
The Flexible IRS 
A TV/Satellite System providing 
a large selection of satellites 
to meet the diverse demands 
of international residents, 
while costing less to install and 
maintain than a traditional four 
satellite IRS.

Home owners now expect TV/satellite outlets in 
all main rooms. As a further requirement, many 
international residents also require foreign language 
satellites. 

Popular satellites include Hotbird, Arabsat, Nilesat, 
Turksat, Digiturk, Hispasat, Eutelsat 16E, Astra 19.2E 
and Thor. 

However, the highest number of satellites available 
on a standard TV/Sat Distribution system is just four. 
Without allowing residents to mount their own 
dishes and the consequential forest of dishes and 
interconnecting cables, how can a single centralised 
system cater for this broad range of requirements?

The Flexible IRS uses the latest Global TV fibre 
technology, plus established methods from enterprise 
structured cabling to provide an affordable, flexible 
and expandable TV & Satellite distribution system.

Who is it for? 

The system is targeted specifically at new housing 
developments of 50 or more units, where there is a 
requirement for both:

TV outlets in most habitable rooms

More satellites than just Astra/Sky. Any 
development where at least two satellites are 
being considered is likely to benefit

Where Able comes in 

Able can help in a number of ways:

Provide consultancy to produce a design 
specification for a Flexible IRS. This could be 
used by any competent installer to build a 
modern and flexible IRS

Adapt an existing inflexible design into a 
flexible one

Design, Install & Commission a Flexible IRS. 
This is the complete package



Satellite Farm

The rig and satellite array is located at the most 
suitable receiving position in the development. 
If space is restricted, multiple LNB’s can be 
mounted in one dish. It would be normal 
on initial installation, to leave some dishes 
either un-allocated or to just leave space for 
additional dishes. These can easily be organised 
later when the resident requirements are better 
understood.

Headend Cabinet

The headend cabinet is where all of the 
distribution equipment is located. This would 
typically be located in the development Comms 
room and housed in a half height or full height 
19” equipment rack. This is also where the 
landlord or managing agent can configure 
which residents can receive which satellites.

Riser Splitter Boxes 

Small cabinets are required every three or so 
floors, serving the nearby dwellings. Fed by 
one or two cables from the headend, one 
cable runs to each client dwelling. No power 
is required and once installed and tested they 
should never require changing.

Resident Multi-switch

Typically located in the utility cupboard, it 
provides signals for up to 8 x dual TV/Satellites 
outlets fitted around the apartment. This uses 
the Global Invacom SwitchBlade technology 
and can provide signals for up to four different 
satellites (Sky plus and three others). 

It is a modular system, so that the residents 
who only wish to receive Terrestrial and Astra/
Sky/Freesat services will only require the basic 
unit. However, residents who wish to receive 
other satellites can simply plug in additional 
cascade modules, each module adding another 
satellite to the system. They can also plug in a 
module to receive Sky Q.
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How It Works 

NO 
RESTRICTION on 
size or complexity 

of site

Allows for 
landlords to 

charge RENTAL 
for satellite 

signals 

Residents 
can choose 

from 12 
OR MORE 

SATELLITES

ONLY the 
headend 

cabinet requires 
landlord 
power 

EASY to 
add satellites

LESS 
EXPENSIVE 

than traditional 
IRS
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System Features 

All residents receive Terrestrial TV and Sky+HD/Sky Q as 
standard. They can also choose up to three further satellites 
from a menu of up to twelve or even more. The resident 
purchases their own plug in modules to add satellites

Up to eight dual feed outlets per dwelling, every outlet 
delivering all signals

Apartment Satellite signals can be allocated or re-allocated to 
apartments at any time without engineer involvement. So as 
residents come and go or change their minds, everyone can 
receive exactly what they want, when they want.

Fully Sky Q compatible

How The Residents Benefit
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System Features 
Easy to create a charging model for connections. 
Which dwelling receives what satellite services is 
all controlled from the secure Headend cabinet.

One TV/Satellite farm for the entire development, 
minimising unsightly satellite dishes. 

System is scalable to 1,000 dwellings and beyond,  
over one or multiple blocks and with virtually no 
restriction on the size of the site.

Installation
The Flexible IRS is easier to build and more 
compact than a traditional IRS. It uses standard 
‘off the shelf’ components. Therefore any good 
IRS installer, who also has the skills to terminate 
and manage large amounts of fibre, could also be 
employed to build and commission it.

Cost effective: the new system is less expensive to 
install than a traditional 4-satellite IRS.

Small installation footprint: Just two cables from 
satellite farm, small boxes in riser fed by just one or 
two cables, one fibre cable to each apartment and 
a single compact switching unit in each apartment.

Most equipment in one central location, typically 
the site Comms Room. This is the only location 
requiring power. 

Management 
Maintenance costs are minimal. The only active 
components are in the head end cabinet and in 
the apartment utility cupboards.

Energy efficient. Landlord power is only required 
at one location, at the head end cabinet. A 
12-satellite system serving 400 dwellings would 
require less than 500W of power.

Easy to add more Satellites. An additional dish can 
be added cost effectively and as required, simply by 
installing a new dish and adding a satellite module 
to the headend. No disruption, extra cables or 
changes to the existing equipment are required. 
This is in contrast to traditional IRS’s, where the 
cost and disruption of adding any new services is 
just impractical.

How Management Benefits 
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Apartment Kit 

Fibre cable from Riser Splitter Box 

SwitchBlade optical input multiswitch. 
Residents can plug in additional 
SatPlus modules to receive up to four 
satellites 

TV/Sat outlets - found in all main rooms
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Data Cabling 
& Infrastructure 

Networking  
& WiFi  

TV 
Distribution 

Closed Circuit 
TV 

Access 
Control

Data Centre 
Support 

OTHER ABLE 
SERVICES 

Able provide a broad range 
of integrated infrastructure 
systems and services for your 
commercial and residential 
premises including: 

Able Infrastructure Solutions 
Unit 10, Abbotts Business Park

Primrose Hill
Kings Langley 

Herts, WD4 8FR

www.AbleIS.co.uk enquiries@AbleIS.co.uk 01442 219580 


