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APPLES 
• After a significant scab infection period a week ago, we are now into what looks a prolonged settled dry period.  This is 

good news in terms of scab infection risk and also to catch up on work which has been put off by the continual rain.  
However, watch the forecast carefully.  As time passes, we are building up a store of mature ascospores waiting for 
rainfall to eject them into the air and onto apple leaves.  The longer it is dry, the bigger the scab event when it rains and 
also the more green tissue will be exposed for the spores to land on.  If you apply protection now, by the end of the 
week there will be unprotected tissue.  Forecast lower temperatures will see crop development slow down, but please 
do not be complacent just because it is dry.  You will need good protection before the next significant rainfall event. 

• As green tissue becomes more prevalent, then the risk of secondary infection by sporulating primary mildew infections 
will rise.  Fortunately, conditions for secondary infection have not been favourable, but applying anti-sporulant 
fungicides where primary mildew is present will reduce infection risk when warmer temperatures come along.  Luna 
Privilege, Systhane 20 EW or Topas are suitable choices and the SDHI scab products such as Fontelis and Sercadis are 
very effective mildew products as well. 

• Better ground conditions mean you can get on with herbicide application.  Don’t forget that you need to use a water 
conditioner if you have hard water and you are using Kyleo or any glyphosate product.  Without rain and with soil 
surfaces getting dry, there may not be much weed germination for a while, so don’t hang about getting on contact 
herbicides, especially if perennial weeds are present as they may get away from you. 

• The warm weather is starting to bring out the pests.  It was a great week for applying an insecticide for Blossom Weevil 
control.  This cooler week will be less conducive but the weevils should now be in the trees, albeit a bit less active.  
Winter Moth, Apple Grass Aphid (pictured near right) 
and Rosy Apple Aphid have all been spotted by our 
agronomists in the past week, but not in big 
numbers.  Keep looking for them and discuss best 
choice of insecticide taking into account the pest  
complex in your orchards, and the beneficial insects 
you want to look after.  Also look out for some of the 
more obscure pests.  An Apple Bud Moth caterpillar 
is shown (far right). 

PEARS 
• White Bud is approaching and you should be applying an insecticide for Pear Midge.  Whilst Pear Sucker numbers have 

not been worrying, there are some orchard hot spots and there could have been plenty of adult activity and egg laying 
on the warm days last week. 

• Check carefully for Winter Moth and Tortrix caterpillars.   

• If you need to control Forest Bug, then apply a pyrethroid before flowering.  You will undoubtedly have to re-introduce 
anthocorids into the orchard after flowering unless you have a reservoir in your orchard margins which re-colonise. 

PLUMS 
• With main varieties coming into flower, you need to assess any frost damage to determine whether to blossom thin 

with ATS.  Damage has already been seen in some apricot varieties and early flowering plums. 

CHERRIES 
• Black Cherry Aphid are starting to hatch out and have been seen already in some crops.  Calypso or Gazelle SG applied 

before flowering will be the best choice.  Batavia (outdoor crops only) is best kept for when there is more green tissue 
and the plant is actively growing. 

• With colder weather forecast, boost defences against the weather with applications of Phorce, Maxicrop Triple or 
Maxicrop Xtra-Fol. Switch to Kelpak from late white bud onwards, to help the set of your crop. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
• We continue to strive to provide as good a service as possible at present.  Please bear in mind that our usual delivery 

schedules may not be operating, so some planning ahead with your agronomist will help everyone to get what they 
need on farm at the right time.  Thank you for your understanding and keep up the good work in feeding the nation. 


