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Why are students given ‘options’?

 They are mature enough to choose what they 
want to study

 New experiences to motivate them

 They can choose to play to their strengths

 They can start to study ‘Career specific’ subjects

 They can gain some vocational experience

 They will study a reduced number of subjects in 
greater depth



Good reasons for selecting options

Future 
career 

requires 
it

Future 
training 
requires 

it

Enjoy 
the 

subject

Good at 
the 

subject

Variety 
of choice 
(breadth)



Poor reasons for selecting options

Friends

It’s new

It’s easy

It’s hard

I don’t know what else to do

I like the teacher



What should they do before they choose?

Research a chosen Career

Research appropriate Training

Research College entry requirements

Talk to parents 

they actually do know some things worth listening 
to... sometimes!

Talk to Tutor/HoH/PM

Speak to Routes 2 Employment advisor



The English Baccalaureate (Ebacc)

> The English Baccalaureate – though not a qualification in 
itself – is a measure of success in core academic 
subjects; specifically English, mathematics, history or 
geography, the sciences and a language.

> These subjects also happen to be the ones most regularly 
asked for by college and university courses – worth 
bearing in mind when deciding which GCSEs to take.

> You don’t need to have studied all of these to go to 
university, but having your GCSE mix steered towards 
English Bac subjects will help keep your options open.

> These are subjects most likely to be required or preferred 
for entry to degree courses and ones that will keep the 
most doors open. 



A little bit of further information

 When students opt they will simply pick 3 subjects they would 
like to study

 One will be guided;
Triple Science, History, Geography, Computing, French, German 

or Spanish

 The other two will be completely ‘free’ - from a list of 
approximately 20 subjects

 Remember the ‘Options’ is an application process – students 
are not guaranteed to be given all of the subjects they choose –
although we will do our very best!



Deadline



What will happen next?

 Students received an options booklet & 
application form on Thursday of last week

 Attend the Options Evening and talk to Heads of 
Subject

 Ask for help whenever you need it! 

 Students will be allocated a 10 minute interview 
with HoH or PM in the next 3 weeks – this is 
when they hand forms in

 Return the Application Form by 3/2/16



Once they have handed in the application form can I change my options?

The short answer is……..NO!

It is a very tricky job to make sure all students get 
the options they want. If students get the options 
they ask for they will not be allowed to change 
them!

So…. Get it right NOW!



‘Future Proofing’ your child’s achievement

 Whole host of changes occurring in education at 
present

 2015 was the last year that schools were measured 
on the % of students achieving 5A*-C[EM] 

 % 9-5 [EM] is the ‘benchmark’ for individual students

 From 2016 schools will be measured on Progress 8 & 
Attainment 8 

 These measures may become the new ‘benchmark’ 
for individual students too!









Attainment 8 and Progress 8



Attainment 8

 Students’ average attainment across the range of 8 
subjects. 

 Best 8 scores (from 3 buckets)

 Averages out to a grade (+/-)



Example calculation (student)

Group Subject Result Points

English Eng. Lang 5 10

Maths Maths 5 10

Ebacc French 5 5

Ebacc Core Science 6 6

Ebacc - - 0

Open Eng. Lit. 5 5

Open PE 6 6

Open BTEC Media Pass (4) 4

Attainment 8 points total : 46

Average points = Attainment 8 points / 10 = 4.7



This student would 
have an attainment 8 
score of 5-

• Each student is a given an 

attainment 8 estimate derived from 

their KS2 APS (in English and 

maths).

• The progress 8 of a student is then 

the difference between their 

attainment 8 score and their 

attainment 8 estimate.



Some helpful hints…

 Avoid Engineering if not strong in maths (maybe choose 
Product Design instead)

 Triple Award Science is designed for those who are most able in 
science and wish to study it further at 6th form and beyond – It 
is possible to follow A Level Sciences if successful at Dual 
Award (B)

 Please do not choose subjects that are ‘new’ just because you 
have not done them before!

 Careers in professions such as medicine and law – require A*/A 
in everything to enable you to get into university.



Thank you for listening

mailto:jskelton@nunthorpe.co.uk

