most up market golf course at
Dromoland Castle.

I felt silly trying to hit the ball,
did many twirlies but did not get
the hang of it. We stood aside and
let the good golfers pass but had a
great evening langhing and chat-
ting.

MNow, we had moved to an old
Georgian house in Clonlara
County Clare which had sixty-
eight acres of land with it so on the
way home that afternoon I said to
John that we could build our own
golf course on our land as there is
a niche in the market.

We then converted our sixty-
eight-acre farm to a nine-hole golf
course and the late famouns cham-
pion golfer Christy O"Connor offi-
cially opened it in 1986,

It was a real success as we
catered for guests and school
groups and had tours from as far
away as Japan visit but then I got
ill and sold it to an English compa-
ny some years later who devel-
oped it further but nevertheless it
was a profitable venture for us.

Later I got colon cancer and
during the check-ups they discov-
ered I needed four stents as [ had
heart problems, which were in our
family so it was expected but soon
that was all sorted and I got back
on my feet.

I looked back at my life and the
many knocks but realize that being
disadvantaged in childhood helped
me.

It was in my opinion as gnn-d as
a Degree; having been accustomed
to having little luxuries made me
Very appreciative.

Santa never found our house
and many others but that was fine
as we had love most of the time
when Dad was sober but I really
appreciated everything that came
my way and took nothing for
granted.

I had the maost wonderful staff,
we were more like family than
employee and employer.

Being deprived of heat and com-
fort on occasions made me look
after my business so I made sure
we offered a good service in order
that we never lost a customer so,
surrounded by a wonderful dedi-
cated staff, we always tried to give
100 per cent and often went
beyond the normal aiming to
artain that.

My parents passed on their val-
ues and a deep beliet in God,
which sustained me during my life
and we in turn passed those values
onto our children and they are
doing the same with their children.

This I feel is very important
especially now when we have a lot
of confusion in our world. Parents
can be stressed, pressurized, and
confused with all the new technal-
ogy and must be vigilant.

I wrote this book with all that
in mind and use my tme giving
talks to smdents, and after dinner
speeches and passing on this
advice gained from my experi-
ENCES.

I believe that parents should
give their children pocket money
but only if they work for it
Children usually follow in their
parent’s foot steps s0 setting a
good example and providing them
with love is vitally important.

It is difficult to keep young peo-
ple from their iPhone and iPads
bur it is important to guide them
to use those for education as we
are being replaced by machines
and they need to start thinking of
their job prospects for the fumre.
It is so great to read about young
teenagers being entrepreneurs.

Work is often thought of as
stressful but only if we think we
should not be doing it, if we are
brought up to understand that
work is necessary we can thor-
oughly enjoy these 24/7 demands
in a caring, respectful, and compas-
gionate environment.

With the right approach, hard
work can be gratifying and raise
our self-esteem but we need appre-
ciation and respect while still
understanding the need to be com-
petitive.

From reviews and comments
from readers, my book THE
STORY OF TRELAND'S OMLY
STEEPLEJILL is a great read. Itis
a tamily story and a journey that

ends with succes despite a bleak
and sad start.

It tells how women were
expected to wok in the 50s and
605, and many :ell me that my
story takes the reader into my
kitchen as if goim for a cup of tea.

It is also funmy in parts. More
readers tell me i is very inspiring
and emotional ard makes the read-
er wonder if itis true - that a
woman could io this, but of
course it is, and hat was only pos-
sible by workinz through prob-
lems and beinr close to our
emplovees and the backing of your
COMIMUNITY.

Together we :an do anything.
It is not a self+elp book and I
know it shows sheer determina-
tion and that nmst always be the
goal. Ask for lelp, and adwice,
there are so maiy who want to
assist and espedally old people
with time on ther hands who have
so much wisdom

Of course, I vas very lucky to
be one of the firt woman to be a
steeplejack (steeglejill) and the first
woman to builda golf course and
s0 this will be insiring all by itself.

The great aduntage I had was
that T got so mwh attention from
the media becave of my unusual
work. T never orget that T was
lacky.

In interviews my Empln}rees
were often asked how they felt
working for a woman and would
they trust a woman? This was a
very genuine qiestion in those
days, as I felt unure myself burt I
just kept pushhg on. Now of
course we have £l to watch our Ps
and Qs.

It was a wondrful lite and T got
many Awards vhich 1 felt unde-
serving of but thiy are nice to look
back on now.

I was Irelanl’'s First Veuve
Clicquot Busines Woman of the
Year in 1980, and won the
Bowmaker Award for Irish
Industry in 1986.

I was asked roparticipate in the
celebrations of the Cork 800
Charter in 1985 ind that was the
highlight of my areer.

John a proul Corkman was
especially delighed when I was
asked to climb he County Hall,
and then to wir the Great Race
was the icing m the cake and I
received an Hoorary Doctorate
for work in my emmunity in 1992
presented to ne by the then
Taoiseach, Leade of our Country.

To the peopk who gave these
awards and to the people who sup-
ported me I am nost grateful. &

To purchase a opy of “The Story of

Ireland’s Only Steplefill® please visit
www.collinssteepljacks.com
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