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An insight into
our business 

making a difference
creativepeople



We have a reputation for 
meeting the challenges posed 
by large, complex projects and 
problems and for conducting 
business in an open and 
responsible manner.
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Our profile

2010

We trade in the UK, Ireland, the 
Netherlands, the United States, 
Canada, Australia and Asia and 
undertake projects in many other 
parts of the world.

We employ enthusiastic, talented 
staff with a unique blend of skills and 
experience that enables them to 
provide reliable and practical advice.

Delivering results for our clients 
enables us to offer our people 
rewarding careers and create  
long-term value for shareholders.

We operate where concerns about 
energy supply and security overlap 
with climate change and sustainability.

RPS is an international consultancy providing advice upon: 

the development of  
land, property and  
infrastructure

the management of  
the environment

the exploration and 
production of energy 
and other natural 
resources

the health and safety  
of people.

Royal London Towers, London
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Integrated services...

We deliver services internationally across a broad range of disciplines and sectors.  
As such, we are uniquely placed to provide a fully integrated response to our clients’ needs, 
whether this is to develop projects, deal with regulation and legislation or manage risk.  
We have the knowledge and experience to ensure projects are developed in ways which 
are sensitive to their environmental impacts.

Energy

RPS delivers global, multi-disciplinary 
energy consultancy from offices in Europe, 
North and South America, Australia and 
Asia. We provide integrated technical, 
commercial and project management 
services in the fields of geoscience, 
engineering to HS&E.

Our aim is to help clients develop their 
energy resources across the complete 
asset life-cycle, combining our technical 
and commercial skills with an extensive 
knowledge of environmental and safety 
issues. We have an annual portfolio of 
well over 1,000 projects, in over 100 
countries, for more than 300 clients.

Planning & Development

RPS has expertise in all aspects of the 
planning and development process from 
site identification and project definition  
to implementation and management.  
We offer world-class planning, design and 
environmental services from our global 
network of offices.

Local and national government and 
developers set increasingly challenging 
sustainability targets. Our environmental 
roots mean we have a unique ability 
to deliver schemes that meet these 
standards. RPS is one of the world’s  
most experienced providers of 
environmental assessment. 

Environmental Management

During the course of 40 years’ 
involvement in environmental 
management, we have gained deep 
insight into the commercial challenges as 
well as the political, ethical and legal risks 
facing our clients. Professional advice in 
this sector has to be technically excellent 
and commercially appropriate, but also 
politically aware and culturally sensitive.

We provide advice and services to 
both public and private sectors in areas 
including safety, health, environment, 
water, risk assessment, civil engineering, 
surveying, laboratories and systems.
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...a source of difference and strength
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& Infrastructure
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Perth Waterfront 

RPS is the lead environmental 
consultancy for a major project 
to revitalise Perth’s Swan River 
shoreline; this ‘city-defining’ 
initiative will connect the city 
to the river and deliver strong 
economic and social benefits. 

6



7

2009: a year of remarkable effort by RPS staff

2010

International headlines during 2009 were 
dominated by what our colleagues in 
Australia call the GFC: the global financial 
crisis. In fact, the Australian economy has 
fared better last year than any other in 
the developed world, enabling RPS to 
maintain our growth in this part of the 
world. We also continued to prosper in 
the Netherlands where the Government 
has managed its public finances in a highly 
effective way.

Not surprisingly, the GFC took a heavier 
toll elsewhere leading us to reduce activity 
and staff numbers. Despite this, we retain 
a strong and highly motivated team of 
over 4,500 people who continue to work 
on a wide range of important projects  
for many major companies and public 
sector bodies.

Our success in producing high quality 
work was demonstrated by the 
professional awards that we won during 
the year. Being identified as one of 
Britain’s best employers indicates that 

we have not lost sight of the importance 
of maintaining a high quality working 
environment.

Although managing through the GFC 
has been a challenge, we continue 
to implement our plans for strategic 
development.  Most significantly, we 
brought the 600 planners, designers, 
environmentalists and surveyors of 
Conics, based in Queensland and New 
South Wales, into the Group. We now 
have almost 1,000 staff in our offices in 
Australia and Asia, with aspirations to 
double that number in the next few years.

2010 will not see a return to pre-GFC 
times. Challenges remain for us and 
our clients.  However, we have a highly 
efficient business positioned to provide 
cost effective advice, in key sectors of the 
world economy related to energy supply, 
security and use, climate change and 
sustainability. We look forward  
with confidence.

 
Alan Hearne 
Chief Executive

RPS is a remarkable business. Whilst 
the world has been in the grips of 
financial and economic turbulence we 
have progressed calmly and effectively. 
Our directors, managers and staff 
at all levels show tremendous skill, 
application and judgement.

Brook Land 
Chairman



local allies with 
     international reach
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Our global reach

2010

For many years our strategy has been  
to broaden our range of services and  
our geographic presence. This 
provides our clients with better 
quality advice. It also ensures our 
staff enjoy interesting and rewarding 
careers and that our shareholders 
receive superior returns.

Our unique blend of skills delivered 
internationally helps clients understand 
and respond to issues fundamental 
to them and their place in the 
environment.

RPS employs more than 4,500 people in the UK, Ireland, the Netherlands, the United 
States, Canada, Australia and Asia. We undertake projects in many other  
parts of the world. 

The Urban Development Institute of Australia award for 
work at Burns Beach

New RPS office opens in Abu Dhabi RPS wellsite geologists contracted for ultra-deepwater 
drilling in the Gulf of Mexico
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International Energy

RPS is a global, multi-disciplinary consultancy, providing integrated technical, commercial 
and project management support in the fields of geoscience, engineering and HS&E 
to the energy sector. We operate from regional offices in Europe, North and South 
America, Australia and Asia.

RPS has extensive E&P experience in  
all environments. Our experienced team 
can help ensure your project is delivered 
on time and on budget.

Global demand for energy is driving new 
offshore exploration in the Arctic offshore 
Canada, the US and Greenland. RPS is 
currently supporting clients in the Beaufort 
Sea, Baffin Bay and offshore Greenland.

RPS is undertaking a number of technical 
and commercial Carbon Capture and 
Storage studies around the world. We are 
providing advice to our client who plans 
to store 500,000 tonnes of CO

2 annually 
at Fort Nelson, Canada.

RPS managed one of the world’s largest 
Environmental Impact Assessments, linked 
to the commercialisation of untapped gas 
fields representing 25% of Australia’s gas 
reserves on the north west shelf.

RPS was appointed as an Expert Witness 
to the Appeal Court of The Hague 
with regard to the Logger Field Dispute, 
offshore Netherlands. The work requires 
a high degree of technical skill and 
experience to provide a fully integrated 
geoscience, engineering and commercial 
analysis of the field to help the Court in 
its deliberations. 

Arctic offshore exploration Carbon Capture and Storage Expert witness to the Appeal Court of the Hague
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RPS is one of the world’s leading 
suppliers of independent oil and 
gas evaluations. We provide formal 
reserves reports, independent reporting 
for a variety of internal and external 
purposes and Competent Persons 
Reporting to apropriate standards for 
IPO, project finance or other financial 
reqirements. We also provide a wide 
range of transaction support for 
upstream and downstream negotiations.  
Clients include financial institutions, 
IOCs and NOCs.
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Britain: Planning & Development

RPS is the leading planning-led multi-disciplinary consultancy in Britain. We offer a unique 
range of professional and technical services in all aspects of planning and development. 
Acknowledged as experts in planning, transportation and environmental assessment, we 
have a detailed understanding of all relevant sectors of the economy. 

We are also award-winning civil and structural engineers, architects, landscape architects 
and urban designers.

Ormonde Gas and Wind 
Co-Generation Project, UK

RPS has been appointed to undertake the 
Environmental Impact Assessment for the 
world’s first co-development of offshore 
gas and wind energy, in the East Irish Sea. 
When complete, Ormonde will have the 
ability to provide up to 150MW  
of electricity.

Olympic Village

Working on preparations for the 2012 
London Olympics, RPS is involved in 
the development of the athletes village, 
rail infrastructure and on business 
relocations, advising on planning, transport, 
environment as well as building and urban 
design aspects.

Waha Land Masterplan 

RPS overcame seven international rivals 
to win the commission to transform six 
square kilometres of desert outside Abu 
Dhabi city into an industrial park. 

The RPS team, held the key role of 
masterplanner and lead consultant for  
this development. Completion of the 
1st phase is due by the end of 2011.
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Cardiff Waterfront 

RPS is shaping major regeneration 
schemes across the UK, including 
landmark urban renewal projects in 
Belfast, Bristol, Cardiff, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, London, Leeds, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Nottingham, Plymouth  
and Sheffield.
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Britain: Risk and RegulationBritain: Risk and Regulation*

In over 40 years involvement in environmental management, we have gained insight into 
the commercial challenges and political, ethical and legal issues facing our clients.

We provide advice and services to both public and private sectors in such diverse 
areas as safety, health, environment, water, risk assessment, civil engineering, surveying, 
laboratories and systems.

Health, Safety and Environment

RPS provides consultancy, due diligence 
and corporate services to commercial 
property owners and developers, financial 
institutions and commercial lenders, 
managing agents, property managers, 
industrial clients, local authorities and the 
wider public sector.

Water 

RPS is the leading provider of professional 
services to the water industry. We 
support our clients in delivering added-
value results from strategy through 
planning and management to operation.

Our Integrated Asset Management 
approach currently benefits all of the 
Water & Sewerage Companies and the 
majority of the Water-Only Companies 
in the UK.

Risk Management 

RPS provides consultancy in relation to 
the prevention and control of Major 
Accident Hazards.

We have established an excellent 
reputation with our clients, providing a 
full range of core and specialist services in 
the nuclear, defence, oil and gas, chemical, 
power, manufacturing and FMCG sectors.

* Part of our global environmental management business
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Guy’s Hospital, London

As part of a major refurbishment 
programme at Guy’s Hospital,  
RPS was commissioned to undertake  
a comprehensive environmental  
condition survey of the 34 floor 
premises. Reputed to be the  
worlds tallest hospital building,  
the environmental survey was  
undertaken as part of Phase 1  
of the c.£7m project.

Sellafield

RPS provides a team to assist 
Sellafield Ltd with preparations for 
the safe retrieval of radioactive 
Intermediate Level Waste and 
its subsequent treatment and 
packaging. The waste will then 
be safely decontaminated as part 
of cost-effective and controlled 
decommissioning. 

MOD Fire Schemes

RPS has successfully delivered major 
extensions to fire schemes on  
two of Scotland’s largest MOD  
airbases. The contracts, involved  
the outline design, CDM co-ordination,  
procurement and selection of the main 
contractors, for the new mains,  
pumping stations and emergency  
water supply tanks.  
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Australia & Asia

RPS provides integrated technical, commercial and project management support services 
and advice upon the development of land, property and infrastructure, the exploration and 
production of oil and gas, the development of renewable energy and other natural resources, 
the management of the environment, and the health and safety of people.

Conics

In July 2009 the 600 staff of Conics, 
one of Australia’s leading consultants 
and market leaders in planning and 
development and environmental 
management, joined RPS. We welcome 
the skills and experience of our  
new colleagues.

Pretty Pool Residential Development

RPS was commissioned to provide 
environmental and planning services for 
the Pretty Pool Residential Development 
in Port Hedland. The project was 
challenged by complex environmental 
issues. RPS worked to provide expertise 
on turtle management, mangrove 
rehabilitation, drainage design, migratory 
bird conservation and mosquito 
management. The project has been 
awarded in two categories of the WA 
Coastal Awards for Excellence 2009.

Airport Link, Brisbane

At a total cost of $4.8 billion, Brisbane’s 
Airport Link project is Australia’s largest 
Private Public Partnership and one  
of the country’s largest road  
infrastructure projects. 

As principal urban designer and landscape 
architect for the Airport Link and Airport 
Roundabout upgrade aspects, RPS Conics’ 
scope of design works is extensive, 
incorporating five precincts each with 
individual character and identity.

Brisbane Airport LinkCoastal Awards for ExcellenceNorthshore Riverside Park: award-winning landscape 
design by Conics
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Browse Basin Marine Megafauna 
Monitoring Programme  

RPS has been engaged to design and 
conduct extensive surveys of marine 
life along the southern Kimberley 
coast in northern Western Australia, 
for environmental impact assessment 
of LNG Developments. 
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Ireland & Northern Ireland

National Waste Recyling Initiative 
for Irish Government

RPS has been awarded a five year contract 
to assist the Irish Government set up a 
waste recycling agency similar to WRAP, 
the government agency in the UK which 
promotes recycling. The Irish agency 
will advise public bodies and private 
companies on optimising sources of 
‘green funding’ for recycling initiatives; 
new recycling technologies; the potential 
for recycling materials and also on green 
procurement. RPS has rebranded this 
organisation ‘rx3’.

Cross Border Power Grid  
for Renewables 

RPS has recently started work on a major 
feasibility study for a cross border North 
West Power Grid which will link up many 
existing and potential renewable energy 
sites across the North West of Ireland 
and Northern Ireland. We have also been 
successful in winning new public and private 
sector work in developing onshore wind 
energy and offshore wave and tidal energy.

National and International Airports

RPS in Ireland managed a major extension 
to Terminal 1 at Dublin Airport together 
with ADPi, the consultancy arm of 
Aeroports de Paris. We also prepared 
the Operational Waste Management Plan 
for Jeddah International airport serving 
both the city and passengers bound for 
pilgrimage sites elsewhere in Saudi Arabia.

We plan, design, develop and manage projects for clients in the public and private sector. 
Many of these projects are the infrastructure and facilities essential for Ireland’s continued 
growth and well being. RPS delivers services through our offices in Dublin, Belfast, Cork, 
Galway, Limerick, Waterford and Letterkenny. 

rethink

rx3

recycle
remake

rethink

rx3

recycle
remake
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Wetlands Translocation Project

RPS has been instructed by Waterford 
County Council, in close consultation 
with the Irish National Parks and  
Wildlife Service, part of the 
Department of the Environment 
Heritage and Local Government, 
to undertake a coastal habitat 
translocation project adjacent to a 
coastal conservation zone. The project  
is the first of its kind in Ireland.
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Falkland Islands  
Geohazards Surveying

RPS supported BHP Billiton with 
their geophysical and geotechnical 
site (geohazard) surveys that were 
conducted in the deep waters 
off the Falkland Islands during 
first quarter. RPS supplied field 
technical QC personnel, HSE field 
representatives and Marine Mammal 
Observers to the client.
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USA

2010

RPS in the USA is a consultancy providing Energy and Environmental Management 
Services. As well as managing major projects in the US, we work closely with other
international RPS offices on complex and diverse projects across the world, particularly 
in Central and South America. Our US headquarters are in Houston, with support 
offices across Texas and in Florida.
 

Phosphogypsum Stack  
Complex - Houston

RPS is involved in the design and 
implementation of the closure system for 
an active 360 acre phosphogypsum stack 
complex, located on the banks of the 
Houston Ship Channel.

BioFuels Production Facility

RPS was selected to provide multi-
media environmental consulting and daily 
compliance support for the GreenHunter 
BioFuels production facility in Houston, 
Texas. GreenHunter Energy Inc. operates 
the largest biodiesel production facility in 
the United States.

Heyco Energy Group,  
Acreage Evaluation

RPS is assisting Heyco Energy in 
an evaluation of 600,000 acres of 
unconventional resource potential in 
northern Spain, through the provision of 
geological and petrophysical assistance.



Deloitte 

RPS has been instructed by Deloitte 
to advise them and their architects 
on the internal space planning 
and facilities layout of its new 
headquarters building in Rotterdam 
currently under construction. When 
completed it will be the highest 
building in the Netherlands.  

22
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The Netherlands

2010

RPS has about 375 employees in the Netherlands. We measure, analyse and advise on a 
consultancy or secondment basis in the following business segments: 

n built environment (housing, real estate and environment) 

n natural environment (spatial planning, water management and survey)

n safety, health and risk management 

n laboratory analysis

Water Board of Delfland

RPS is contracted by the Water Board of 
Delfland to study the safety of the inland 
dikes near the cities of Rotterdam and 
The Hague. The stability of these dikes is 
expected to be insufficient. Therefore RPS  
acquires geotechnical data in order 
to characterise the soil, including the 
groundwater conditions. 

Dutch Ministry of Public Works and 
Water Management 

RPS has signed a five year multi-disciplinary 
framework agreement with the Dutch 
Ministry of Public Works and Water 
Management (Rijkswaterstaat).  RPS is 
required to provide a range of services 
including environmental assessment; land 
and hydrographic surveying and civil 
engineering advice. 

Deltares

RPS has recently been instructed by 
Deltares, the Dutch institute for water 
and subsurface issues to do the project 
management of it’s new national office 
building occupying 10.000 m2 in Delft.
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Canada

RPS provides wellsite and seismic operations support services, geoscience consulting and 
petroleum and well engineering consultancy services to clients both domestically and 
internationally. Our team of professionals have experience in a wide variety of geological 
and geographical regions throughout the world. We operate from bases in Calgary and 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Carbon Capture and Sequestration  
Western Canada 

RPS is providing engineering advisory 
services to a number of CO2 EOR and 
CCS projects in the Western Canadian 
Sedimentary Basin. These include the 
Weyburn field (CO2 EOR and storage), 
the Zama field (acid gas EOR and 
storage), and Spectra’s Fort Nelson 
project (acid gas storage in a saline 
aquifer). In addition, RPS has developed 
analytical tools to identify/rank reservoirs 
for CO2 sequestration potential.

Labrador Offshore Development 
assessment

We undertook a feasibility study for 
offshore oil and gas development 
examining environmental and ice 
considerations, drilling operations, year 
round vs. seasonal production (fixed or 
floating systems), transportation options 
(pipeline, LNG, CNG) and production 
forecast scenarios. 

Western Newfoundland  
Exploration Program 

RPS has been contracted to design 
and project manage a 3 well onshore 
exploration program on the west coast of 
Newfoundland. The integrated workscope 
managed by RPS includes well, completion 
and test design; contracting and 
procurement of services; road and wellsite 
construction; and management of drilling, 
completion and testing operations.
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Offshore Development Evaluation 
- Greenland 

Evaluation on Behalf of Dong/
Nunaoil of potential development 
options for offshore oil reserves.
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Climate Change

The last two years have heralded a dramatic change in the way society views climate 
change, its effects and the need to take action to prevent it. RPS is at the cutting edge 
of many of the issues that affect the public and private sectors.

The political will to reduce emissions and 
waste has developed at remarkable pace. 
Changing the way we live and do business 
has become a major challenge of the 
first half of the 21st century and will take 
centre stage as problems associated with 
the financial sector are resolved. 

With over 40 years experience and 
the expertise of 4,500 people, RPS is 
already helping clients to understand and 
successfully respond to the opportunities 
and threats arising from climate change.

We are pioneering new approaches and 
techniques and recently secured planning 
permission for an underground gas storage 
facility at Portland.

We help clients:

n	 	measure and manage emissions  
and energy use

n	 develop capital projects 
accommodating climate change  
and sustainability concerns

n	 design facilities to meet increasingly 
stringent emissions requirements and 
achieve efficient energy use

n	 secure the permissions, licences 
and consents necessary for current 
facilities and proposed investments.

We act for the air travel industry at the sharp end  
of the emissions debate

Energy efficiency is a key 21st century issue We have developed assessment techniques for many 
forms of renewable energy
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With our unique energy and 
environmental experience we 
can offer broad support in 
developing carbon capture and 
storage (CCS) projects.
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Corporate and social responsibility

At RPS we are committed to conducting our business in a responsible and sustainable 
way. We help local, national and international organisations achieve their social and 
community objectives.

All of our Group operations are carried 
out in accordance with principles of good 
corporate governance. 

RPS contributes to environmental 
management throughout the projects that 
we undertake for international bodies, 
governments, local authorities and private 
companies. We have extensive skills that 
enable us to understand and advise upon the 
causes and effects of potential changes to the 
climate. With our work in renewable energy 
projects, and our integrated approach to 
architecture, engineering and environmental 

issues, sustainability is a key factor in our 
design projects. 

Our inclusion in The FTSE4Good Index 
demonstrates recognition of our performance 
in meeting globally recognised corporate 
responsibility standards. Only by paying full 
regard to the welfare and development of 
all our staff, can we expect to reach the level 
of service that we believe is essential to our 
continued success.

All RPS Group staff are expected to adopt 
high standards of behaviour in their daily 

professional conduct. We are sympathetic 
to the cultures of the countries in which we 
operate, and comply with local laws and 
regulations. We also expect RPS people to 
give due regard to the safety, well-being and 
human rights of all project personnel and 
relevant local communities.  

We believe that conducting operations 
with a high standard of integrity is essential 
to the success of our business. That is 
why we provide appropriate support and 
encouragement to our clients, suppliers, 
employees and the wider community.

The Wanborough Wasps football teamBlackstaff Recycling Centre, Belfast RPS Sponsor Galaxy Under 14’s Girls football teamLiveability Volunteers Day, London
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RPS has supported TreeAid for 
over four years with charitable 
contributions for some of Africa’s 
poorest rural communities to 
succeed in the fight against poverty 
and the effects of Climate Change.
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Our Awards and Achievements

2009 has seen RPS continue to lead and inspire its employees in striving for excellence.

Justin Vandenbrink is starting his 2nd 
year as the Chairman of the International 
Explorationists Group, part of the 
Houston Geological Society – the world’s 
largest ‘local’ geological society.  In 
recognition of his volunteer efforts, Justin 
was awarded the 2009 Rising Star Award 
for outstanding leadership. 

Brisbane’s 2.5 ha Northshore Riverside 
Park recently won two prestigious design 
awards for Conics. 

The awards were the Parks and Leisure 
Australia 2009 Special Award for 
Integration of Play in Quality Public 
Open Space and the Australian Institute 
of Landscape Architects (Queensland 
Branch) Excellence in Design Award.

RPS employee Patrick Hollingworth 
successfully scaled mount Cho Oyu, at 
8,201m it is the 6th highest mountain 
in the world. The mountain sits on the 
Nepal/Tibet border, just to the west of 
Everest. The climb took 4 weeks with the 
actual summit bid taking 5 days.

Justin Vandenbrink Patrick HollingworthBrisbane’s Northshore Riverside Park

n	 RPS is committed in offering a 
high quality and attractive working 
environment and in 2009 we were 
rated in the top three employers  
in the UK. 
(CFR Institute)

n	 The Braid Museum and Arts Centre 
in Ballymena, Northern Ireland, 
was overall winner of the Royal 
Institute of Chartered Surveyors 
2009 Awards for Excellence in the 
Built Environment as well as winning 
the individual category for Building 
Conservation.

n	 RPS received the Best Supporting Role 
Award 2009 from the Industrial Agents 
Society in recognition of the company’s 
achievements on designing industrial 
buildings and distribution centres 
over the last 27 years including the 
successful delivery of more than 150 
projects for Gist, over 500,000m² of 
facilities for Sainsbury’s, and four global 
air cargo hubs for DHL.
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RPS’ Emma Marshall receiving the 
Graduate of the Year award from 
ASHRAE President Gordon Holness
at the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, London.

Every year since its inception  
in 2001, RPS has been named in 
the FTSE4Good index of socially 
responsible companies.
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