Onesto watch in 2018

Five to watch
in 2018

Laura Mark picks five
blossoming talents who look
likely to break through to greater
things in the coming year

The rising stars
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Mary Duggan Architects

After co-founding Duggan Morris, one of the star
practices of the past decade, with partner Joe Morris, it
shocked many in the industry when the firm announced an
‘amicable demerger’ earlier this year. While Morris kept
the firm's name, carrying on with the commercial work
they had built up, Duggan set out on her own, Taking nine
staff with her from Duggan Morris, she relaunched her
new firm Mary Duggan Architects, with a focus on crafted,
smaller-scale, thoughtful architecture.

Within just a few months of opening the new practice,
she launched artists’ residencies within the studio.
Beginning with ceramicist Cara Guthrie, the programme
produced collaborative work both based on, and for, the
architectural projects of Mary Duggan Architects. There
are plans afoot for more residencies next year-a direction
which sets the practice apart.

With many schemes currently in planning, there is also
a host of high-profile projects and competition wins set to
come to fruition next year, from a pink concrete performing
arts block at Alfriston School, where Duggan Morris had
earlier completed a swimming pool, to a number of private
homes. Next year will also see the practice's first project —
the events space at the Science Museum - go on site and
later complete.

Arrant Land

After completing its first two projects earlier this year,
Arrant Land is quickly emerging as the developer that
smaller-sized practices aiming to do well-designed,
crafted houses want to work for.

Hailing from an earlier career in the art world, followed
by some self-building, co-founder Duncan Blackmore is
one to watch. He believes that finding the best solutions
for sites involves engaging good architects.

That is what the developer has done at both of its
completed sites so far. At the Red House in south
London, 31/44 Architects created a contemporary take
on ared-brick Victorian House, while for Haddo Yard in
Whitstahle Arrant Land chose Stephen Lawrence Prize-
winner Denizen Works for the speculative scheme.

Haddo Yard is the first of more schemes to come in
Whitstable - the town Blackmore moved to a decade
ago. Its aim was to take the subtle features and
characteristics of the town and create contemporary
domestic architecture which contributes to its
seaside context.

Arrant Land says the right things — looking for light,
well-proportioned spaces and honest materials, often
making choices that are more involved or expensive than a
typical development might go for. Be warned though —they
make their architects work hard. Judging by the quality of
its first two projects, Arrant Land looks set to shake up
small-scale residential development.
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The mould-breakers

Ann Nisbet

In some ways it is unfair to pick out just one star from
the thriving, young architectural scene in Scotland
—an exciting new wave of architects which includes
McGinlay Bell, Inch Architecture, Dress for the
Weather, Baxendale, and BARD. But Ann Nisbet, once
of Dualchas Building Design and a principal of Edo
Architecture before setting up Glasgow-based Ann
Nisbet Studio in 2013, has already produced some
top-quality work in the past couple of years.

The studio hit the headlines following the completion
of its widely praised Newhouse of Auchengree in North
Ayrshire. The zinc-clad farmhouse went on to win an
RIBA National Award; a RIAS Architecture Award;
and a Scottish Design Award for the Best Residential
Building. It also appeared on Channel 4 last month after
being shortlisted for RIBA House of the Year and the
Doolan Award.

Inspired by Glenn Murcutt, Rick Joy and Olson Kundig,
Nisbet has a number of rural projects on her books from
single dwellings to small housing developments and
even proposals for a micro-home on a Scottish island.
Her future looks rosy.
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Space Popular’s Glass Chain installation for Sto Werkstatt . . .
Laura Mark is architecture projects manager at the Royal

Academy and a former AJ architecture editor




