
casestudy
Saratoga Springs, NY–Mechanical engineer, Fil Fina, PE, believes there are hundreds of industrial plants across the country
with the same employee indoor air quality (IAQ) challenges that printing giant, Quad/Graphics, faced at its catalog
printing plant in Saratoga Springs, NY.

Hot summer interior temperatures could be uncomfortable. High-speed, offset printing presses, gas-fired dryers with
accompanying fume incinerators, and other equipment inherent in the magazine and catalog printing business also
added to the summertime heat. Air conditioning even a portion of the one million square feet at the Saratoga Springs
complex would have been cost prohibitive with the tons of metal ductwork needed plus costly energy consumption. 

Even though Quad/Graphics surpassed Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA) standards, management
had a quest for superior IAQ. “I think a lot of industrial plants are in the situation where they want to improve employee
IAQ, but there’s just no way to do it cost effectively,” said Fina, a semi-retired, Saratoga Springs-based engineer who
had previously provided Quad/Graphics with a variety of consulting services.
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Modifying existing rooftop units saves equipment costs;
USING FABRIC DUCTWORK FOR SPOT COOLING SAVES
OVER $150,000 IN LABOR, MATERIALS.
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