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Welcome to the 2019 Pacific Mountain Region Innovation Expo and Forecast Conference. On behalf of the boards of directors 
of our five economic development groups, congratulations on taking the time from your busy schedules to attend this event! 

Our collective leadership team has planned exhaustively to ensure that the materials, discussions and presentations made today 
will stay with you as a tool to enable continued success in the years to come. 

Our economic development agencies and organizations have joined with critical partners such as the Pacific Mountain Workforce 
Development Council, to demonstrate that economic development takes partnership, vision, and a commitment to excellence.  
We have combined the notion of innovation and vision as being at the core of our work. We are collectively committed to retaining 
our critical employers, recruiting new investment into our region, and expanding market opportunities that will positively impact 
our region’s wealth and quality of life. That regional approach, applied locally has a significant impact upon how we work 
together – and how we project to the rest of Washington State that our region is a region of choice, opportunity, and innovation. 
Last year’s Expo theme was looking at innovation with a futurist lens. This year’s effort is squarely focused on the notion that 
through innovation, our prosperity resides in an understanding of how innovation impacts how we push forward an agenda. 

“Innovation distinguishes between a leader and a follower.”  – Steve Jobs 

When applied to economic development, this quote, speaks to how each economic development group, working independently 
provides critical support and force for growing the local economy. Applied regionally, it projects a strength of market, 
opportunities, and possibilities. 

It is our hope that by attending this conference, you will gain a deeper understanding of new endeavors, new partnerships, new 
markets, and the opportunities to continue to build a strong foundation from which our communities, residents and businesses 
will thrive. 

We all wish you a most prosperous 2020!
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AGENDA
7:30 – 8:30AM REGISTRATION & EXHIBITION OPEN    EXHIBITION HALL
	 	 	 Breakfast	&	Coffee

8:30   PROCESSION            MAIN STAGE
   Chehalis Tribe Family Canoe

8:40   WELCOME, EVENT OVERVIEW & SPONSOR THANKS
   Carrie Whisler, Olympia Federal Savings, Board President, Thurston EDC
   Dan Rich, Tin Men Supply, Board President, Lewis EDC

   ‘TALKING CEDAR’ DEVELOPMENT PRESENTATION 
   David Burnett, CEO, Chehalis Tribal Enterprises

9:00   PACMTN INDUSTRY ANALYSIS UPDATE – EMERGING SECTORS
   Introduction by Matt Matayoshi, Executive Director, Lewis EDC
   Jason Robertson, J Robertson & Co.

9:15   EDC DIRECTOR PANEL – FORECAST OF COUNTY TRENDS
   Introduction by Jennifer Baria, Executive Director, EDC Mason
   Moderated by Josh Dunn, President, South Sound Business Magazine

   INTRODUCTION TO BREAKOUT SESSIONS
	 	 	 Jim	Sayce,	Executive	Director,	Pacific	County	EDC

10:15 – 11:00 FIRST BREAKOUT SESSION      BREAKOUT ROOMS

11:15 – NOON SECOND BREAKOUT SESSION     

NOON  EXHIBITION OPEN & NETWORKING    EXHIBITION HALL 

12:30PM  LUNCH SERVED        MAIN STAGE

   PRESENTATION OF NANCY PAYNE AWARD
   Presented by PacMtn WDC & Dru Garson, CEO, Greater Grays Harbor, Inc.  

   PRESENTATION OF JT QUIGG AWARD
   Presented by Michael Cade, Executive Director, Thurston EDC

12:45   KEYNOTE SPEAKER       
   Introduction by Jason Vatne, VP, Branch Manager, Columbia Bank 
   Keynote Speaker, Dr. Bill Conerly, Conerly Consulting

1:45 – 3:15  EXHIBITION OPEN, FOOD & CRAFT BEVERAGE TASTING EXHIBITION HALL

R E G I O N A L  E C O N O M I C  F O R E C A S T  &  I N N O V A T I O N  E X P O  2 0 1 9

DR. BILL CONERLY CONERLY CONSULTING, LLC

Business leaders who are uncertain about the future turn to Dr. Bill Conerly for guidance in building resilient plans that generate profits 
in any economy. He has a Ph.D. in economics from Duke University and over 30 years’ experience helping companies adapt to changing 
economic conditions. Dr. Conerly is a contributor to Forbes.com and the author of two books, including The Flexible Stance, which 
explains how to run your business if you don’t believe the economist’s forecast. He has spoken to business audiences from Moscow, 
Idaho to Moscow, Russia, and has been quoted in The Wall Street Journal and Fortune Magazine. He is the father of two sons and the 
husband of one wife. In his spare time, he races sailboats, trying to perfect an obsolete method of transportation.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER



TURNS OUT, YOU’RE 
NOT THE ONLY ONE 
THAT CARES ABOUT 
YOUR BUSINESS.

Member FDIC    Equal Housing Lender

1-877-272-3678
ColumbiaBank.com

Our lenders are here for the business community.  
At Columbia Bank, we put relationships first, including when it comes to business. As your local lender, 
we work closely with you to ensure you get the best loan for your unique needs. And we make decisions 

right here, so you can get back to business faster. Because being your financial partner means that 
business is always personal. 



1. Chronos Global Academy

2. aLocal Solutions

3. Washington Forest 
Protection Association

4. Centralia College

5. Olympic College

6. South Sound  
Business Magazine

7. Great Wolf Lodge

8. Harlequin Productions

9. Choose Washington State

10. Impact Washington

11. WorkSource

12. Jones Creek Brewing

13. Headless Mumby Brewing
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15. Taylor Shellfish
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24. Mason General Hospital
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26. Raise for Rowyn

27. Lacey Makerspace

28. Jensen Milner – 
Cap City Law
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30. Lucky Eagle Casino

31. Thurston EDC

32. SCJ Alliance

33. FastSigns Lacey

34. Kaiser Permanente
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Get in. Get Out.
Get to Work.

Job training at Centralia College

www.centralia.edu

• Business & Accounting
• Healthcare & Nursing
• Diesel Technology
• Information Technology
• Welding
• Education
• And more...
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aLocal Solutions
2

aLocal is a leader providing AI market analytics to stakeholders, elected officials, businesses, government 
agencies and Tribal governments. Focused on #DataEquity we are changing the way all economic decisions 
are made! aLocalDevelopment.com 

Centralia College

4
Centralia College has been serving students in Lewis and south Thurston counties since 1925 by offering a 
wide variety of academic transfer and career training programs, as well as transitional education and early 
childhood programs. The college also offers four Bachelor of Applied Science degrees. Connie Smejkal, Dean 
of Business, Teacher Education and Family Development 360-623-8615 connie.smejkal@centralia.edu

Choose 
Washington 
State 9

Helping small businesses grow statewide. Spearheaded by the Washington State Department of Commerce, 
the state’s entrepreneur and small business strategy is designed to strengthen communities through the 
cultivation and retention of economic and intellectual wealth at the local level. Lynn Longan, Rural Economic 
Development Manager 360.490.1950

Chronos Global 
Academy 1 Chronos Global Academy is an educational Virtual and Augmented Reality company. Learn what VR has to 

offer and join this industry today! www.chronosga.com 206-458-5651

FastSigns Lacey
33

FASTSIGNS Lacey is where you go for an innovative solution to all your business visibility needs.  We are More 
Than FAST, More than Signs, We are your business Partner.  Grace Kendall, Ret U.S. Army.   Contact Grace 
Kendall at 360-438-3800 www.fastsigns.com

Great Wolf Lodge
7

Great Wolf Lodge in Grand Mound, Washington is the region's premier destination for conferences, meetings and 
events. Located minutes south of Olympia, our all-suite property offers the largest Conference Center in all of 
Thurston county boasting over 20,124 square feet of flexible meeting space, grandmoundsales@greatwolf.com.  

Harlequin 
Productions 8

Harlequin Productions non-profit professional theater located in the heart of downtown Olympia.  Harlequin 
seeks to invigorate, educate, and empower our community and all people to feel more, think more, play more, 
and judge less through the mirror of real live theatre. Call 360-705-3250 or visit www.harlequinproductions.org

Impact 
Washington 10

Impact Washington is a non-profit organization that provides competitive, value-driven services. With access 
to public and private resources, our goal is to work with Washington manufacturing businesses to enhance 
their growth, improve capacity and productivity, reduce costs, and become more globally competitive. Naomi 
Powers, Marketing Program Specialist, 425-273-7067 npowers@impactwashington

Intercity Transit

20
Intercity Transit’s Vanpool program provides employees dependable transportation to and from the worksite that 
saves them money. Benefits to businesses include: a workforce that arrives on time, potential savings through 
B&O tax credits; enhanced employee benefits package through subsidized vanpools, free advertising through 
vehicle co-branding, and more parking for customers. Call 360.786.8800 or email vans@intercitytransit.com 

Jensen Milner – 
Cap City Law 28 We are attorneys for the BUSINESS of LIFE. We practice collaborative law in the areas of Business, Real Estate & 

Land Use, Estate Planning and Family Law. Please contact our firm at:360.705.1335 or contactus@capcitylawps.com

Kaiser 
Permanente 34 Stop by to take a virtual tour of our Kaiser Permanente clinics and learn more about our new West Olympia 

Medical Office opening on December 30, 2019! Sarah Robinson, 425-529-8431, Sarah.L.Robinson@kp.org

Lacey 
Makerspace 27

The Lacey MakerSpace is a new community space providing access to advanced fabrication tools and training. 
Come use laser cutters, 3D printers, CNC machines, and more to create products and start a business. Joseph 
Anderson, Director 360.339.4205 joseph.a@laceymakerspace.org

Lucky Eagle 
Casino & Hotel 30

Join the Northwest’s most rewarding players club; Lucky Star Rewards. With benefits like 50 percent off dining, 
daily 3x point multipliers and turning free play into cash, you’ll see why the best rewards await at Exit 88. Visit 
luckyeagle.com or call 800-720-1788.

Mason General 
Hospital 24

Mason Health has enjoyed over 50 years of success in serving Mason County patients and the community. 
The District is comprised of Mason General Hospital, Hoodsport Family Clinic and the forthcoming Mason 
Clinic, a 60,000-square-foot facility opening in February 2020. Arla C. Shephard Bull, Marketing Coordinator 
360.427.3663 ashephardbull@masongeneral.com

Morningside
25

Morningside provides the training, coaching, and employment services that build the self-sufficiency and self-
esteem of people with disabilities. We serve individuals in Thurston/Mason, Clallam, Grays Harbor, Lewis, and 
Pierce Counties. Jonathan Pleger 360-943-0512

Olympic College

5
Olympic College Shelton (OCS) is a 27 acre campus in Mason County, located in the heart of the Puget Sound 
region of Washington State. OCS provides programs from vocational, technical and transfer degrees including 
an onsite Welding Center, Nursing Assistant Certification and will begin a Construction Trades program fall 
2020. Allison Smith Shelton Campus Administrator 360-432-5404 asmith@olympic.edu 

OZI (Opportunity 
Zone Investments) 21

Opportunity Zone Investments (OZI) helps investors, developers, businesses and community stakeholders navigate 
the new Opportunity Zone tax incentive through education, Opportunity Fund creation & compliance, and a 
growing pipeline of investment ready opportunities. Kyle Wiese, Founder & Managing Member 360-464-6053

VENDOR BOOTH LISTING CHEHALIS GRAND BALLROOM



For more information about hiring  
a Morningside client visit our website:  
www.morningsideservices.com

Everybody

     Works
E v e r y b o d y  W i n s

DOWNTOWN OLYMPIA WATERFRONT 
PROPERTY AVAILABLE FOR DEVELOPMENT

360.528.8012 AllynR@PortOlympia.comAllyn Roe PORTOLYMPIA.COM

1.55 Acres

1.35 Acres

2.0 Acres

3.8 Acres

2.2 Acres



Phillips Burgess 29 Real Estate, Land Use and Environmental Law.  Legal Advice You Can Build On Contact: 360-742-3500.

Port of Grays 
Harbor Satsop 
Business Park

19
The Satsop Business Park is an 1,800 acre business park located in Elma, Washington with over 600,000 square 
feet of industrial space and 50,000 square feet of office space available. 360.482.1581, www.satsop.com

Port of Olympia
18

The Port of Olympia provides a variety of real estate options for developers and companies locating or 
expanding in the Pacific Northwest. Visit the Port booth to discuss how we can assist your business. Allyn Roe, 
Business Development Director 360.528.8012 AllynR@PortOlympia.com

PTAC
23

The Thurston EDC’s Washington Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) provides no-cost assistance 
to businesses seeking to succeed in the government marketplace. Kate Hoy, PTAC Counselor 360.464.6042 
thurston@washingtonptac.org

Puget Sound 
Energy 35 Zippy, affordable, better for the planet – PSE’s Up & Go Electric team is here to help you understand the costs 

and benefits of driving an electric car. TOGETHER we’re driving into a clean energy future! www.pse.com

Raise for Rowyn
26

Raise for Rowyn is a local nonprofit that helps provide families suffering through the tragic loss of a child with 
funeral cost assistance and emotional support. Philip Kerrigan, Executive Director, director@raiseforrowyn.org 
www.raiseforrowyn.org

SCJ Alliance

32
Anticipate. Envision. Create - That’s our approach as we work collaboratively with public and private clients of 
allsizes...anticipating their needs, envisioning solutions and creating community-building designs. SCJ Alliance 
specializes in civil engineering & site development, transportation planning & design, environmental & urban 
planning, landscape architecture, and public outreach. Jean Carr, President/CEO 360.352.1465

South Sound 
Business 
Magazine

6
South Sound Business is the only local media dedicated exclusively to business topics in the south sound. 
South Sound Business provides readers access to top business leaders through insightful and authoritative 
journalism. Bill Cody bob@premiermedia.net 253.820.1976

STEDI
22

South Thurston Economic Development Initiative (STEDI) helps support community leaders in  Bucoda, Grand  
Mound, Rainier, Rochester, Tenino, and Yelm learn and share best practices in economic development. Contact 
George Sharp 360.464.6043 gsharp@thurstonedc.com

Thurston EDC  
& WCWB 31

The Thurston EDC and Center for Business & Innovation provides comprehensive advising and training services to 
meet whatever your business needs may be. The Washington Center for Women in Business (WCWB) empowers 
women entrepreneurs by providing them with one-on-one coaching, trainings and technical assistance.

Washington 
Forest Protection 
Association 3

WFPA is committed to advancing sustainable forestry in Washington State to provide forest products and 
environmental benefits for the public.  We establish balanced forest policies that encourage investment in 
forestland, protection of fish, water, and wildlife and promote responsible forest management as a preferred 
land use. Doug Hooks, Director of Forest & Environmental Programs 360.915.4508 dhooks@wfpa.org

WorkSource 11 Connect to important resources. WorkSource locations · Workshops and hiring events · Unemployment 
benefits · Priority of Service · Economic information. www.worksourcewa.com

Headless Mumby 
Brewing 13

Headless Mumby Brewing Company is the only independent brewery in Washington state that brews lagers 
exclusively. At Headless Mumby we brew a combination of both classic styles and modern day creations 
inspired by the Pacific Northwest. Stacey O’Conner 360-520-0773

Jones Creek 
Brewing 12

Jones Creek Brewing is a nano brewery located on a family farm nestled deep in the Willapa Hills but don’t let 
our small size fool you, we are dedicated to quality products that represent both classic beer styles from around 
the world and the new boundary pushing styles of todays craft beer enthusiast. Tim Moriarty 925-497-7333

Keyhole Valley 
Brewing 16

Keyhole Valley Brewing is the namesake of our family farm here in Shelton, WA. Brewery partners Evan Puckett 
and long time family friend Don Conant have turned the search for a perfect IPA into a nano brewery to share 
our craft with the community.  We have brewed many IPA’s, Saisons, Porters and other styles since 2017. Evan 
Puckett keyholevalleybrewing@gmail.com.

Sandstone 
Distillery 14 A true Craft spirits distillery. We are a 4-generation family business, crafting grain-to-glass whiskey, vodka, gin 

and speciality spirits using 100% Washington-grown grains. 360.264.1901 sandstonedistillery.com

Taylor Shellfish
15

From Tide to Table. A legacy built on Sustainability. As a company whose product relies on clean water 
and healthy ecosystems, we have long been stewards of the marine environment. 360.426.6178 
taylorshellfishfarms.com

North Jetty 
Brewing 17

Established in 2014 and voted the “Best Beer Bar in Washington State for 2018” by Craftbeer.com reader 
polls. North Jetty Brewing is family owned and operated by Erik and Michelle Svendsen on the beautiful Long 
Beach Peninsula. With 18 craft taps and hosting a number of community events, trivia, and fundraisers it is a 
gathering place for locals and tourists alike year round.

VENDOR BOOTH LISTING CHEHALIS GRAND BALLROOM
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“WHICH CAME FIRST? THE OYSTER OR THE EGG”    MAIN STAGE
JT WILCOX, WILCOX FARMS & BILL TAYLOR, TAYLOR SHELLFISH
Two iconic local food producers share experience from five generations in the family businesses.

“BE PREPARED: IT’S NOT JUST FOR BOY SCOUTS”   FALLEN TIMBERS A
MODERATED BY: MAURY FORMAN, AUTHOR, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SCHOLAR | PANELISTS FROM: PIERCE COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT (ROB ALLEN) & WASHINGTON STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIVISION (TAYLOR HENNESSEE)
Protect your family, your employees, your livelihood and your community from natural disasters.

“INNOVATIONS IN FORESTRY”      FALLEN TIMBERS B
MODERATED BY: DOUG HOOKS, DIRECTOR OF FOREST & ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS, WA FOREST PROTECTION AGENCY
PANELISTS FROM: PORT BLAKELY (GARETH WAUGH), GREEN DIAMOND RESOURCE CO. (PATTI CASE), WEYERHAEUSER (GLENN CATTNACH)
Forestry industry experts share emerging products, the importance of carbon and the use of  
drones in forestry practices. 

“PROMOTING PLACE TO ATTRACT TOP TALENT”   NW TERRITORY A
MODERATED BY: SHAUNA STEWART, CEO, EXPERIENCE OLYMPIA & BEYOND | PANELISTS FROM: KAISER PERMANENTE (BEN WILSON), 
ABERDEEN DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION & CREATIVE DISTRICT (WILL RUSSOUL), THE SILVER AGENCY (CHAD TAYLOR)
From an innovative healthcare system to a downtown arts scene, quality of place has become  
a key determinant of where people choose to live and work.

“INNOVATIONS IN RURAL HEALTHCARE”    NW TERRITORY B
MODERATED BY: HAL FROHREICH, IMPACT WASHINGTON | PANELISTS FROM: OCEAN BEACH HOSPITAL (GORDY ANDERSON),  
SUMMIT PACIFIC MEDICAL CENTER (ANDREW HOPPER), ARBOR HEALTH (VICKY BROWN)
Hospitals from three rural counties share how they are innovating in order to provide the best care 
to their patients.

“VIRTUAL REALITY: WORKFORCE, EDUCATION & BEYOND”  NW TERRITORY C
RICARDO PARKER, FOUNDER & CEO, CHRONOS GLOBAL ACADEMY
This session will address the current state of XR technology, its future, and how it will integrate with 
other technologies to impact our society and job market as we head into the age of automation.

BREAKOUTS 10:15AM

DON’T MISS THE CRAFT FOOD  
AND BEVERAGE TASTING! 

EXHIBITION HALL 1:45PM

FEATURING



BREAKOUTS 11:15AM

“CREATING PLACES PEOPLE WANT TO BE”    MAIN STAGE
MODERATED BY: NATE BURGHER, CEO, FLOWSTATE CREATIVES| PANELISTS FROM: THE RIDGE MOTORSPORTS PARK (TRACY SCHMITT), 
TALKING CEDAR CRAFT BREWING & DISTILLING (CHRIS RICHARDSON), DISCOVERY BAY & WILLAPA HILLS TRAILS (KATE COX)
From sports to craft beverages, destinations can help your region attract talent, tourism & investment.

“SAVE ON TAXES BY INVESTING IN YOUR COMMUNITY”  FALLEN TIMBERS A
KYLE WIESE, FOUNDER & MANAGING MEMBER, OZI & MELISSA LAFAYETTE, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
Through Opportunities Zones, investors have the chance to eliminate capital gains by investing in  
real estate and local businesses.

“BREW EMERGING: REGIONAL BREWERS’ PANEL”  FALLEN TIMBERS B
MODERATED BY: HEIDI BEHRENDS CERNIWEY, ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR, CITY OF TUMWATER | PANELISTS FROM: MOUNT  
OLYMPUS BREWING (ORLANDO MALDONADO), KEYHOLE VALLEY BREWING (EVAN PUCKETT), HEADLESS MUMBY BREWING  
(KEITH CIANI), JONES CREEK BREWING (TIM MORIARTY), NORTH JETTY BREWING (MICHELLE SVENDSEN)
Explore the growth & innovations of the craft brewing industry with five brewers from five counties.

“TELLING YOUR STORY”        NW TERRITORY A
MODERATED BY: MOIRA DAVIN, MARKETING DIRECTOR, EXPERIENCE OLYMPIA & BEYOND | PANELISTS FROM: INDIE OLYMPIA  
(MIKAELA SHAFER), SKY BEAR MEDIA (JEFF BAREHAND), BOISTFORT VALLEY FARMS, CASCADIA FARMS ORGANICS (MIKE PERONI)
Learn to craft your message through social media techniques & visually compelling imagery to build 
loveability for your brand.

“LOCAL FOOD AT A HOSPITAL NEAR YOU”     NW TERRITORY B
MODERATED BY: STEPHEN BRAMWELL, DIRECTOR, THURSTON COUNTY WSU EXTENSION | PANELISTS FROM: PROVIDENCE ST. PETERS & 
CENTRALIA HOSPITALS (ANDREW BECKER), EVERGREEN UNITED FOOD HUB (HUGH JONES), PUGET SOUND FOOD HUB (ANDREW YOKOM)
Two regional food hubs explore making the farm to institution connection with a hospital committed 
to purchasing local food.

“THE SKILLS REVOLUTION: ARE YOU READY?”   NW TERRITORY C
MODERATED BY: MEGAN FIESS, PROJECT MANAGER, THURSTON CHAMBER | PANELISTS FROM: TVW (RENEE RADCLIFF SINCLAIR),  
CITY OF LONG BEACH (ARIEL SMITH), THURSTON COUNTY CHAMBER (MICHELE WINN), OCEANA SPA (KATRINA ZOZAYA)
How do we seize opportunities in the digital age, skill up human capital and build talent cycles?



©2019 Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of Washington

kp.org/wa

WE’RE HERE FOR YOUR HEALTH

Wild Horse Wind and Solar Facility — Kittitas County

pse.com/environment

Leaders in 
utility-owned 
wind power 

At Puget Sound 
Energy, we share your 
commitment to clean 
energy and the natural 
beauty and economic 
health of our state. 
That’s why we’ve 
invested more than $2 
billion in clean energy 
over the past decade.
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m

eeting room
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•C
ustom

izable catering solutions
built to your preference

•C
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entary high speed

wireless Internet access
•C
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entary on-site parking
•398 spacious guest suites

Contact group sales at 360.347.0028 or grandm
oundsales@
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MAIN STAGE

10:15 “Which Came First? The Oyster  
or the Egg” 

11:15 “Creating Places People Want  
to Be” 

FALLEN TIMBERS A

10:15 “Be Prepared: It’s Not Just For 
Boy Scouts”

11:15 “Save on Taxes by Investing In 
Your Community” 

FALLEN TIMBERS B

10:15 “Innovation in Forestry” 

11:15 “Brew Emerging: Regional 
Brewers’ Panel” 

NW TERRITORY A

10:15 “Promoting Place to Attract Top 
Talent”

11:15 “Telling Your Story” 

NW TERRITORY B

10:15 “Innovations in Rural Healthcare”

11:15 “Local Food At A Hospital Near You” 

NW TERRITORY C

10:15 “Virtual Reality: Workforce, 
Education & Beyond”

11:15 “The Skills Revolution: Are You 
Ready?” 

BREAKOUT
SESSIONS




