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Property has always been an attractive investment but the trick is 
to know where – and when – to invest. Ann Graham takes a look 
at the investment property hotspots across the UK
Additional words: Jeremy Smadja

Lucrative London
8LI�GETMXEP��[MXL�MXW�WXIEH]�WXVIEQ�SJ�VIGIWWMSR�TVSSJ�TVSTIVXMIW�
FSEWXMRK�MGSRMG�TSWXGSHIW�ERH�JEQSYW�RIMKLFSYVW��LEW�EP[E]W�FIIR�E�
WIRWMFPI�TPEGI�XS�MRZIWX��

8LI�WIIQMRKP]�PMQMXPIWW�HIQERH�JSV�TVMQI�0SRHSR�TVSTIVX]�ERH�
XLI�GMX]´W�IZIV�I\TERHMRK�TSTYPEXMSR�QIERW�XLEX�MX´W�EP[E]W�E�WEJI�
FIX��(YVMRK�XMQIW�SJ�VIGIWWMSR��LSYWMRK�TVMGIW�FEVIP]�VIKMWXIV�E�JEPP�MR�
0SRHSR��ERH�[LIR�XLI�IGSRSQ]�TMGOW�YT��XLI�WSYKLX�EJXIV�0SRHSR�
EHHVIWWIW�[MPP�SYXTIVJSVQ�XLI�VIWX��WIPPMRK�JEWX�ERH�GSQQERHMRK��
XST�TVMGIW���

8LI�SRP]�TVSFPIQ�EX�XLI�QSQIRX�MW�½RHMRK�WSQI[LIVI�XS�FY]�MR�
XLI�GETMXEP��;MXL�LMKL�HIQERH�ERH�E�WGEVGI�WYTTP]�SJ�RI[�TVSTIVXMIW�
GSQMRK�XS�QEVOIX��FY]MRK�MR�0SRHSR�MW�TVSZMRK�XS�FI�QSVI�XLER�E�
PMXXPI�XVMGO]��

8LI�QSWX�I\GPYWMZI�EVIEW�EVI�'LIPWIE��&IPKVEZME��1E]JEMV�ERH�
1EV]PIFSRI�[LIVI�TVMGIW�WXEVX�JVSQ�EVSYRH����������JSV�E�X[S�
FIHVSSQ�¾EX��,S[IZIV��MJ�]SY´ZI�NYWX�GSQTPIXIH�E�QYPXM�QMPPMSR�
TSYRH�XVERWJIV�HIEP�ERH�HSR´X�[ERX�XS�OIIT�]SYV�QSRI]�WMXXMRK�MR�E�
FERO��]SY�QMKLX�PMOI�XS�GSRWMHIV�)EXSR�7UYEVI��

3RI�SJ�XLI�QSWX�I\GPYWMZI�EHHVIWWIW�MR�0SRHSR��)EXSR�7UYEVI�MW�ER�
MGSRMG�+VEHI�--�PMWXIH�IWXEXI��LSQI�XS�WGSVIW�SJ�JEQSYW�EGXSVW�ERH�

TSPMXMGMERW��-X´W�EPWS�SRI�SJ�XLI�PEWX�VIQEMRMRK�KEVHIR�WUYEVIW�MR�GIRXVEP�
0SRHSR�ERH�MW�SRP]�E�WLSVX�WXVSPP�E[E]�JVSQ�&YGOMRKLEQ�4EPEGI��
�
*SV�QSVI�MRJSVQEXMSR��GSRXEGX�7MQSR�&EVRIW�EX�&SHIRW��
SR����������������
�

The golden ring
0SSO�NYWX�SYXWMHI�XLI�GETMXEP�ERH�]SY´PP�WSSR�½RH�XLI�FIWX�SJ�FSXL�
[SVPHW��TVSTIVX]�XLEX´W�ZEPYI�JSV�QSRI]��SJJIVW�E�UYMIXIV�I\MWXIRGI��
ERH�MW�WXMPP�[MXLMR�IEW]�VIEGL�SJ�GMX]�PMJI��,SXWTSXW�MRGPYHI�'VE[PI]�ERH�
,MKL�;]GSQFI�EGGSVHMRK�XS�0IEHIVW��SRI�SJ�XLI�PEVKIWX�WTIGMEPMWX�
EKIRXW�MR�XLI�9/���

0IEHIVW �́0IXXMRKW�1EREKIV��2MOOMI�1G2EYKLXSR�WE]W��±8LIWI�EVIEW�
EVI�EPWS�SJXIR�QSVI�TPIEWERX�XLER�E�PSX�SJ�XLI�0SRHSR�FSVSYKLW��PIWW�
XVEJ½G��QSVI�STIR�WTEGIW��ERH�MR�XLI�GEWI�SJ�'VE[PI]���IEWMIV�EGGIWW�
XS�XLI�7SYXL�'SEWX��XLI�GSYRXV]WMHI��ERH�+EX[MGO�%MVTSVX�MW�SR�XLI�
HSSVWXIT��%PP�XLMW�QIERW�GSRXMRYEP�LMKL�HIQERH�JVSQ�TISTPI�[ERXMRK�
XS�VIRX�ERH�XLIVIJSVI�WXVSRK�VIRXW�EGLMIZEFPI�MR�XLI�PSRK�XIVQ�²�

,SXWTSXW�MR�'VE[PI]�MRGPYHI�1EMHIRFS[IV�ERH�4SYRH�,MPP��6IGIRX�
X[S�FIHVSSQ�LSYWIW�SJ�XLI�VIUYMVIH�WXERHEVH�EVI�PIXXMRK�IEWMP]�EX�
����TGQ��2I[�SRIW�QE]�VIRX�JSV�LMKLIV��ERH�XLSWI�[MXL�ER�IR�WYMXI�
WLS[IV�GSYPH�KS�EW�LMKL�EW�����TGQ��±%�TVSTIVX]�SJJIVIH�XS�E�KSSH�
WXERHEVH�WLSYPH�]MIPH�EFSYX��	�²�2MOOMI�WE]W��

Building a 
profitable future

+ISVKMER�LSYWIW�EVI�MR�LMKL�HIQERH�MR�0SRHSR
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*MKYVIW�JVSQ�,SQI�GS�YO�WLS[�XLI�QENSVMX]�SJ�TVSTIVX]�X]TIW�
MRGVIEWMRK�MR�ZEPYI�MR�2I[UYE]�SZIV�XLI�TEWX�½ZI�]IEVW��-R�
7ITXIQFIV�������E�HIXEGLIH�TVSTIVX]�[EW�ZEPYIH�EX�����������MR�
.ERYEV]�������XLI�TVSTIVX]�RS[�WXERHW�EX����������¯�ER�MRGVIEWI�SJ�
��	��;LMPI�WIQM�ERH�XIVVEGIH�TVSTIVXMIW�JIPP���	�MR�ZEPYI�SZIV�XLI�
WEQI�TIVMSH�SJ�XMQI��¾EXW�VITSVXIH�E���	�MRGVIEWI�MR�ZEPYI��JVSQ�
���������MR�7ITXIQFIV������XS����������MR�.ERYEV]������
�
�
Heading North West
±8LI�2SVXL�;IWX�MW�ER�MRXIVIWXMRK�EVIE�EX�XLI�QSQIRX�²�WE]W�,YKL�
1G%YPI]��GSQTER]�HMVIGXSV�SJ�-RRSZEXMSR�4VSTIVX]�+VSYT��±6IRXEP�
]MIPH�MW�ZIV]�KSSH��TVSTIVXMIW�EVI�[E]�FIPS[�QEVOIX�ZEPYI��ERH�
XLI]´VI�EGLMIZMRK�KSSH�VIRX�GSQTEVIH�XS�QSVXKEKI�TE]QIRXW�²��
LI�WE]W�
�
,YKL��ER�I\�TVSJIWWMSREP�JSSXFEPPIV�LMQWIPJ��RS[�EHZMWSVW�GYVVIRX�
TPE]IVW�SR�MRZIWXQIRX�TVSTIVX]�TYVGLEWIW�ERH�MW�GYVVIRXP]�TSMRXMRK�
XLIQ�MR�XLI�HMVIGXMSR�SJ�XLI�2SVXL�;IWX��±8LI�2SVXL�;IWX�GER�SJJIV�
ETEVXQIRXW�[LMGL�EVI�MR�WQEPP�ETEVXQIRX�FYMPHMRKW�VEXLIV�XLER�XS[IV�
FPSGOW��XLI]´VI�MR�HIGIRX�PSGEXMSRW�MR�GMX]�WYFYVFW��ERH�XLI�TVSTIVXMIW�
[I�½RH�JSV�XLIQ�EVI�EPP�JYPP]�XIRERXIH��

,I�EPWS�WYKKIWXW�PSSOMRK�EX�MRZIWXMRK�MR�GSQQIVGMEP�TVSTIVX]��±&Y]MRK�
GSQQIVGMEP�WTEGI�MR�E�LMKL�WXVIIX�MW�EP[E]W�KSMRK�XS�FI�E�[MR�[MR�
WMXYEXMSR��FIGEYWI�XLIVI�EVI�SRP]�WS�QER]�LMKL�WXVIIXW��ERH�WS�QER]�
WTEGIW�[MXLMR�XLIQ��;LIR�[I�PSSO�EX�E�GSQQIVGMEP�TVSTIVX]�[I�

PSSO�JSV�XLSWI�[LIVI�XLI�PIEWI�MW�KYEVERXIIH��ERH�[LIVI�VIRX�GSZIVW�
XLI�TYVGLEWI�TVMGI�²�

,YKL�FIPMIZIW�MRXIVIWX�VEXIW�EVI�PMOIP]�XS�WXE]�VIPEXMZIP]�PS[�MR�XLI�
RIEV�JYXYVI�ERH�WE]W�XLI�RI\X�XLVII�]IEVW�MW�E�OI]�XMQI�XS�FY]��±-J�
]SY´VI�MR�E�TSWMXMSR�XS�FY]�TVSTIVX]�RS[��XLIR�HS�WS��&Y]�EW�QYGL�
TVSTIVX]�EW�TSWWMFPI�ERH�LSPH�SR�XS�MX��TEVXMGYPEVP]�GSQQIVGMEP�²�

:MWMX�[[[�XLIMRRSZEXMSRKVSYT�GSQ�JSV�QSVI�MRJSVQEXMSR�

�
Take a look at Liverpool�
0MZIVTSSP�LEW�FIIR�KIXXMRK�LSXXIV�WMRGI�MX�[EW�REQIH������)YVSTIER�
'ETMXEP�'MX]�SJ�'YPXYVI��EGGSVHMRK�XS�+Y]�&YXPIV��TVSNIGXW�HMVIGXSV�
EX�+VSWZIRSV��ER�MRXIVREXMSREP�TVSTIVX]�HIZIPSTQIRX��MRZIWXQIRX�
ERH�JYRH�QEREKIQIRX�KVSYT��-R�XLI�PEWX�JI[�]IEVW�XLI�GMX]�LEW�
LEH�QEWWMZI�MRZIWXQIRX�MR�I\GIWW�SJ���FR��[LMGL�LEW�WIIR�XLI�
VIHIZIPSTQIRX�ERH�QEXYVMRK�SJ�XLI�HSGOW��[MXL�XLI�)GLS�%VIRE��
ERH�&8�'SRJIVIRGI�'IRXVI��EW�[IPP�EW�XLI�FYMPHMRK�SJ�)YVSTI´W��
PEVKIWX�VIKIRIVEXMSR�TVSNIGX��XLI�WLSTTMRK�ERH�PIMWYVI�HIWXMREXMSR�
0MZIVTSSP�32)��

±-XW�PSGEXMSR�MW�I\GIPPIRX�EW�]SY�LEZI�KSSH�EGGIWW�XS�0SRHSR�
�����LSYVW�ERH�1ERGLIWXIV����QMRW��EW�[IPP�EW�MRXIVREXMSREP�GMXMIW�
JVSQ�0MZIVTSSP�.SLR�0IRRSR�EMVTSVX�²�WE]W�+Y]��±9RPMOI�QER]�SJ�
XLI�SXLIV�GMXMIW�MR�XLI�VIKMSR��1ERGLIWXIV��7LIJ½IPH��0IIHW��XLI�
FYMPHMRK�GVE^I�WXEVXIH�PEXIV�MR�0MZIVTSSP��[LMGL�LEW�QIERX�XLI�GMX]�
MWR´X�WYJJIVMRK�JVSQ�ER�SZIVWYTTP]�SJ�ETEVXQIRXW��-R�JEGX��XLIVI�MW�WXMPP�
HIQERH�JSV�GMX]�¾EXW�²�LI�WE]W��

+Y]�LEW�WIIR�E�KVS[MRK�XVIRH�MR�XLI�RYQFIV�SJ�I\TEXW�MRZIWXMRK�MR�
0MZIVTSSP�TVSTIVXMIW��±%�WXYHMS�GER�VIXYVR��	��[LMPI�E�FMKKIV�X[S�
FIHVSSQ�TVSTIVX]�GER�VIXYVR����	��%PXLSYKL�MX´W�E�PS[IV�VIXYVR��
XLIVI´W�QSVI�IUYMX]�MR�E�PEVKIV�TVSTIVX]�WS�MRZIWXSVW�EVI�WXVMZMRK�JSV�
UYEPMX]�²�LI�WE]W�

-R�,MKL�;]GSQFI��SRI�FIHVSSQ�¾EXW�MR�[EPOMRK�HMWXERGI�SJ�XLI�
WXEXMSR��GER�FI�TYVGLEWIH�JSV�EVSYRH��������������������ERH�[MPP�
VIRX�JSV�EVSYRH������TGQ���	�]MIPH��8[S�FIHVSSQ�¾EXW�GSWX�
EVSYRH����������ERH�[MPP�VIRX�JSV�EVSYRH������TGQ���	�]MIPH��

:MWMX�[[[�PIEHIVW�GS�YO�JSV�QSVI�MRJSVQEXMSR�
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All eyes on Newquay
0SRHSR�ERH�XLI�7SYXL�;IWX�EVI�EP[E]W�KSMRK�XS�FI�MRZIWXQIRX�
LSXWTSXW��EGGSVHMRK�XS�%PMWXIV�&IXXW��HMVIGXSV�SJ�1MHEW�)WXEXIW��FYX��
LI´W�EPWS�WLMRMRK�XLI�PMKLX�SR�E�RI[�PSGEXMSR�¯�2I[UYE]��

±-X�QE]�FI�WIZIVEP�LYRHVIH�QMPIW�JVSQ�0SRHSR��FYX�[I´ZI�WIIR�E�
VIEP�WTMOI�MR�HIQERH�JSV�TVSTIVX]�MR�2I[UYE]�²�LI�WE]W��±%W�QSVI�
ERH�QSVI�TISTPI�[SVO�JVSQ�LSQI��PMZMRK�SYX�SJ�XLI�GMX]�MW�JIEWMFPI�
ERH�XLIVI�EVI�HMVIGX�¾MKLXW�JVSQ�0SRHSR´W�'MX]�%MVTSVX�XS�2I[UYE]�
QEOMRK�MX�ER�IEW]�PSGEXMSR�XS�KIX�XS�²�

&YX�MX´W�RSX�NYWX�XLI�VIPEXMZIP]�IEW]�GSQQYXI�XLEX´W�EXXVEGXMRK�QER]�
MRZIWXSVW�XS�2I[UYE]�¯�MX´W�PSGEXMSR�SR�XLI�%XPERXMG�'SEWX�SJ�
'SVR[EPP�ERH�MXW�VITYXEXMSR�EW�XLI�9/´W�XST�WYVJ�WTSX�MW�HVE[MRK�
QER]�XS�XLI�EVIE��±-X´W�VIRS[RIH�JSV�MXW�WYV½RK�EPP�]IEV�VSYRH�²�WE]W�
%PMWXIV��±ERH�JYVXLIV�YT�XLI�GSEWX�MR�2SVXL�'SVR[EPP��EX�TPEGIW�PMOI�
4EHWXS[��]SY�½RH�XLI�PMOIW�SJ�GIPIFVMX]�GLIJW�.EQMI�3PMZIV�ERH�6MGO�
7XIMR�[LS�LEZI�VIWXEYVERXW�XLIVI��;I´VI�WIIMRK�E�PSX�SJ�[IEPXL�
LIEHMRK�XLEX�[E]�²�

(IWMKRIH�F]�E[EVH�[MRRMRK�MRXIVMSV�HIWMKRIVW��/MRKWXSR�
7LE[��%TEVXQIRX�%�����SJ�3RI�4EVO�;IWX�MR�0MZIVTSSP�MW�
XLI�YPXMQEXI�MR���WX�GIRXYV]�FEGLIPSV�PMZMRK��*SV�FS]W�[LS�
PSZI�XLIMV�XS]W��WTSVX��LM�XIGL�KIEV�ERH�TEVXMIW��0MZIVTSSP Ẃ�
YPXMQEXI�PEH Ẃ�TEH�GSQIW�GSQTPIXI�[MXL�E�[IPGSQMRK�
%WXVSXYVJ�GSZIVIH�LEPP[E]��LSPSKVETLMG�QMVVSVIH�GIMPMRK�ERH�
[EPP�SJ�FIWTSOI�HMKMXEP�EVX�MR�XLI�QEWXIV�FIHVSSQ��[LSTTMRK�
��²�0)(�0'(��(�,(�8:�MR�XLI�PSYRKI��ERH�E�ER�%QIVMGER�
WX]PI�PSGOIV�VSSQ�MR�TPEGI�SJ�XLI�KYIWX�FIHVSSQ��'YVVIRXP]�
SR�XLI�QEVOIX�JSV�����������EPP�XLI�½\XYVIW��½XXMRKW�ERH�
KEHKIXW�EVI�MRGPYHIH�MR�XLI�TVMGI���

:MWMX�[[[�SRITEVO[IWX�GS�YO�JSV�QSVI�MRJSVQEXMSR�

Lad’s pad
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