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At 5:30 a.m. on October 19, 2011, the phones at Big Cat Rescue began ringing with the news that Terry Thompson, a private owner and 
collector of exotic animals in Ohio, had released 56 of his lions, tigers, leopards, cougars, wolves and bears before committing suicide.

As the watching world soon learned that day, Thompson had purposely cut the doors off his animals’ cages so they could not be returned to 
them. And because the perimeter fence around his property was a mere four- foot high cattle fence, and it was getting dark, the authorities 
who arrived on the scene were forced to shoot and kill all but six of the dangerous wild animals.

This senseless tragedy unfolded in Zanesville, Ohio, but it could happen just about anywhere in the U.S.

The reason is because there is a patchwork of laws across our country and a dire lack of funds to enforce them.  All too often it takes a 
tragedy like the Zanesville massacre before the public finds out that crazy people and government agencies are playing Russian roulette 
with their lives.

Most people were shocked to learn that Thompson, a convicted criminal, could have a back yard full of the world’s most dangerous 
predators with no government oversight. Ohio had no state laws restricting such behavior. And Thompson did not have the USDA license 
he was required to possess in order to exhibit his exotic animals. Despite often being in the local news for exhibiting his animals at schools, 
he was never forced to comply.

The Zanesville Massacre Could Happen Anywhere

THE  BIG  CAT  TIMES

USDA only requires that cages be big 
enough for an animal to stand up and turn 
around; there are no set standards for cage 
space, fence heights or cage construction 
materials. Depending on the inspector, a 
USDA licensed facility may be asked to 
have an eight-foot high perimeter fence. 
But an exotic animal facility in Dade City, 
Fla. that offers public swimming with tigers 
reportedly has a fence that is only three 

Above: A tiger kept in a shed in a FL 
woman’s back yard for years, China Doll in 
her enclosure at BCR Right: Warning sign 

on highway during Zainesville incident

TIGERS UNLEASHED!
Premiered Friday, November 
18, 2011 as part of the Animal 
Planet series Fatal Attractions. 
The episode features Bella 
& TJ and the breeding center 
from which they were rescued. 
Check out AnimalPlanet.com 
for local rerun listings and this 
address for a deleted scene 
showcasing their rescue: 

http://tinyurl.com/6lwh7gp

A STORY OF HOPE
The story of Hope, an orphaned 
bobcat, who was rehabilitated 
and released back into the 
wild by Big Cat Rescuers is 
featured in the 
March 2012 
issue of National 
Geographic Kids 
magazine!
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strands of wire; and not hot wire at that!  
Despite multiple citations, the facility has 
not yet been fined and continues to operate 
under the auspices of being “inspected 
and approved.”  

The Florida Wildlife Commission boasts 
the most stringent wild animal possession 
laws, yet Florida leads the country with 
the most killings, maulings and escapes 
by dangerous wild animals. Having better 
standards than Ohio hasn’t done much 
to minimize the danger to Floridians and 
the environment.  Most people who don’t 
follow animal issues are aware that the 
Everglades are overrun with giant non-
indigenous snakes that are swallowing 
alligators and deer whole. These snakes, 

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW

According to the National Christmas Tree Association, Americans purchased 
a whopping 27 million Christmas trees in 2010 spending an average of $36 
per tree for a grand total of $976 million! Where do all of those trees go once 
the holidays are over? A lot of places actually. Discarded Christmas trees are 
mulched for landscaping use, used whole on shorelines to prevent soil erosion, 
and even burned to produce electricity. Did you know that the big cats like 
Christmas trees? They more than like them, they love them! 

which quickly 
grow to 13 feet and 
over 100 pounds, 
have been found 
to have Florida 
panthers, bobcats 
and many species 
of endangered 
native wildlife in 
their bellies when 
captured.  A recent 
survey of prey 
animals in the area 
shows a 97% decline in many of them and 
a 100% decline in the number of rabbits 
seen. 

In June 2007, Florida Governor Crist 
signed into law SB2766, a bill to regulate 
the possession of reptiles, but more 
importantly, included the requirement 
for a $10,000 bond to be posted by 
anyone exhibiting a Class I animal, which 
currently includes lions, tigers, leopards, 
jaguars and cougars.  The FWC thwarted 
that legislative mandate by changing their 
regulations to allow people to call their 
private collections “sanctuaries” and 
forego the bond requirement. Big Cat 
Rescue CEO Carole Baskin contacted 
every member of the Florida House and 
Senate in 2009 to let them know how their 

law had been circumvented 
and they almost unanimously 
agreed to close the loophole by 
amending the wording to say 
that all who “possess” (rather 
than “exhibit” as the 2007 law 
read) Class I animals must post 
the bond.  

Perhaps the scariest 
element of the 
Zainesville tragedy 
is not what it tells 

us about the lack of laws 
prohibiting inappropriate 
ownership of exotic animals. 
Rather, it is what it tells us 
about the kind of person who 
is likely to fill their backyard 
with dangerous lions, tigers, 
bears, pythons and such. The 
owner of a much larger facility 
that claims to have 1,400 
animals has publicly stated 
that he would kill his animals 
before he would give them up. 
The obvious conclusion is that 
the only way to prevent such 
disasters is to ban the private 
possession of wild animals.  

The BBC did an excellent 

“FOREVER REMEMBERED”  HONORING YOUR BELOVED 
ANIMAL COMPANION THAT HAS PASSED

As a way to permanently remember a beloved pet 
that has passed and help support the big cats at 
the same time, Big Cat Rescue offers your pet the 
same beautiful 8”x8” engraved granite plaques we 
create when one of the sanctuary’s cats crosses 
over.   These elegant laser engraved plaques 
contain an image of your pet, the years they were 
with you, an inscription and your name.  They are 
then permanently displayed on a wall along our tour 
path.  

The donation for these plaques is normally $500, like the donation for the 
plaques in memory of the big cats.  In order to allow as many animal lovers as 
possible to honor their pets in this unique way, in this issue of the Big Cat Times 
we are offering the plaques for a donation of only $250.  We will need a high 
resolution photo (preferably 300 dpi .jpg) of your pet in order to engrave the 
image.  Close up head shots work best.

This is a wonderful way to help 
support Big Cat Rescue while at the 
same time “Forever Remembering” 
the love you shared with a special 
companion that has shared your 
heart and home.  

To arrange for a plaque, fill out the 
order form in this issue or go to 

http://tinyurl.com/6tvoapv

Above: Map indicating private owners of 
dangerous Class 1 & 2 exotic animals in Florida

Right: White tiger in backyard pen in FL

documentary called America’s Most 
Dangerous Pets, but they concluded in an 
article about the show that they probably 
should have called it America’s Most 
Dangerous Pet Owners.  See it here and 
decide for yourself:  

http://goo.gl/Nr0ZM

Above: Volunteer with tree, lion, and tiger photo by Chris Poole
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SAD FAREWELL TO FOUR GREAT CATS
 By Jamie Veronica

Big Cat Rescue was founded 19 years ago and 86 of our 100+ sanctuary residents are now 
over the age of 15 (90+ in cat years).  It is with great sadness that we must say goodbye to 
these four wonderful felines.  

SIMBA was rescued in 2007 from a facility in Ohio that 
was shut down by the USDA. Her previous owner charged 
the public to go in with Simba to pet her and take photos 
straddling her. In order to make it “safer” to do this she had 
Simba declawed and her large canine teeth removed. After 
years of this abuse and several incidents where these paying 
guests were harmed, her owner finally lost her licensing and 
was evicted from the property. Simba was rescued along with 
Nikita the tiger and Joseph and Sasha the lions.  With all she 
had gone through, Simba still had a very warm personality and 
would approach the side of her enclosure and greet passersby 
with an enthusiastic “chuff.”  Our heart was broken having to 
say goodbye on Thanksgiving Day 2011 to one of the sweetest 

tigers as she chose to journey on. At 17 years old Simba passed quietly in her sleep, her 
kidney disease having claimed her life. 

ZOUL came to Big Cat Rescue from New York in April of 
2011 along with Zouletta, Zimba, Santino, and Doodles. The 5 
servals were kept as pets in a basement room just a few hundred 
square feet in size.  Their owner was battling cancer, her sister 
had recently abandoned her 3 children with her, and she was 
also in foreclosure. All 5 servals came to the sanctuary where 
for the first time they enjoyed an outdoor enclosure nearly 3,000 
square feet in size.  They had grass and bushes, platforms, trees 
and logs, lots of dens, and even a pool. Zoul lived the good life 
his last few months. When he suddenly stopped eating he was 
taken to the vet for diagnostics. He had kidney disease, fluid in 
his lungs, and one of the worst cases of spondylosis the vet had 
ever seen. Yet, he had shown no signs of this painful and debilitating condition.  Zoul was 
not able to wake up from the sedation, despite the heroic efforts of his caregivers, and sadly 
died from a heart condition that was the cause of the fluid in his lungs.

ACE was rescued in 2007. She was a wild bobcat that was 
found collapsed at the front doors of an office building near 
the airport. She was brought to the sanctuary where she would 
be rehabilitated and released back into the wild. Shortly after 
her arrival she was sedated and examined by Big Cat Rescue’s 
veterinarian. Unfortunately she tested positive for FIV and 
was not a candidate for release as she could spread this disease 
easily to other bobcats.  Ace became a permanent resident of 
the sanctuary. When she first arrived she was believed to be 
approximately 15 years old making her nearly 19 at the time 
of her passing.

HALLELUJAH came to the sanctuary, at only 4 days old, 
from an auction where people dump unwanted animals.  
Hal was always a very mischievous cougar.  He kept his 
keepers on their toes because one of his favorite things to 
do was snatch a water hose, bite into it, and pounce the 
steams of water that ensued. Hal stole the hearts of all 
he met. At the ripe age of 18 Hal had given up his fight 
against advancing kidney failure.  The tough decision was 
made to ease him over to the other side. Surrounded by 
those who loved him Hal gently passed on and was freed 
forever from his life behind bars.  

1994 - 2011

SIMBA

1997 - 2011

ZOUL

? - 2011

ACE

HALLELUJAH

1993 - 2012

LIGHTNING STRIKES BCR – 
IN A GOOD WAY! 

The Tampa Bay Lightning 
organization has a wonderful 
culture of community service. 
On December 14, 2011 Big 
Cat Rescue was the grateful 
beneficiary of a terrific program 
that allows the Lightning staff, 
along with employees of locally 
headquartered technology firm 
Jabil Circuit, days off to volunteer 
in the community.

Two groups of about 25 Lighting 
and Jabil Circuit staff came out 
that day, one group in the morning, 
one in the afternoon. They  were 
incredible! Some of them took 
down 220 feet of old chain link 
fence that had separated the 10 
acres we purchased in December 
2010 from the rest of the property. 
The others worked to remove 
years of dead foliage and trim up 
trees on about 3 of the ten acres to 
make them usable.

The Lightning videographer filmed 
their work and, of course, Bengali 
the tiger and lions Joseph and 
Sasha who were intently watching 
the workers the entire time. That 
video was then played on the huge 
four screen Jumbotron that hangs 
over the rink in front of a sold out 
crowd of over 20,000. What a great 
way to build awareness of the 
sanctuary! You can see the video 
at http://tinyurl.com/7axufka

Our sincere thanks to the Lightning 
organization for caring so much 
about our community and the cats!

Animal Law Students Visit 

Big Cat Rescue’s Founder Carole 
Baskin’s favorite people are 
those who are getting involved 
in politics to end the abuse of big 
cats.  In 1963 Dr. Martin Luther 
King said, “It may be true that the 
law cannot change the heart but it 
can restrain the heartless.”  While 
we are working hard to change 
the way people think about big 
cats, by showing them how smart 
they are and how deserving they 
are of our protection and respect, 
we have found that the only way 
to save them is by encouraging 
bans on their possession as pets, 
props and for their parts.  Carole 
gives complimentary group tours 
to people who are dedicating their 
lives to these same ideals and 
recently hosted the Ethics class at 
Eckerd College and Animal Law 
Students from both Stetson and 
Barry University.  “These are my 
favorite tour groups because they 
already get the big picture and are 
visiting to remind themselves of 
what they are fighting for,” says 
Baskin.

COMEDIAN GALLAGHER 
TAKES CUE FROM BIG CATS

In February the sanctuary was 
visited by one of the great long time 
names in comedy, Gallagher.   He 
is working on an animated animal 
based cartoon that will feature a 
lion, tiger and leopard in supporting 
roles.  He came to the sanctuary to 
learn more about their behavior.  
Based on his pose in the photo, he 
is a quick study!
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SUMMER CAMP AND TEACHER TOURS

Big Cat Rescue’s Summer Camp 2012 is almost here! Registration opens March 1st! Join us for 
outdoor exploration on our 55-acre campus while learning about animal habitats, diets, adaptations and 
conservation. Interactive learning opportunities include diet preparation, scavenger hunts and keeper 

demonstrations of feedings and behavioral training 
with the cats.

Free Teacher Tours will be offered on select dates during 
spring break for Pinellas, Pasco and Hillsborough 
county schools.  Don’t miss out on this special offer.  

Summer Camp schedule and Free Teacher Tour dates 
will be posted soon at: BigCatRescue.org/education 
for more information you can email; 

education@bigcatrescue.org 

Snow Leopard Guardian Alliance

In addition to providing a permanent home 
to more than 100 big cats and advocating on 
their behalf to promote legislation that will 
protect captive wild animals, Big Cat Rescue 
also provides aid for programs focused on 
conservation.  Our most recent project is the 
funding of a GPS tracking collar that will 
be monitored by researchers with the Snow 
Leopard Trust. Founded in 1981, the Snow 
Leopard Trust is the world’s leading authority 
on the study and protection of the endangered 
snow leopard. This collar will allow researchers 
to track a wild snow leopard in order to study its 
habits and territory needs.

We are excited to provide you with this teaser 
update on the field project from the Snow 
Leopard Trust researchers: A GPS tracking 
collar has been placed on one of the cubs of 
Khashaa, a female and mother snow leopard, 
within the study area. The cub, a male, is already 
pretty big at one and a half years old. We find 
this so exciting because it will help us begin 
to answer some of the unanswered questions 
about snow leopards, including information 
about dispersal patterns.

The Snow Leopard Trust is allowing us to share 
some of the great inside stories and tracking 
information that is only made available to those 

who sponsor the $5,000 Collar Project. If you would like to receive access 
to these updates and photos directly from the field you can join a limited 
number of individuals by becoming a member of Big Cat Rescue’s Snow 
Leopard Guardian Alliance.  Membership is $5 and as a member you will 
receive access to exclusive updates and photos for one year.  Membership 
is limited to the first 700 who sign up.  The membership fees collected will 
go directly towards funding the collar project.  The remaining $1,500 of the 
project has been funded by Big Cat Rescue in honor of our extraordinary 
team of staff and volunteers whom we refer to as Big Cat Rescuers.

Sign up today and get full access to the first of many updates and photos to 
come. To sign up visit our online gift shop at: 

http://tinyurl.com/83raqqo

THANKS TO OUR LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS By Howard Baskin

The number of people who have so kindly remembered the cats in their estate planning 
and become part of our Legacy Society continues to grow. We would like to thank the 
people listed below for providing for the cats in this way. In addition to the condolences 
we have expressed at the time of their passing, we would like to again express our 
sympathy to the family and friends of Thomas Daly, Peter W. Jasin, Jean Matuskinka, 
Terry Nordblom and Robert C. Williams, all of whom passed away in 2010 and have 
helped provide for the cats with their generous bequests.

This list is maintained manually. If you have provided for the cats in your 
estate planning and are not listed here, please accept our apologies, and 

contact Finance@BigCatRescue.org so we can update the list. Thank you!

Jean & Peter Albini
Candace Barbara

Carole Baskin
Howard Baskin

Ebe Bower
Marie Collart

Joan & Richard 
Czeck

Thomas Daly 
(deceased)

Amy Davis
Lynne Daub

Dorothy Edwards
Fran Ezer

Ian Ira Fischer
Patricia Francis

Hester Fuller
Peter W. Jasin 

(deceased)
William Kuni

David H. Lytle
Jean Matusinka 

(deceased)
Terri Mimbs

Marcella Mirande-
Ketcham

Cecilia Nelson
Terry Nordblom 

(deceased)
David Nugent

Pat O’Shea
Nancy Rodgers

Pamela Rodriguez
Veronika Silvani

Diane Smith
Morgan Jane 

Smith
John Richard 

Smalarz
Starla Trivilino

Robin Tyler
Patricia Webber

Karen Wells
Ron & Joy 
Wentworth

Carol Wettersten
Odette Wilkins

Brandy Williams
Robert C. Williams 

(deceased)
John A. Varnado

be in the 
know

FaceBook  facebook.com/bigcatrescue
YouTube  BigCatTv.com

Leopard Kisses 25 Cents - Armani and Jade, two female African leoaprds, had a wild 
time playing with this Kissing Booth box created especially for them! xoxo
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The Big Cat Trading Post - GIFT GUIDE
Proceeds from your gift purchases help take care of the big cats. Order these gift items using the order form on page 10 or 
visit BigCatRescue.biz to see all of our gift items and purchase online.  S & H within the US as well as tax has already been 
included in the prices listed here. You can also upgrade your shipping to Priority for just $3 for your entire order.  For luxury 
cat themed gift items visit BigCatLuxeGifts.com

Animal Print Logo 
Thermos $13.70

Big Cat Rescue Magnets Choose Snow Leopard, Lioness, 
Bobcat, Tiger, Black Leopard, Serval, Logo, or Ocelot  

$3.14 each

Tiger Flip Book - As You Flip the 
Pages Get a 3 Dimensional Look 
Inside a Bengal Tiger  $21.80

Toy Veterinarian Kit includes: 
Stethoscope, syringe, 
medicine bottle, blood 

pressure pump, etc. $10.56

Logo Plush Purse 
with Stuffed Toy - 
Black Purse with 

Tiger or Pink Purse 
with Black Leopard 
$14.84 each

Logo Frisbee, Black, Green, Blue, 
Yellow, or Red  $5.21 each

Themed Monopoly Board Game $28.54Big Cat Rescue Vanity Plates Choose Saber - Black Leopard, Hal - Cougar, Cloe - Snow 
Leopard, Joseph - Lion, Shere Khan - Tiger, Freckles - Liger, Windstar - Bobcat, Genie - 

Sand Cat, Simba - Leopard, or China Doll - Tigress (not shown) $10.56 each

BCR Oval Sticker 
$4.21

Big Cat Rescue 
Ribbon Magnet 

$8.35

BCR Enamel 
Bookmarks Choose 
Tiger, Lion, or Black 

Leopard 
$4.21 each

Leopard Print Clicky Pen. Get a new message 
scrolled across pen with each click. $4.00

400 Reusable Animal 
Sticker Book $11.63

Big Cats - An Amazing Animal 
Discovery Book, Includes 

Stickers $10.49

Encyclopedia Sticker 
Book  with Over 600 

Stickers $19.60

Big Cat Rescue 
Tiger Watch  

$28.75

Carabiner Key 
Ring Choose Gold, 

Black, Blue or Purple 
$5.21 each

BCR Stainless 
Steel Water Bottle  

$16.91

Logo Sunglasses Case 
Red, Yellow, Lime, or Orange $9.49

Photo Necklace 
Choose any 

species $45.00

BCR 
Stencil 

15 oz. Mug
Choose 

Orange or Blue  
$13.70

BCR 
Camp Fire 
16 oz. Mug

Choose 
Yellow 

or White 
$13.70

1” Tiger Pin 
$7.35

1” Tiger Face Pin 
$11.70

1.75” Cat & Fish Pin 
$13.84

1” L is For Lion Pin 
$9.56Skip the FL Bobcat 

Mug $15.84

Ultimate Cat Sticker Book, 60 
re-useable stickers $11.63

Big & Busy Interactive Book 10 
pages, ages 5+  $13.77

10” Plush 
Snow 

Leopard 
by KMI 
$13.70

EcoDome 
Set of 4 

Plastic Cats 
Choose 

Lion or Tiger 
$14.84

4” Handmade Beaded Tiger or Lion 
$18.12 each

SALE - Golden Tiger Ottoman

40% off regular price of $490
now just $294 (shipping not included)
20” W x 18” H Ottoman created 
by nationally known designer, 

Denise Sansing. 

Order now! Call 813-891-9999 or 
email Barbara@barbarakrai.com

    BCR Golf Ball $6.28
Wood BCR Lighter $7.35

BCR Logo Embroidered 
Golf Towel Navy or Hunter 

$21.19

12”  Lion Sitting 
$26.54            
12”  Tiger 
$24.40 

VISIT THE ONLINE GIFT SHOP AT BIGCATRESCUE.BIZ
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Haunting Eyes Tee  Black 
with BCR Logo on Sleeve, 
Bengal or Siberian Tiger,  

Snow Leopard, 
or Sand Cat  

S, M, L, XL $24.40
2X or 3X $26.54

Brown BCR Tiger Tee Pink
 S, M, L, XL $24.40

XXL $26.54

Big Cat Rescue Cadet 
Cap Embroidered Big Cat 

Rescue text Choose Blue or 
Pink $20.18

Navy & Gray Junior Raglan 
Tee  S, M, L, XL   $24.40

BCR Papryus Tee Red or Aqua
Ladies Tee S, M, L, XL  $19.05  

XXL $21.19

Big Cat Rescue Fidel Cap 
Embroidered with BCR 
& Running Cat Choose 
Black or Khaki $20.12

Rhinestone Fitted Tee in Black 
Choose Tiger or Snow Leopard 

S, M, L, XL $24.40  
XXL $26.54

Property of BCR Tee Available in 
Green (while supplies last), Blue, or Gray
S, M, L , XL $24.40 XXL $ 26.54

Longsleeve Hooded Knit Tee 
Available in Eggplant or Black

S, M, L, & XL $31.89 XXL $34.03

Longsleeve Tee with Tiger Stripes on Chest & 
Sleeves and Big Cat Rescue on Back
S, M, L, & XL $29.75 XXL $31.89

Embroidered Adams 
Cap Choose Navy with 

Khaki Logo  
White with Blue Logo 

$22.40

Blue Polo with Navy Trim and Embroidered 
Logo S, M, L, XL $40.45 XXL $43.66

Yellow Ladies Polo with Navy Trim and 
Embroidered Logo S, M, L, XL $39.45

Puffy 3-D Tiger Youth Tee w/ Logo 
on Sleeve  Choose Yellow, White,  

or Red  S, M & L $15.91

Orange/White Tiger Baby 
Creeper BCR on Front
XS, S, M & L $13.70

Brown Bengal Tiger Kids Tee
or Tan Lion Kids Tee

Big Cat Rescue on Front
XS, S, M & L $15.91

Wild Neck Pillow
Choose Leopard or Tiger  

$13.70

BCR Baseball Tee Gray & 
Black S, M, L, XL  $24.40  

XXL $26.54

Property of BCR Juniors Zip Hoodie
Clover S, M, L, & XL $46.87 

XXL $49.01
Brown S, M, L, & XL $44.73

 XXL $46.87

Skip - FL Bobcat Tee S, M, L, XL  
$24.40 XXL & XXXL $26.54

Bobcat Rehab ProgramTee 
S, M, L, XL  $24.40 

XXL & XXXL $26.54

Chocolate Rhinestone Junior 
Fitted Tee S, M, L, XL   $24.40

Big Cat Rescue 
Compass & Lion Tee

   S, M, L, XL   $24.40 XXL $26.54

Navy Fleece Beanie with  
Embroidered Logo $25.61  

Navy Fleece Scarf with 
Embroidered Logo  $28.75

Rhinestone Ribbed Tank in 
Black with Snow Leopard 

S, M, L, XL $22.26  

Extra Large Eco-Grocery Bag with Big 
Cat Rescue Recycle Logo on Front 
13” W by 10” D by 15” H  $13.70

Shorty Sock Tiger Medium $9.49
Shorty Sock Leopard Medium $9.49

BCR Logo Sock Black Tiger Medium $9.49
Gray Cats Medium $9.49

Lion March Sock Medium $9.49
Tiger Facts Sock Medium $9.49

BCR Logo Sock Brown Tiger Medium $9.49
BCR Logo Sock White Lion Medium $9.49

Shorty Sock Pink Tiger Medium $9.49
Shorty Sock Recycled Tiger Medium $9.49

BCR Logo Youth 
Hoodie Choose 

Red or Baby Blue
S, M, L & XL 

$29.75

Cylindar Pillow with 
3D Leopard or 3D Tiger

$11.56

Paws Off Lion Kids Tee
S, M & L $16.91

Khaki Green Canvas Field 
Bag with Embroidered Logo

$29.75

FOR LUXURY GIFTS VISIT BIGCATLUXEGIFTS.COM
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$33,269 Toyota
$25,000 Reitzel Foundation

$20,000 Berwind Fund
$10,000 Jordan Berlin
$10,000 Keith Brodie
$10,000 Lawrence & 

Pamela Trissel
$7,873 The Body Shop 

Foundation
$7,160 Mireille McGail

$5,500  Mathew Kline Fund
$5,000 Betty Hay

$5,000 Arlene Hoffer
$5,000  Dyer 

Family Foundation
$5,000  Two Seven Oh Inc.

$3,500 Frank Crockett
$2,500 Robert Fish

$2,500  Jefferson Bank
$2,500  L. V. Thompson 
Family Foundation Inc

$2,500  TomCat
$2,400  The Richard L. Levin 

Family Foundation
$2,000 Mary Cerniglia-Mosher

$2,000 Ross Michel
$2,000 Christopher Morrison

$2,000 Noreen Oreilly
$2,000 Diane Randall

$2,000  Gunst 
Family Foundation

$1,950 Sole Riley Marittimi
$1,780 Carl & Betty Schino

$1,500 Lilian Giraldo
$1,500 Patricia Stephens

$1,500 Audrey Yow Mislan
$1,500  BMO Harris Bank

$1,500  Marvin D. & Melissa 
U. Gill Family Foundation Inc.

$1,400 Karan & 
William Beynon

$1,089  Chrome Czars 
Motor Club Inc.

$1,000 Dan Baruzzini
$1,000 Meg Bennett

$1,000 Charlene Boden
$1,000 Cathy & Robert Byrd
$1,000 Maureen L.  Calderon

$1,000 Robert & 
Susan Cochran
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EXTREME MAKEOVER
CAT-A-TAT EDITION

As usual Big Cat Rescuers 
have been very busy over the 
holidays.

A few of the most recent 
projects have included an 
enclosure addition for Purr-
sistance and Purr-fection 
the ocelots and Windstar the 
bobcat.  Not only do they have 
lots of extra space, but we are 
now able to shift them easily from one 
side of their enclosure to the other 
making maintenance a breeze.

Breezy and Raindance the bobcats 
were moved from their single-sided 
enclosures to two enclosures twice 
the size.  An addition was added to 
Breezy’s previous home and Angie 
the bobcat moved in gaining twice the 
space she previously had.  Once Angie 

Big Cat Rescue Frees Serval from BEING HOUSED 
IN A Birdcage in Basement
 
When a caller asked Big Cat Rescue to relieve him and his wife of the serval they 
had kept in a bird cage in their basement, we were full after just rescuing 3 tigers 
from a large sanctuary in Texas that went bankrupt.  The serval was a three-year-old, 

intact, declawed male that had been bred by 
Sue Arnold in Okeechobee, FL and sold to 
this Ohio couple.  Only the wife could get 
near the cat and “he wasn’t fun any more 
now that he was an adult.”  Note that almost 
all of the calls we get from people trying to 
get rid of servals and jungle cats report that 
they originated at Sue Arnold’s exotic kitten 
mill.  All of the accredited sanctuaries were 
full as well; many because of the failing of 
the TX facility. So we began looking to other 
facilities where we knew Ollie the serval 

would have a good home and not end up back in the pet trade.  Thankfully, Christine 
Janks of Carson Springs Wildlife Foundation had a 20 x 60 foot enclosure available 
and was willing to take on another exotic cat, which would be a huge commitment to 
feed and care for throughout the next 15 years of his life expectancy.  Christine had also 
recently taken in 3 tigers from the now defunct wild animal sanctuary in Texas. 

Skipper’s Smokehouse Fun 
for All Ball a Wild Time and 
Roaring Success   

We would like to sincerely thank the 
staff of Skipper’s Smokehouse and 
the bands who participated in the 
1st Fun for All Ball. The event was 
a great success and a lot of fun too! 
Admission, raffle ticket and gift shop 
sales combined equaled $1,137.  

$785 was BCR’s 75% take of the 
door (just over 100 attendees), $206 
in Raffle Ticket Sales, $146 in BCR 
Gift Shop Sales, for a grand total of 
$1137 raised for the cats!

Faucets for Food-Prep

We would like to sincerely thank T&S 
Brass and Jona Thomas for outfitting 
our food prep building with brand 
new faucets that are supremely 
functional.  A huge thank you to 
John Greschuk of HUGHES Supply 
as well for facilitating the donation 
valued at approximately $1,200.  
These new faucets will make the 
daily food preparation and clean up 
a breeze for Big Cat Rescuers!

FLAVIO THE TIGER’S 
23RD BIRTHDAY BASH!

Flavio the tiger celebrated his 23rd 
birthday this year with a one-of-a-kind 
“cake”. Big Cat Rescue’s Enrichment 
Committee prepared a 23 pound meat 
cake using a variety of Flavio’s favorite 
treats and spelled out the birthday boy’s 
name on the top of the cake using strips of 
steak.  On Saturday February 11th, staff, 
volunteers and interns gathered around 
to watch as Flavio was presented with 
his special birthday cake.  As you can see 
from his expression, Flavio could hardly 
believe the decadent dessert was all his!  A 
roaring thank you to everyone that helped 
make Flavio’s birthday a day he will not 
soon forget.

was moved, Kanawha the lynx 
regained full access to her 

double-sided 
e n c l o s u r e 
which she 
had been 
sharing with 
Angie.  

Pharaoh the 
serval, and 
Anasazi, Will, 
Bailey and Moses 
the bobcats all have 

new space to explore as well.  Their 
enclosures were connected with a 
series of tunnels so that they can 
each be shifted to the neighboring 
enclosure.  Shifting enclosures is 
quite enriching for the cats. Each 
enclosure offers a different view of the 
surroundings and provides the cat with 
a host of new and intriguing scents to 
discover.

These relocations, 
connections and 
enclosure additions 
resulted in 12 cats 
gaining double the 
space.

Reno and Simba 
the leopards were 
the lucky recipients of massive jungle 
gyms designed and constructed 
by Big Cat Rescuers Darren and 
Jennifer Holley.  They love the series 
of platforms and catwalks and show 
their appreciation by spending nearly 

all of their time lounging on the highest 
of the platforms.  In addition, Purr-
fection, Bailey & Moses and Anasazie 
& Will also received jungle gyms.

These enclosure improvements and 
platforms are thanks, not only to the 
dedicated volunteers who give of their 
free time to help with building, but to 
our generous supporters like YOU!  
Your donations make it possible for us 
to give every cat in our care the very 

best life possible 
in captivity.  So on 
behalf of the cats, 
Thank You!!  

Clockwise from top left: 
Pharaoh checks out his 

extra space, Reno enjoys 
his platform, Interns 

landscaping Simba’s 
platform, Rescuers 

working on addition 

Photos by: Brenda Flanagan & Chris Poole
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 ORDER DATE:
 Description				           Qty.        Size       Price Each           Total

 
Yes I would like to make a donation			                 $
SPONSOR A PAVE THE WAY BRICK *                             4x8           $100.00

SPONSOR A PAVE THE WAY BRICK *  	                      8x8           $200.00	          
 SPONSOR PERIMETER WALL*                                     1 Foot        $100.00

 * NOTE: Fill out blue shaded box at bottom of form

    I want to join the automatic giving program, charge my card each month   $

                       Yes, I would priority shipping for an additional charge of $3.00  $
             Yes, I would like a receipt for tax purposes                      Grand Total   $

BIG CAT RESCUE TOUR TIMES
Kids Tour

Tour Times: Saturday & Sunday 9 AM
Children of all ages and their parents can learn about 
the big cats on this guided tour of the sanctuary.  
This tour is given on a child’s educational level. 
Reservations not required. Tour is 1 hr. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Admission: $19 
per child under 10 years $29 per child 10 years & 
older and per adult. 

Day Tour
Tour Times: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 3 PM

Sat & Sun 10 AM & 1 PM
Guided tour of the sanctuary.  Learn about the 
big cats and the threats they face both in the wild 
as well as in captivity.  Hear their personal stories 
of how they were rescued.  Tour is 1.5 hrs. No 
children under 10 years of age. Reservations are 
not required. Admission: $29 per person.

feeding tour
Tour Times: Wed, Fri, Sat 4:30 PM

(Reservations Required)
Follow a keeper as they feed the big cats. Observe 
the big cats eating and learn about the their 
nutritional needs in captivity.  Tour is 1 hr. No 
children under 10 years of age. For reservations 
813-426-5948. Admission: $55 per person. 
 

Big Cat Keeper Tour
Tour Times: Sat & Sun 2 PM

(Reservations Required)
This tour takes you behind the scenes. Enjoy making 
enrichment (treats and food puzzles) for the big cats 
and watch as the keepers hand out the enrichment 
you made. You will also observe operant training 
sessions with the big cats.  Tour is 2 hrs. No children 
under 10 years of age. For reservations 
813-426-5948. Admission: $110 per person. 

Wild Eyes At Night Tour
Tour Times: Last Friday of the month 

(Reservations Required)
Night Tours are the best way to see the animals 
come alive!  As you journey through the  sanctuary 
you will be stalked and pounced at from the 
shadows!  No worries though, all the animals will 
be safely in their enclosures.  This is an adventure 
that’s sure to please! Tour is 1.5 hrs. No children 
under 10 years of age. For reservations 
813-426-5948. Admission: $55 per person.

Also      offered -      Weddings,       Parties, 
SCHOOL    &     SCOUT    EDUCATIONAL 
FIELD  TRIPS,   Volunteer   &   INTERN 
programs       and        Gift   Certificates 
which  are  available for any  of  the  tours or  for                                                    
a specific dollar amount. 

Prices and 
avai lab i l i ty 
for all tours 
are subject 
to change. 
Visit us online 
for the most 
current tour 
information.

 Billing Address

 _______________________________
 Name

 _______________________________
 Address

 _______________________________
 City		           St	          Zip

 _______________________________
 Day Time Phone

 _______________________________
 Evening Phone

 _______________________________
  Email

 Recipient Address (if different than Billing)

 ________________________________
 Name

 ________________________________
 Address

 ________________________________
 City		           St              Zip

 ________________________________
 Day Time Phone

 ________________________________
 Evening Phone

 ________________________________
 Email

Method of Payment    
                    Check               Money Order  

                  Visa                   MasterCard                 American Express                 Discover
  

          Credit Card Number

        
     
      Exp. Date MMYY     

 
  Signature_____________________________

  

This is a gift, please make card TO: _________________________  FROM: __________________________     
Brief message to say: ______________________________________________________________________

Automatic Giving Program - join the sustaining donor society
Big Cat Rescue makes it easy and convenient to donate monthly with no worry.  You can do this either by 
credit card or by direct debit to a checking account for as little as $5/month.  For credit card donations, just 
fill in the highlighted line on the order form above and provide your credit card information.  For checking 
account direct debit email finance@bigcatrescue.org, or leave a message for Howard at 813-920-4130.  
This is a G-R-R-eat way to spread out your donations and provide steady support  that is so meaningful for 
the cats.

Big Cat Rescue is a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization, FEID 59-3330495.  Our Florida registration number is CH-
11409.  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED 
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-HELP-FLA TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE 
STATE.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,  APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE 
STATE.  Big Cat Rescue does not utilize the services of professional solicitors so 100% of all contributions go directly 
to Big Cat Rescue Corp. 

The Big Cat Times ORDER FORM Spring 2012

Special Comment, Request, or Question:
____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

* Personalizations (How you want your name to appear):

___________________________________________

Zipper Hoodie with Tiger Art on Front
Black S, M, L, & XL $42.52 XXL $45.73
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PAVE THE WAY: HONOR SOMEONE SPECIAL 

The project to pave the walkways 
around our Trading Post with rich 
looking engraved bricks is under way 
and makes a great gift for the purr-son 
in your life who has everything.  The 
laser engraving changes the brick 
color to create the letters deep into the 
brick and will never wear off.  There 
are two sizes, 4x8 for a donation of 
$100 and 8x8 for a donation of $200.  
What a  great way to support the cats 
and create a memory for yourself or 
someone else.  You can order on page 
10, or online:http://tiny.cc/k8ey0

WEEKLY GROCERY SHOPPING 
CAN HELP THE BIG CATS
Instead of buying the many cleaning and 
grocery products we use to get at the 
supermarket, Big Cat Rescue has started 
ordering quality products online.   These 
products are eco-friendly, safe around 
animals, and economical.  In addition there 
is a residual income that is helping support 
the sanctuary and our people who chose to 
get involved.  

The products are great and in every case, 
so far, have proven to be more effective 
than the store brands.  The dish and floor 
cleaners are great for washing down our 
cooler, food prep and cat hospital floors 
and for cleaning food buckets. Since the 
products are concentrated they are cheap 
to ship and last a long time.  

Because of the hectic holidays we are just 
now beginning to market this brand. So 
far with just 9 of our staff and volunteers 
signing up to purchase these wonderful 
products that they use every day, and 7 
of their friends doing the same, Big Cat 
Rescue has already received commission 
checks for a total of $801.95!   

Find out how your grocery shopping can 
help save big cats and how you can make 
an extra income by helping others here:  

http://bigcatrescue.org/household Charity Navigator 
gives Big Cat Rescue 
4-Star Rating

Big    Cat    Rescue 
has      a     4 - Star 
Rating  with  Charity 
Navigator.   We  are 
also    pleased    to 
announce  that  Big 
Cat   Rescue   has 
the highest overall 
score of any 
sanctuary.  

TOYOTA’S 100 CARS FOR GOOD 
A BIG WIN FOR THE BIG CATS
We want to send out a huge THANK YOU 
to everyone who voted for us in Toyota’s 100 
Cars for Good contest. Big Cat Rescue won and 
celebrated with Stadium Toyota in Tampa.

ACTION ALERT - Ban Wild 
Animals in Traveling Shows

Save big cats from life in the circus. 
The use of wild animals in traveling 
circus acts has been banned in many 
other countries because most people 
agree that it is animal abuse.  Finally 
the United States is considering such 
a ban. Ask your representative to 
support this bill. Only U.S. addresses 
will be able to send letters to lawmakers 
on this alert at: CatLaws.com

HEATED DENS

Many of our resident felines are elderly 
and several are very tiny.  Thanks to 
a grant awarded to Big Cat Rescuer 
Marie Schoubert for winning the SAVE 
back in 2010, these fragile cats had 
an extra warm place to escape the 
chilly winter this year.  Eight cats in all 
including 2 sand cats, 2 leopard cats, 1 
Geoffroy cat, 1 Savannah cat, 1 jungle 
cat and 1 bobcat had weather proof 
heating pads installed in their dens 
topped with a warm fuzzy bed. These 
h e a t e d 
dens were a 
big hit and 
thoroughly 
appreciated.  
Thank you 
Marie!

2011 S.A.V.E. WINNERS

Congratulations to the following Big Cat 
Rescuers who were recognized last year for 
their outstanding commitment to the mission of 
Big Cat Rescue. In honor of this commitment 
they were each presented with an award called 
the S.A.V.E. and allotted $500 to spend on their 
favorite feline friends.

S.A.V.E stands for Scratch’s Award for Volunteer 
Excellence.  Named for an outstanding cougar 
named Scratch, whose lifespan reached 30 
years, the SAVE Award recognizes one 
volunteer or intern each month who is doing 
an outstanding job.

January - John Amsallem
February - Meredith Penino

March - Edith Parker
April - Jessica Allen

May - Jennifer Pierce
June - Hana Friend 

July - Phyllis Middaugh
August - Callum Lees

September - Christina Mastry
October - Regina Rinaldi

November - Sharon Dower
December - Kim Dever 
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Cookie Tiger Goes Under the 
Knife...Twice
 
Cookie the tiger was rescued from 
a facility in Mississippi along with 
Alex, another tiger. She had been 
abandoned by her owner along with 
13 other big cats.  

Big Cat Rescuers recently noticed 
a quarter-sized mass that had 
developed on the inside of Cookie’s 
rear leg.  Arrangements were made 
by staff and veterinarian Dr. Wynn to 
sedate Cookie to remove the mass.  
While Cookie was sedated a routine 
examination was performed.  The 
17-year-old tigress weighed 305 lbs. 
Blood was drawn and samples of the 
mass were collected for testing. Her 
overall condition looked great for a cat 
her age, with the exception of two of 
her canine teeth.  One of her upper 
canines had long since broken off 
(prior to her arrival) and was rotting 
and one of her lower canines was 
chipped exposing the root.  In addition, 
a tennis ball sized mass was found in 
her abdomen, samples of which were 
also collected for testing.  

During the next week, Dr. Wynn made 
arrangements with veterinary dental 
surgeon Dr. Peak, who runs 2 dental 
offices by the name of The Pet Dentist 
in Largo and  Wesley Chapel. Some 
of Dr. Peak’s wilder patients have 
included a gorilla, an elephant, and 
our very own dearly departed Freckles 
the liger. Dr. Peak agreed to bring his 
equipment and support staff to Big Cat 
Rescue to perform Cookie’s needed 
dental surgery onsite.

The surgery took just over 3 hours, in 
which time Dr. Peak removed Cookie’s 
upper canine and did a root canal on 
her lower canine.  The procedures 
went smoothly and Cookie is now 
happily back in the comfort of her 
enclosure.  She certainly feels much 
better thanks to the heroic efforts of 
Dr. Peak, his staff, and Dr. Wynn.

Largest Tiger at Big Cat 
Rescue Sedated & Sutured

It has long been rumored that Shere 
Khan, Big Cat Rescue’s largest tiger, 
weighs 800 lbs.  His weight had 
been estimated based on the known 
weights of several other tigers at the 
sanctuary, however, he had never 
been officially weighed.  Well after 
years of speculation we finally had 
the chance to find out for sure, but 
the circumstances were not the most 
desirable.  Shere Khan had a small 
cut his back foot that, although only a 
few inches long, required stitches.

Big Cat Rescuers sedated the massive 
tiger so that his cut could be sutured 
and a lump underneath his tongue, 
that had been spotted by his keepers, 

Big Cat Genome Project

Big Cat Rescue was recently contacted by Brian Davis, a geneticist in the laboratory 
of Dr. William Murphy at Texas A&M University College of Veterinary Medicine.  
He said, “Our goal is to use existing genetic tools and recent advancements in large-
scale genomic technology to characterize multiple aspects related to captive animal 
populations.  For instance, it is of great interest to us to accurately examine the 
genomes of tigers to develop easy-to-use assays to determine the subspecies of tiger, 
or the percentage of each subspecies contributing to a generic tiger’s genome.  With 
the recent events in Ohio, we are redoubling our efforts to develop these tools as 
efficiently and effectively as possible.”   He said they could use cheek swabs, hair 
bulbs, whisker pulls, blood draws and biopsy tissues. They are especially interested in 
tigers, ligers, other hybrids and any animals who have been inbred to produce white 
coats.   Our cats, both living and dead, can still help scientists save the endangered 
cats. We sent samples from Simba, Freckles and Zabu and Brian responded, “I want 

to let you know that Simba’s genome (along with Freckles and Zabu) has been extracted and banked. They are in cold storage at 
-80C and was wonderfully intact. We very much appreciate all your help with this tiger genome project. We can’t do the work we are 
doing without help from awesome contributors like you! Keep in mind, we are just starting with the tiger and will be doing similar 
work on all exotic felines in the future based on our methods development in the tiger.”

could be removed and sent to the lab 
for testing. While the tiger was sound 
asleep a team of 8 staff members 
and volunteers hoisted him up onto 
two scales (one alone could not do 
the job).  Shere Khan weighed in at a 
staggering 700 lbs.!  Although he most 
likely weighs closer to 725-750 lbs.  
(He was so large that his body did not 
fit completely on the scales and his 
paws, tail and part of his head were 
still making contact with the ground 
which would lower the reading.) The 
procedure went smoothly. Shere Khan 
spent the night in the hospital before 
returning to his enclosure.

Since Shere Khan had to stay 
indoors overnight, Big Cat Rescuers 
took advantage of the situation to 
move Shere Khan and China Doll 
into a neighboring 3-acre enclosure 
and move that enclosure’s single 
inhabitant, another tiger named Nikita, 
into their 1-acre enclosure.

The plan was simple enough.  Keepers 
would lure China Doll into a transport 
cage and then shift Nikita through a 
tunnel from his enclosure into theirs.  
Well, just after China Doll was loaded 
into the transport cage a storm rolled 
in and it began to pour, making Nikita 
less than willing to participate.  After 
some enthusiastic coaxing and a few 
meaty bribes he complied and shifted.  
All worked out in the end; Nikita was 
checking out all of the different smells 
in his new place, China Doll playfully 
galloped around her wide open space, 
and soaked keepers watched with 
satisfaction.  The next morning the 
storm had passed and Shere Khan 
was reunited with China Doll.

At left: Dr. Peak and assistant perform 
Cookie’s dental work Above: Dr Wynn sutures 

Shere Khan’s foot with the assistance of Jeff 
Kremer, Dr. Boorstein checks vitals, Jamie 

Veronica and Jennifer Flatt monitor anestesia


